"O07 
REMARKS 


On the Several 


[ AN SW E RS 


To the Pamphilet, welded 


Chriftianit not funded 
k on Argument, 


; WITH TWO LETTERS 
| * 0 
| A LEARNED DIVINE 


| ON THE SAME 


$8 UB JECT. 


LOND O N: 


Printed for M. Coo E R, at the Globe in Pater- 
Neſter- Row, 1744. 


[ Price One Shilling and Six-pence, ] 


— 


—— — LI ä —ů ů — 


f 
; 


PRE FACE. 


TARUTH i what all men ſhould defire to 
know, and with meekneſs endeavour to 


defend, and promote; more eſpecially 
the chriſtian truth, which is of the utmoſt import- 
ance to the ſouls of men, as it nearly concerns 


their preſent and future happineſs. The favourable. 

opportunity therefore, which the ſeveral anſwers 
to Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, preſented, 1 
have endeavoured to improve by writing the re- 


marks here publiſhed, from the ſame motives, 


and with the ſame views, by which I was excited 
to print my ſupplement to the ſermons preached 


againſt Popery, at Salters-Hall. Nor ſhall I make 


any other apology for the matter of them; and 
as to the manner of my writing them, I choſe it, 
becauſe I thought, the laying ſuch a number 


of quotations together, was the moſt likely way of 


carrying conviction into the conſciences of the re- 
ſpective authors; and might perhaps have a bet- 


ter effect upon their admirers and followers, than 


if I had written a treatiſe upon the ſubject 1 in any 


other form. 
The very few alterations, or the ſmall additions 


by me in ſome places made to their words, have in 


no reſpect weakened the force of their arguments; 
ſo that if they were thought ſufficiently conclu- 
five in defence of Chriſtianity in general, I think 


they muſt allo be allowed of equal weight in that 
particular part of ir, to which I have applied them. 


And, therefore, as thoſe writers value the welfare, 
and true intereſt of chriſtian ſocieties, or would 


put a ſtop to the cavils and objections of unbe- 
lievers, againſt the chriſtian religion, from the 


ee of infant-ſprinkling ; and thereby prevent 
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the further growth of infidelity; as they defire to 
be accounted conſiſtent Proteſtants, and would 
promote real andunadulterated Chriſtianity, in order 
to pleaſe God the great author of it; I hope, they 
will now fee the neceffity there is of a reformation, 
from all ſuch human 7raditions, by which the com 
manaments of God are made void; and, 4sa motive 
to induce them more ſpeedily to ſet about this good 
work, which will greatly tend to their own credit 
and true intereſt, I commit theſe remarks, with 
the following letters, to their moſt ſerious and 
chriſtian conſideration. 


The letters were written in anſwer to an ob- 


jection againſt certain perſons ſubmitting to Chriſt's 


inſtitution of baptiſm, which aroſe in the mind of 


a very pious and learned divine, author of two 


volumes of ſermons lately publiſhed z which were 
preached in a courſe of lectures before, and after, 
his obedience to that ſacred ordinance. For when 

he had got over the arguments urged in Mr. Em- 
Hyn's previous queſtion, and ſome other objections, 
his ſubmiſſion to that great duty was a Jong time 


deferred from this thought: That Zapti/m, being an 
ordinance of the introductory kind, was, as ſuch, acfign- 


ed only for thoſe, who had never been admitted to the 


privileges of the christian church; and therefore could 


not be properly admimſtered to any, who had taken on 
them the chriſtian profeſſion, and, in conſequence of that, 
had been admitted to the holy communion , tho" as he 
confeſſed to me, in a very irregular and unjuſtifiable 
way and manner, For he declared, that he looked 
upon the ſprinkling, which was given him in his infancy, 
as nothing, and did not ſcruple to own himſelf, 
an unbaptized miniſter of the goſpel ; and had ſeveral 
times ſaid, that the reaſon, why he forbore communi- 
cating at the Lord's table tor ſeveral years, was, be- 
cauſe, being unbaptized, be was not, as ſuch, qualified 

to receive the Lord's-ſupper. 

e applied to two eminent miniſters for ſatisfac- 
tion in the caſe above-mentioned, but one of them 


Was 
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was too long ſilent 3 and tho? the other ſent him an 
excellent ſermon or two, which have ſince been 
printed, and alſo whit him a pretty long letter; 
yet miſtaking his objection the difficulty ſtill re- 

mained, as Mr. —— informed him, deſiring his 
further thoughts, which were deferred for a long 
time, either thro' ablence from home, or an ap- 


- plication to other affairs: and therefore not ob- 


taining from thoſe worthy miniſters the deſired ſa- 
tisfaction, he was pleaſed to tell me, I had time and 
leiſure, and he wiſhed I would undertake it. With 
this requeſt I was at Jaſt induced to comply, mere- 


ly, that I might prevent the ill conſequences of 


their ſilence. oe 

What he was pleaſed to ſay of my letter in 
converſation, made it known to other perſons, 
and ſome of my friends requeſted me 7o favour then 
with a fight, or bearing of what I had written to bim; 
ſince which I have been deſired by ſeveral perſons 
to print that with the ſubſequent letter. But tho 


the ſolicitation of friends has very often been given 


by authors, as the reaſon for ſending their writings _ 
abroad; yet I could not eſteem it ſufficient to juſ- 
tify this publication, if I did not alſo think with 


them, that it might in ſome meaſure ſubſerve the 


cauſe of truth. For which reaſon only I have 
ſubmitted them to the public, hoping they may be- 


come uſeful towards checking the growth of an 


opinion, which I find ſome very able miniſters, 
from a miſtaken notion of charity, ariſing from 


mere good nature, complaiſance, or private friend- 
ſhip, ſeem ſomewhat deſirous to promote. They 


may hope perhaps to eſtabliſh the reputation of 


_ Chriſtianity, and prevent ſome attacks from the 
Deiſts or others, by uniting Chriſtians of all deno- 


minations in communion together; but diſcern 
not, that they are thereby giving them a much 
greater advantage, by ſapping one or more of the 
very foundgtion principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, 
Heb, vi. 1, 2; by taking away the fences and de- 

ſtroying 


(1) 
ſtroying the very boundary, which Chriſt hiniſelf 
has made. But more of this hereafter. 


Dr. Wall, in his Hiſtory of infant- -baptiſm, and 
in his Defence of the ſame, ſays; * © That all the 
ancient Chriſtians (without the exception of one 
man) do underſtand that rule of our Saviour, 
* Johnni, g. to mean baptiſm ; and that he believes 
Calvin to be the firſt man that ever denied it ſo 
to be meant.” This is ſo full an atteſtation to 
the univerſal judgment of all antiquity for 14. or 
1500 years in favour of the ſenſe, which I have 


given of John iii. 3, 5, that T could not avoid 
tranſcribing it for my Teaders. 


And this is further confirmed by the learned 
Dr. Whitby, who in his annotations ſays ; That 
to /ee the kingdom of God here, and to enter into it, 
ver. 5. is the ſame thing, and both theſe phraſes 
ſignify to be a real member of that kingdom, and 
to enjoy the bleſſings belonging to them who are 
fo; .. That Chriſt ſeems to ſpeak this not prima- 
rily of that heavenly kingdom, into which the 
bleſſed ſhall enter at the day of judgment, but 
of that ſpiritual kingdom which was to be erect- 
ed by the Meſſiah ; and into which men entered 
by baptiſm ; whence it muſt follow, that no 
man is indeed a member of Chriſt's kingdom, 
who is not truly regenerate. . . . . That this ſeems 
to be directed againſt the falſe and pernicious 
conceptions of the Jewiſb doctors, the Scribes 
and Phariſees, who thought they had a title to 
the kingdom of God, and the bleſſings of it, 
as being the ſeed of Abraham according to the 
feſh.”. . . . And on the fifth verſe, 
That our Lord here ſpeaks of baptiſmal re- 
generation, the whole chriſtian church from the 
beginning hath always taught, and that with very 
good reaſon ; for, firſt, tho? water 1s ſometimes 
put to Ggnify, or repreſent the PETE opera- 
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(vii) 
tions of the holy ſpirit, yet to be born of water 
is a phraſe never uſed in ſcripture, for being 
born of the ſpirit ; but very properly is it uſed 
of that baptiſm, which is the laver of regenera- 
tion, Tit. i. 5. and was by all the antients ſtiled, 
meAyyarcia, Or regeneration, Secondly, .... to 
be baptized with water and the Holy Ghoſt, moſt 
likely ſignifies to be baptized with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and with the ſymbol of water. Thirdly, 


The queſtion betwixt Chriſt and Nicodemus was 


about that which was requiſite to fit a man to 
enter into the kingdom, that is, the church of 
God, and make him partaker of the bleſſings of 


the goſpel. Now it is certain that baptiſm by wa- 


ter 1s, by our Lord, declared to be the ordinary 


© means of entering into his kingdom, for he 


faith, Mark xvi. 16. He that believeth and is bap- 


77 | 
tized ſhall be javed; .. . . Chriſt therefore here de- 


clares 1t to be a rite neceſſary for the entrance of 


adult perſons into his kingdom, and it ſeems 
highly reaſonable to eſteem ſo of it; for what 
ſalvation can be expected by them, who, after 
he hath told them they muſt be baptized with 


water, that they may enter into his kingdom, 


do by refuſing that ſacrament too plainly ſhew 
that they refuſe that way of entering into his 
kingdom, and becoming his diſciples, which he 
had appointed for that end ? = 
Dr. Benſon alſo, for I am told, he hath had the 


degree of doctor in divinity conferred upon him 
by one of the Univerſities in Scotland ſince theſe 
remarks were written, has in his book, intitled, 


The Reaſonableneſs of the Chrifien Religion, paraphraſ- 


& 
E 
C 


$ 


ed theſe words of Chriſt to Nicodemus, Except a man 
be born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God, of 
his © publicly taking upon him the profeſſion of 


the chriſtian religion, by baptiſm ; or elſe he 
could not ſee the kingdom of God, could not 
become a member of Chriſt's church, or king- 


dom * which he further illuſtrates and confirms 


— 


(vii) 
from the fifth verſe. And as he there takes it 
for the true meaning and intention of our Lord, 

the ſenſe moſt eaſily defended againſt the cavils of 
an infidel ; he cannot, I think, well object againſt 
the uſe I hive made Ok it, and the inferences 
drawn from thence in my letter. 

Dr. Benſon is very juſtly eſteemed by many per- 
ſons for his writings, who, no doubt, will think 
it no ſmall recommendation of my expoſition, that 
it is approved by him. Therefore, tho' the paſ- 
ſage is pretty long, yet I will give it my readers; 
whereby they may allo ſee, what groundleſs ſup- 
poſitions, even the doctor himſelf is ready to make 
from Nicodemus's ignorant anſwer to Chriſt, in or- 
der to ſupport a favourite opinion. He ſays, 
page 247, 

Our Saviour's converſation with Nicodemus is 
the moſt juſt and proper, provided we attend to 
his character, and to all the circumſtances. He 
was a Phariſee, and laboured under the com- 
® mon prejudices of the Jes, and as he was a 
ruler among them, and of a timorous temper, 
* hecame to Jeſus by night ; however he owned 
* his miracles, and thence inferred his divine miſ- 
« ſion; moſt probably taking him for the Met- 
ſiah. © Jeſus let him know that coming to 
* him by night was not ſufficient, neither had he, 
* as a Few, any right to be a member of the meſ- 
* ſial's kingdom, but he mult, like other proſe- 
« lytes (in the Zewy/h phraſe) be born again, or pub- 
* licly take upon him the profeſſion of the chriſ- 
tian religion, by baptiſm ; or elſe he could not 
« ſee the kingdom of God, could not become a 
member of Chriſt's church, or kingdom.” Ni- 
« codemus thought himſelf already one of the peo- 
ple of God, becauſe he was a Few, If our Sa- 
< yiour had told him that an heathen, in order to 
become a proſelyte to the 7ewyh religion, muſt 
be born again, by baptiſm and circumciſion, he 
could have readily underſtood him; becauſe 

* that 
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(ix) 
* that was their uſual phraſeology for the initiat- - 
ing of heathen proſelytes into the Jew!/h religion. 
But that he, a Je, and (as ſuch) alrea dy one of 
the people of God, ſhould have occaſion for 
being initiated, like a heathen proſelyte, was 
what he could not underſtand. He therefore, 
could think of no other meaning to Jeſuss 


words, but the literal meaning; and yet was 


5 ſurprizcd to hear him talk of being | born again, 
in the natural ſenſe.? 
All that is here pretended 5 Nic -odemnts*s an- 


ſwer is a mere ſuppoſition, not only without the 


leaſt evidence from any authentic hiſtory, but al- 


ſo quite contrary to reaſon. For, if there had been 


any ſuch proſelyte baptiſm amongſt the Jews, before 


and in our Saviour's time; and which they were every 


day making uſe of, as Dr. Benſon pretends : no com- 
mon Jew, much leſs @ ruler, and maſter in 1ſraet, 


could ever have been lo ſurpriſed, and fo much at 


a lols, how to underſtand our Lord; and there- 


fore, muſt have returned a much better anſwer to 


him. Such, as this, would na wturally have occur- 
red to mind. I know very well that it 15 common 
and uſual, even daily, tor heathen proſclytes to 


© be initiated into our religion by baptiſm and cir- 


* cumciſion ; but, as we are the people of God, 
* circumciſed Fews already, can there be any 
« reaſon or any occaſion for us to be baptized, as 
well as proſelytes.' This, upon the doctor's ſup- 
poſition, would have been the moſt ready and the 


moſt natural reply, when Chriſt told him, he mus? 
be born again, or he could not ſee the kingdom of God : 

but by 
| pears to be fo far from knowing 
about Fewiſh proſelyte baptiſm; 
leaſt notion of any ſuch thing, that the only idea, 
which he had, of being born again, was entirely 


the anſwer which NMicodemus gave, he ap- 


any thing at all 
or of having the 


confined to that oi the natural” birth - and it is 


remarkable alſo, that his anſwer univerſally ex- 


tends to all men, whether Heathen or r fews 3 : for 
A Be. 


(x) 

he ſays, not, how can I, or how can a Je, but, 
How can a Man be born «hen he is old? Can he enter 

the ſecond time into bis mother*s «womb, and be born? which 


therefore is a ſtrong preſumptive proof, that no ſuch 


Jewiſh proſelyte baptilm was ever heard of by him. 
It is a thing vaſtly incredible, that a ruler, and 


maſter in 7/7ae! ſhould be quite ignorant of it, if 


there then was, or had ever been, any ſuch prac- 
tice amongſt the Jews, and ſo very common, that 


they were * daily making uſe of it. This paſſage of 


icripture therefore, and the other ſix, ! produced | in 
my ſupplement, afford ſo many convincing argu- 
ments againſt this opinion, which has not one text, 


nor any "other good authority to ſupport it, that 
one would think it ſhould never be admitted by 
any Chriſtians, who ſeriouſly conſider them. 


Lg 


himlelf, and confirmed what he had ſaid, afſur- 
ing him that unleſs a man (even a Jew) were re— 


into) the kingdom of God. And, from the hil- 
tory of the Ads of the apoſtles, and their epiſ- 


« tles, we accordingly find, that that was the 


way, in which Jews, as well as other perſons, 
were initiated into the chriſtian church, being 
firſt baptized with water, and then with the Holy 
Spirit. (See, beſides many other places, 4% ii. 
38. and vill. 12. Sc. and xix. 1. Cc.) Our Saviour 
goes on to ſay, ver. 6. Being born of the fleſh, 
being a Jeco by birth, did not initiate him into 
the chriſtian church; neither would it have done 
ſo, if it had been ever ſo often repeated. But 


initiate him into the ſpiritual diſpenſation. M- 
codemus, deeply tinctured with the Fewi/h preju- 
dices, was very much aſtoniſhed ar Jeſus's talk. 
Our Lord obſerved it, and ſaid unto him, Mar- 
vel not that I ſaid unto you, that you (Fews) 


* muſt be born again. And then ver. 8. he at- 


« tacks 


But Dr. Benſon proceeds: Jeſus explained | 


gularly initiated into his church, or born of wa- 
ter and of the ſpirit, he could not ſee (or enter 


being born of water and of the ſpirit, would 
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tacks another Jewiſh prejudice in Nicodemns, and 
1ntimated that rhe Gentiles ſhould be called into 


the kingdom of Go, under the Meſſiabh, and 
ſhould enjoy equal privileges; the wind bloweth 
were it pleaſcth, and you hear the ſound there- 
of, but cannot tell whence it cometh and whi- 
ther it gocth; (you cannot tell all the points 
from whence it cometh, nor to how many points 
it. ſteereth its courſe z but it appeareth, from the 


ſound, and other effects of it, that it bloweth to 


and from all points of the compaſs} ſo is every 


one that is born of the ſpirit; ſo ſhall men come 


from all parts of the world, from every point 
of the compaſs, and (by being baptized with 


water and with the ſpirit) be initiated as proſe— 


lytes to my religion : or (as our Saviour elſewhere 


expreſſed the ſame thing) they ſhail come from 


the eait, and from the weſt, from the north, 
and from the fouth ; and ſhall ſit down in the 


kingdom of God. This additional diſcovery 


increated Nicocemus's ſurpriſe, and he faid unto 
him, how can theſe things be? Jeſus, with the 
greatett propriety, anſwered, are you a maſter 
in Iſracl, and know not theſe things? Can you 
be ignorant of your own phraſes, in which be— 
ing born again ſignifies proſelytiſm; and which 
you are every day uſing, concerning heathens 


coming over to your religion? And, why can- 


not you underſtand the ſame phraſes, when ap- 
plied to Fes entering into my church? And, 
can you (a maſter in Mael) be ignorant of God's 


deſign to accept the Gentiles, as his people, under 


the Meſſiah, when, your ancient prophets have, 
in many places and clearly, ſpoken of this re- 
markable event? I could eaſily go on to thew 
you, how our Saviour attacked ſome other of 
Nicodemus's prejudices ; intimating that he was to 
be crucified ; and that they were wrong in ex- 
pecting a temporal triumphant prince, when the 

a 2 pro- 
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Prophets had foretold a ſpiritual, ſuffering Met- 
ſans and that the heathen world was not to be 
condemned, but ſaved, by his coming. But 
enough has been ſaid, to ſhew that this text doth 
not prove that for which your author hath al- 

ledged 1 ik.“ e 
The doctor might, perhaps, take up this 
groundleſs opinion "of Tew!iſh proſelyte baptiſm, 
upon the c redit of ſuch Chriſti jans, who had before 
imbibed it from Jewfþ fables, without thoroughly 
examining the foundation, upon which it ſtands, 
as he might have done, But I have ſhewn in my 
ſupplement, that there is no clear evidence, nor 
exprets mention of ſuch a thing in any of their 
books, till the Gemara, a part of the Jewiſh Tat- 
mud, not written till five or ſix hundred years af- 
ter our bleſſed Lord; much too late to be regard- 
ed, if the authority of it was not at the lowelt ebb 
imaginable. For the ſuppoſition grounded upon 
the miſchna in the third century, which 1s the firſt 
pretended proof, may only relate to bathing for 
purification from the blood of circumciſion, with 
which, thro? their ſuperſtitious deluſion, they might 
then pretend the patient was defiled: tho', as it 
was no natural purgation, but aroſe folely from the 
divine command, it could not be attended with 
any kind of pollution, or uncleanneſs, to necd a 
purification. And according to the law of Moſes, 
the ſprinkling or ſtriking with blood, was ſo far 
from polluting, that it was the moſt Glen purifi- 
cation; whereby not only the people, but alſo the 
jeſts, their garments, the ſanctuary, with all 
the veſſels of the miniſtry, and even the book of 
the law itſelf, were ſanctified or hallowed, Exod. 
_xxiv. 6—8. ch. xix. 20, 21. Levit: iv. 6, 17, 18. 
ch. viii. 15, 30. ch. xvi. 14, 20. ch. xvii. II. Heb. 
x. 7, 13, 19—22. And there is no mention in 
ſcripture, that any kind of pollution attended the 
blood of circumciſion ; or the leaſt, moſt diſtant 
hint, that any manner of purification. by water 
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was neceſſary to prepare the patient for circumci- 
ſion, any more than for cleanſing him after it; no 
account that any ſuch thing was practiſed, when 
Abraham, at the command of God, circumciſed 
himſelf and all the males of his family, Gen. xvii. 
23-27 or when he circumciſed his ſon Iſaac, the 


year after, upon the eighth day, Gen. xxi. 4. Nor 


do we read, that the child of Mojes was bathed in 
Water, when Zipporah his wife, who was no Feweſs, 

circumciſed it with a ſharp ſtone, Exod. iv. 25; or thoſe 
many thouſands of ſjrae! circumciſed by Foſbua, 


at the hill of foreſeins, after their forty years travel 


in the wilderneſs, Zoſhua v. 2—9 ; tho? it is rea- 


ſonable to ſuppoſe that many of them were pol- 
luted by the idolatries, for which ſo many thou- 


ſands had been cut off, as well as by their other 
ſins. Neither was there any thing of this kind ap- 
pointed by the Lord, when he gave to the 


Jews, by Moſes and Auron, the law for circumciſ 
ing of proſelytes, and their families, Exod. xii. 48; 
where, if it had been the will of God, it muſt 
certainly have been expreſsly mentioned. For the 
precepts of the Jewiſh law, concerning their reli- 
gious rites, are ſo very particular, and exact in 
every thing, that they are often repeated over and 
over again, to prevent any miſtake in the one, or 


any omiſſion in performance of the other. And 


therefore to be ſure nothing of the divine will ſo 
very eſſential, as to be made the plan of chriſtian 
baptiſm afterwards, could ever be wholly omitted 


by Moſes; who, we are aſſured, was a faithful 
ſervant; and told the children of 111 racl, according to all 


that the Lord commanded him, Num. xxix, 40. Heb. iii. 


5. ch. viii. 5. And moreover, it is remarkable, 
that in the command of God for circumciſ- 


ing proſelytes and their families, it is expreſsly ſaid, 


that one law ſhall be to him that is home born, and unto 


tbe ſtranger that ſojourneth among you, Exod. xii, 48, 


49. Nor was there any ſuch thing practiſed or re- 


quired of the Sbechemites, when they were circum- 
ciſed, 
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ciſed, Gen. xxxiv. 24; where, if it had been at 
all neceſi lary for proſelytes, we might reaſonably 
have expected the mention of it: fo that our Pæ- 
dobaptiſt brethren have not the leaſt ſhadow of 
evidence, either in the Old or New Teſtament, to 
ſupport this Jew!ſh fable, on which they build fo 
much. But, on the contrary, every thing we 
meet with there relating either to circumciſion, or 
baptiſm, 1s clearly and plainly againſt them ; and 
all the proofs, which they have yet been able to 
produce for Ferwiſh proſelyte baptiſm, before and in 
our Saviour's time, and for ſeveral hundred years 
afterwards, are no better than Dr. Benſon's ſuppo- 
ſition from Necodemus's anſwer to Chriſt; where the 
manner of expreſſion, the circumſtances of things, 
compared with the poſitive and clear expreſſions of 
the Yeti Rabbins, in that and ſome following 
ages, are a ſufficient and evident proof of the di- 
rect contrary : that they never had any ſuch initt- 
atory baptiſm, as is pretended, among(t them, 
and inerefore if the doctor had ever thoroughly 
ſearched into theſe things, it may be preſumed, 
that he would never have endeavoured to propa- 
gate, amongſt his readers, the belief of Je’ 
profelyre baptiſm, before and in our Saviour's 
time. But I have given a more full and particular 
account of this Fewiſb fable, in my ſupplement, 
and in my anſwer to Mr, Emlyn's previous queſtion, 
from the writings of the learned Dr. Gale, who was 
as able to ſcarch into, as careful to find out the 
truth, and to know the foundation of this ground- 
leſs conceit as any man, and whoſe teſtimonies and 
arguments upon that head were never yet confuted. 
To them I refer my readers, and ſhall only add 
here, that for any thing, which has ever yet ap- 
peared, notwithſtanding all the Jabour and pains 
taken by our Pædobaptiſt brethren to eſtabliſh this 
notion of Few proſelyte baptiſm, it ſtands upon 
the bare authority of talmudical books, not com- 
poſed til ſeveral hundred years after Chriſt, and 


ſtulfed 


(EAV) 
ſtuffed with blaſphemiès, full of ſtupid infatuation, 
and wild romaice 3 a d upon whoſe credit, if it 
was not invalidated by what has beet; already Pub- 
iſhed, no man, who wiſh s not to be impoſed upon, 
would ever rely. And are theſe principles, from 


which to deduce duties of religion; on which to 


found poſitive inſtitutions of God ? If Jewiſh le- 
gends are to be the ground work of chriſtian duties, 
the whole face o the goſpel may in time be ſo man- 
gled, and disf, ured, as to bare nothing at all of the 
alpect of primitive, a and unadulterate Curiſtianity,” 


All that is between tne books from [How Chriſtians can think 
P. 103. to, it is remarkable twat] p 104. And alſo from [More- 
over all inch perions, p. 106 to, divine diſpleaſure] p. 108 was 
not in the origina! letters. I he paſſlges from the poſtolica! con- 

ſtitutions, and {juſtin martyr, interted in tlie latter addition, wit- 
yes to tie iruth and jullnels of my own reaſoning ; whereby the 


readet may lee, I have the beit antiquity on my ſide, a thing not 


to be d=ipiſ-d by any wile or conſiderate man, when Corre- 
ſponding with the ſcriptures then ſelbes 
have alſo :dde the word viſibie in ſome places, and an ex- 
proſſion, or two beſides, more clearly to determine my ſenie, 
and pr vent Any miſconſtruction of my words. And if any reader 
ſhou'd thiik my arguments in ſome places bare too hard upon 
ſuch cemmunicants, as are unbapt:zed ; or on thoſe, who com- 
municate with »thers, whom they know and believe to ye10 ; or 
upon any other denomination of Chriſtians, who are not of the 
Baptiſt verſuaſion; I hope his candour wil! acquit me of uncha- 
ritableneſs, when he conſi er my caution, in reſtraining my ar. 
gument- to the ſtate of the chriuian church herc on earth. And J 
am periuaded my charity is as great for thoſe, who differ in opi- 
nion from me, as any Chriſtian's is, or ought to be; tho' I can- 
not be ſo complaiſant to any, as to give up the intereſt of truth; 
and countenance them in a corruption, or neglect of any one 
of my Lord's commands or inſtitutions. And I doubt not, but 
they wouldreadily acknowledge this; if I ſhould ever pub ilh, 
what I wrote many years ago, upon the unlawfulneſs of impoſing 
human articles, creeds, or explanations of ſcripture, or of ſepa- 
ration for mere difference in opinion ; and therefore all I have 
here ſaid ought wholly to be imputed to a laudibl-- zeal in me 
for the cauſe of truth; which God grant I may never be aſhamed 
or afraid to appear in, according to my ability. And if I am but 


ſo happy, as to beany ways ſerviceable thereto ; ind at the ſame 


time retain the favourable ſentiments of my readers, agreeable to 


what I beipoke, in my fit letter, of the reverend miniſter, at | 


whole requeſt i it was written, it is all I deſire. 
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REMARKS 


On the Sereral 


ANSWERS 


To the Pamphlet, intitled 


Chriftianit not founded 


on Argument, 


INTRODUCTION, 


2B? HE poſitive duties of our holy religion 

are equally ſacred, and demand from us, 
A if we are from conviction Chriſtians, and, 
in decency of character, if we are only 
nominal, nay, if we are hypocritical, and 
merely mercenary Chriſtians, the ſame 


| outward regard and ſtrict obſervation, as thoſe which are 


moral and unchangeable. Tho? they are not of the ſame 
importance and intrinſic dignity, they are, and mult be, 


equally inviolable, becauſe there is but one enacting au- 


B | | 'thority 
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thority With reſpect to the laws both of nature and re- 
velation : and tho' the former may be received as fit rules 
of conduct, they can never be obeyed as laws of govern- 
ment, but upon the very ſame foundation and ground of 
authority, For nature cannot be ſuperior to God, becauſe 
it is the conſtitution and creature of God ; it can therefore 
have no pretence to controul his will ſupernaturally re- 
vealed : for in both cafes the wiſdom is the ſame, and 
the right of governing the ſame, A Chriſtian therefore 
muſt yield exact obedience to the poſitive inſtitutions of 
the chriſtian doctrine on the ſelf-ſame principle, on which 
he thinks it his duty to conform from motives of religion, 
or acknowledgment and ſuitable veneration of the ſu- 
preme Deity, to the eternal and univerſal rules of virtue 
and morality. e | _ 

When therefore any of us, acknowledging the authority 
of Chriſt, and the divinity and truth of his religion, live 
in the omiſhon of any poſitive duty, which he, in the 
name of God, and as inveſted with his ſupreme authori- 
ty, has enjoined upon us, we act in ſuch a manner, as is 
not only abſolutely inconſiſtent with the character we 
aſſume, and ſhould think it our honour to bear, of bein 
his diſciples, but in a way that is a contradiction to itſelf, 
and to all the natural principles of reaſon. For there is 
no one clearer and more certain principle of everlaſting 
and unalterable right within the whole extent and ſcope of 
moral duty, than this, that the omnipotent creator and 
ſovereign ruler, whoſe dominion is unlimited, and who 
is perfect in wiſdom, and in all moral excellence, ſhould 
be reverenced, honoured, and obeyed in all his laws, in 
all the diſcoveries and declarations of his will, whether 
by the voice of nature, or by extraordinary methods of 
revelation. And in no one point can there be the leaſt 
juſt ground to object, without ſuppoſing that he is a capri- 
cious, arbitrary, tyrannical being, who is not in the ab- 
ſtract propriety and truth of things fit to be obeyed, nor, 
conſequently, without entirely diſſolving, together with 
every inſtituted tie, the religion of nature and reaſon it- 
ſelf. Nor ought the baſe and laviſh principle of public 
ſhame, or a ſordid ſecular intereſt, to have any influence 
in an affair of ſuch vaſt importance, as that of preſerving 
an uncorrupted probity of mind, and approving our fide- 
lity to God. They ſhould neither ſuſpend, nor controul 
and limit, the free ſcope of our enquiries, nor prevent 
our renouncing error, however popular and long _—_— 
| e, 


SD 


ed, upon a full nei of the underſtanding, and 
making a public profeſſion of the truth, however deſpiſed 
and loaded with reproach and ignominy. Such an inge- 
nuous and open conduct has ſomething fo great, ſo praiſe- 
worthy and generous in it, that almoſt all will find them- 
8 05 conſtrained by nature, and the univerſal ingrafted 

-ntiment of what is right and excellent, to approve, what 
it few have the piety and reſolution to imitate. 

The ordinance of baptiſm is a duty entirely chriſtian, 
and a matter of mere inſtituted ſervice, ordained indeed 
not wantonly, for the diſplay of power, and the prero- 
oatives of ſovereign rule, but wiſely calculated to ſubſerve 
the great purpoſes of virtue, and the ultimate end of all 
true religion. And as the obligation of it reſults wholly 


from the will of God the ſupreme lawgiver, the original 
plan of inſtitution ought, in every circumſtance, to be 


ſtrictly obſerved, and inflexibly adhered to. Jo annul, 
is to degrade and oppoſe the authority of God: to alter, 
is, ſo far as the alteration extends, the ſame as to annul. 


Circumſtances may poffibly happen here, as in the caſe of 


all other poſitive ſervices, that will excuſe, for a time at 
leaſt, from the actual performance of this duty; but no fi- 
tuation, no plea of inconvenience, can juſtify our intro- 
ducing and ſubſtituting a human ordinance in the place of 
a divine, But whenever ſuch changes are attempted and 
complied with, the act immediately loſes the nature of 
piety, and is converted into groſs ſuperſtition. The piety 
is evacuated by departing from the command of God, 
which alone can conſtitute a religious obligation; and the 
ſuperſtition plainly appears, in that it isa ſervice contriv- 
ed and dictated by the blind conceit, folly, and arrogance 
of man, which is the general eſſential nature, and the 
proper character of all ſuperſtition. Let Chriſtians there- 
fore proceed calmly, diſcarding and utterly renounc- 
ing all prejudices, whether of education, cuſtom, or in- 
tereſt ; let them with candour and ſimplicity of mind, 


conſider the account, which the new I eſtament gives of the 
ordinance of baptiſm, in which alone the primitive law, 


_ preſcribing the practice of it, is authoritatively recorded ; 
and upon which our judgment concerning it, if we are 
reaſonable Chriſtians or conſiſtent Proteſtants, muſt be ab- 
ſolutely and wholly formed. 

Had theſe ſentiments always poſſeſſed the minds of 
' Chriſtians, thoſe diviſions and contentions, which have 
to long diſturbed, diſtracted and rent the church 
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of Chriſt, had been prevented. And it is by ſuch a con- 
duct, and by that alone, that an happy end muſt be put 
to them ; for hereby we ſhould ſoon become one flock, 
and one fold, under Chriſt Feſus the great ſhepherd and bi- 
Ship of our fouls, 1 Pet. ii. 25. This indeed is what the 
ignorant zealot, the mad and wild enthuſiaſt have had in 
view: for the accompliſhing of this, the moſt wicked and 
injurious proceedings have beenbegun and carried on by 
them, with the utmoſt rage and fury, againſt the moſt 
{1ncere, pious and conſcientious Chriſtians; for no other 
reaſon in the world, but becauſe they differed from them 
in the practice of ſome religious duties, or could not aſſent 
to ſuch perplexed propoſitions, as they were pleaſed to im- 
poſe as the orthodox faith. Fire and faggot, with all man- 
ner of cruelty and bloodſhed, have been the helliſh means 
made uſe of by ſome to convince men of what thoſe ty- 
rants and murderers were pleaſed to call the true chriſtian 
faith ; whilſt fines and impriſonment, and all kinds of 
oppreſſion, have been the tender mercies of others, and 
the method they perſued for informing the underſtanding, 
and eitabliſhing uniformity in faith and worſhip. * Many 
and juſt [fays the Cambridge Gentleman, tho' he Ned 
for the magiſtrate's power in favour of truth] have been 
the complaints againſt this method and manner of pro- 
„ ceeding. Meek, mild and merciful], was the behavi- 
„our of the great author of our religion; ; and of the 
„ ſame nature, all his precepts and directions. But ſevere 
& and inhuman have many laws been, and they have been 
executed with unrelenting rigour, as neceſſary ſupports 
to Chriſtianity, Such have been the meaſures not only: 
« againſt it's profeſſed enemies, but againſt Chriſtians of 
<«& different diſtinctions and denominations. Barbarities, 
„ equally horrible with thoſe which have raged among 
« the moſt barbarous nations, have by this means been 
<« committed in the chriitian world.“ But how far ſhort 
21} fuch meaſures are ever likely to be of producing this 
deſirable end, the event hath ſufficiently and fully prov- 
ed. For which reaſon ſome miniſters in our time, who 
are for promoting the ſame thing, tho' in a very different 
Way, think that there may be, and accordingly recom- 
mend, ſuch a general union, that all Chriſtians, under 
ever genomination, may communicate together at the 
Lord's table, notwithſtanding their various conceptions con- 
cerning the doctrines of Chriſtianity, and the different 


manner 
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5 Cambritee Letter, p. —_— 26. 


(3 
manner in which ſome pretend to adminiſter baptiſm, as 
the ordinance of Chriſt. Indeed, if our differences ſubſiſt- 
ed only in the mind, then every one might poſſeſs his ſpe- 
culative truthentire, notwithſtanding his brother's miſtakes, 
For it is very common now in moſt aſſemblies, for Chriſ- 
tians, who ſtrictly believe in the divine unity, to commu- 
nicate with thoſe, who profeſs the Athanaſian doctrine, 
with the ſame ſincere piety in each, as if they were all of 
one mind in that controverſy, And even at the Lord's 
table, I might receive the divine memorials of my Saviour's 
paſſion, with all the devotion and reverence, and with 
that juſt and rational idea of mind, which the ſcripture 
gives of it; whilſt my brother and fellow Chriſtian, 
who ſat next me, might alſo receive it in remembrance of 
Chriſt; and yet, from a notion form'd in his mind, upon 
the letter of the word, and the wild dictates of others, be 
led to adore it as his God, and verily believe in his heart, 
that the elements of bread and wine, after conſecration, 
were really tranſubſtantiated into the body and blood of 
our Redeemer; and this without diſturbing, or in the 
leaſt diſcompoling each other in our devotions. Nor are 
there any points of doctrine, or articles of the chriſtian 
faith, in which the conceptions and opinions of Chriſtians 
1 can poſſibly differ more widely from each other, than they 
23 do in theſe, and therefore the like forbearance or allow- 
ance ought to be made for the weakneſs of my erring 
brother, with reſpect to them alſo : whereby the rights of 3 
private judgment will be inviolably maintained, agreeable 0 
ro what the apoſtle faith; Haſt thou faith? Have it 1 
to thyſelf before God, Rom. xiv. 22. And, Him that is Ny 
weak in the faith receive you, but not to doubtful diſpu ta- 
tient, ver. 1. 5 fon 
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But on the other hand, where our differences conſiſt 
not merely in ſpeculation, or the bare aſſent of our minds 
toany ſcripture truth; but alſo in matters of practice, or 
the manner, in which religious duties are to be perform- 
ed, as the ordinances of God, and as the appointments 

of Chriſt himſelf, there our different and contrary pro- 

_ ceedings muſt neceſſarily create confuſion and diſorder. 

Belides, it would be moſt unreaſonable to expect, that 
any man ſhould openly countenance, and give public 

ſanction to the performance of any act in the name of the 
Lord ; which his conſcience aſſures him is no other than 

a mere human appointment, or ſuperſtitious inſtitution, 

whereby that of Chriſt is entirely ſubverted, and made 
a | of 
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of no effect. In this caſe therefore every econ ont. 
Chriſtian muſt be fo far from openly count nancy, of 
giving public fanftion to ſuch WON or proceeding 
that, on the contrary, his duty to {iod, end his allegiance 


to Chriſt, oblige him to bear 4 eithfa! teſtimony again? 
all ſuch corruptions, in oder to maintain and up 
hold the authority of Chriſt, the honour ant digtity vi 
his laws, the reſtoration and eſtab! hment of the burity 
and truth of his inſtitutions; and, 4s ivr 15 1m him es the 
reformation of his brother from 'the error of his ways. 


And we are the more obliged to this, with reſpect to ha \p 
tiſm, in that our Pzdobaptif brethren cannot hat ul 

fy us in our adminiitration of that ſacred ordinance, bs 
acknowledging it was the primitive practice, the way ty 
which believers were initiated in the apoſtles days; and 3 
they cannot produce any divine author for the altera 
tions by them introduced, their own practices at heft no 
other than a church, Thad like to have ſai dP Opiſh, tradition. 
And therefore, as I have ſhewn at argen 7 tupplement, 
It is not we, but they themſelves, who make the ſepara 
ration, They force us from them, and it is at their 4994 
only, that the ſin of ſchiſm muſt lie; . two iliings 
Chriſt himſelf has made eſſential to the conſtitution at, 


and gathering of members into his, church. One is a firm 


belief of this great foundation article of che chriſtian faith, 


that he is Chri/? the Son of the living God; for upon this 


rock, ſays he, I will build my church: and the gates of hell 
hall not prevail againſt it, Matt. xvi. 16. On which fee 
my ſupplement, p. 12. The other is, that ſuch believers be 


born of water and of the ſpirit, without which, he * 


us, no man can ſee, or enter into, the kingdom of God; 
which ſee my firſt letter, and alſo Dr. Woitly and Mr. 
Benſon, as quoted in my preface. 

Theſe therefore ought to be ſtrictly obſerved, and punc- 
tually complied with by every Chriſtian ; and muſt alſo be 


inflexibly adhered to, and inviolably maintained by the 


chriſtian church: which therefore ſhe ought not to diſ- 
penſe with, ſo far as to admit perſons to the rights and pri- 
vileges thereof, who do not profeſs to believe the one, and 
have not manifeſted that faith in Chriſt, with their reſolu- 
tion of obedience to him, by ſubmitting to the other; be- 
cauſe all ſuch perſons are hereby ſtrictly excepted or pro- 


hibited by Chriſt himſelf. For a ſociety of Chriſtians 


therefore to receive unbaptized perſons into their commu- 


nion, would be to countenance their unbelief and diſobe- 


dience, 
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11ence, and with reſpect to themſelves, may be eſteemed 
+ deſpiſing the authority of Chriſt, a betraying, or giving 
17 his inſtitution, and a caſting off their allegiance to him. 
And in the event, it would be fo far from preventing re- 
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Sections, 2nd hindering deiſts from attacking chriſtianity, 
that by our thus lapping oneor two of the foundation prin- 
ile e, 114 Jdeftrime of Chriſt, Heb. vi. 1, 2. and of our 

oOwinl vu ting away the fences, and deſtroying the very 

4 Gunda winch Chriſt himſelf has made, which I appre- 
end would be the conſequence of ſuch an unnatural or 
unutliftable union, we ſhould thereby give infidels a much 
Sato euyantoge againſt us, and our holy religion, than 

hey can poilibly have from the continuance of our diſtinct 

arid ſeparate communions, Os = 
tor when deiſts obſerve, that Chriſtians themſelves 
make {0 very utth account of Chriſt's moſt ſolemn inſti- 
cutlons, or ci the right adminiſtration of them, they ma 

hence infer, and be led to think themſelves fully juſtified 

i) rejecting, or ſhewing 2. light an eſteem for his doc- 

erines 3 ſince it he was divinely inſpired, and really came 

from God, all that he delivered, muſt be equally obſerved 

by his profeſied diſciples and followers, who, as ſuch, can 

: never be abſolved from a moſt ſtrict and careful regard, 
5 and obedience to the whole of his inſtitutions. Nor is it 
7 their duty to have this regard to Chriſt's inſtitutions them 
ſelves only, but alſo to promote the ſame in others ſo far 

as they are able; which thoſe Chriſtians are very far from 

doing, who pretend that profeſſors of all denominations, 

_ nay, that perſons unbaptized,' may all communicate, or eat 

bread, and drink wine together at the Lord's table in remem- 

brance of Chriſt: which opinion, big with many evils, is 

neither founded on the word of God, nor the practice of 

the church in any age; nor yet upon the reaſon and na- 

ture of things, but only upon mere complaiſance, under 

5 the falſe notion of manifeſting their charity to other Chriſ- 

. tians. But ſurely our love and regard are due to Chriſt, 
tc his inſtitutions and laws, more than to any man, or 


body of men whatſoever; and therefore it muſt be very 
4 Auunjuſtifiable in us, to give up the former, for the ſake of ; 
* the latter, becauſe, he that loveth father, or mother, wife, 9 
— oer children, brethren, or ſiſters, or any thing, even his own . 
Tie, more than Chriſt and his ways, ig not worthy of him. 4 
1s Math. x. 32—39. Luke xiv, 25—31, For as Mr. Ben- "4 
Ja oberes, 0 323303230 4 
— 2 | WILL | 9 ly. 
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2 © Mr. Lzcke, in his excellent treatiſe; of the reaſon- 


c ableneſs of the chriſtian religion, &c. has ſhewn 
that.. . © the one ſingle propoſition, which Chriſt 
© and his Apoſtles made eſſential to being a Chriſtian, is, 
& that Jeſus is the Chriſt, otherwiſe called the Meſſiah, 
« the Son of God, or Saviour of men. Whoever, upon 


& attending to the evidence, was convinced of this truth, 


% acknowledged the belief of it, and took upon him the 


c profeſſion of this faith by baptiſm, was ſuppoſed ſuffici- 


<« ently to have acknowledged Chriſt's authority, and 
„ thereupon to be intitled to communion with any 
„ church, or Chriſtian, upon the face of the earth. He 
< had a title to all the privileges of being within the pale, 
e and was looked upon as one that belonged to that one 
ce flock and one fold, which are united under Chriſt Je- 
<« ſus their common head and Lord,” And then he adds 
ſtill further; 7 | 

3 © Butit is fundamental to the ſalvation of every man, 
that he be a ſincere, honeſt, upright man, and that he 
inquire, and readily receive whatever he finds to be 
true, whether by reaſon or revelation. In acknowledg- 


tion to receive whatever truths. he can find that Chriſt 
has any way revealed, as well as to practiſe every duty 


that is ſtamped with Chriſt's authority. For that would, 
in all juſt conſtruction, be to deny him to be the Chriſt, 
or a prophet and teacher ſent from God,” ö 

This is very juſtly expreſſed, and I heartily wiſh Mr. 
| Benſon, and all his Pzdobaptiſt brethren, would for their 
own fakes uniformly act according to this ſentiment of 
his, that we might no longer have occaſion to retort their 
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own words upon them, as a juſt rebuke for their not ſhew- 


ing that ſame regard and readineſs to obey Chriſt's autho- 
rity in the great duty of baptiſm, which they ſo forcibly 


preſs upon their hearers and readers upon many other 


occaſions : and which they can ſcarcely avoid giving room 


for, in almoſt every ſermon they preach, and every book 
| 8 eee they 


1. Benſon's Reaſinableneſs of the Chriſtion Religion, 
p. 84. 3 ibid. p. 85. | 


ing Jeſus to be the Chriſt, he in effect takes him for 
Head and Lord, and thereby lays himſelf under obliga- 


which he has injoined. And it would be ſo far renounc-_ 
ing his allegiance to Chriſt, and diſowning his divine 
miſſion and authority, to reject any doctrine or precept, 
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they publiſh, either in defence of Chriſtianity } a general, 
or the ſeveral doctrines thereof in ooh cular, againſt the 

various abuſes and corruptions of the And Can tliey 
ever think, how juſtly their own arguments may be 
turned againſt them, and then ſeriouſy conſider, 97. ii. 
I, 2, 3, 11, 1, — 21. Matt. xv. 3, 6, 9. and; Hart vii. 
7, 8, 9, 13. without ſecretly wiſhing, with lome concern, 
that we had no room, nor any occalion given for it, For 
are they not in this particular the very perſons Mr. Ben- 
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. ſpeaks of ? + Who, © overlooking the evidences already 
« afforded, are always cavilling and demanding new, or 


O 


Other ſort of evidence: they catch at every ſpecious ap- 
pearance of an argument, or objection, to make them- 
ſelves eaſy in rejecting truths of ſuch importance; but 


are afraid of examining things to the bottom, leſt they 
ſhould be thereby condemned. Such are the reaſons, 
which our Saviour has aſſigned, of mens want of faith 


in him and his goſpel. Or, 5 As the Oxford young 
_ Gentleman expreſſes himſelf, Can you not diſcern a mani- 


feſt difference between the behaviour of one {on who ac- 


cepts, and readily executes his father's commands, con- 


veyed to him by the inſtruments uſual in ſuch caſes, 
and from which he can have no more than a moral cer- 


tainty; and another who would believe neither his ſer- 


vant, nor his own hand- -writing, unleſs he came to him 
himſelf in perſon to acquaint him with his will and plea- 
ſure, The difference is viſible; and the reaſon of it is this. 
One caſe ſhews a will to obey ; ; the other, a diſpoſition 
to catch hold of every handle to excuſe himſelf ; which 


is the true eſſential diſtinction between a TER and an 


immoral man.” And as Dr. Doddridge obſerves, * There 
might indeed be a third ſort of perſons, whole ſtate was 
a medium between that of theſe, and of the ſcorners 


we mentioned before: I mean, ſuch as were indolent 
about the matter; neither poſitively perſuaded that 
Chriſtianity' [and if applied to many Chriſtians ; that 


adult baptiſm] © was falſe, nor quite convinced that it 


NG HM 


was true, nor ſolicitous to bring their doubts to an 1if- 


ſue; but concluding, that whether it were true or falſe, 
they might find out a path to happineſs without it. This 


was probably the caſe of many [ formerly}, as it undoubt- 


edly is the caſe of many in our days. Now ſuch as theſe 


were not to be looked upon as fair enquirers, but as 


0 tiillers 


_+* Mr, Benlon' $ Reaſonableneſs, De. p. g. 5 page 60. 


® Second Lerter, P. 19, 20 
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(10) 
in the moſt ſerious of all affairs; and as acting 
the moſt abſurd and inconſiſtent part: for as Chriſtia- 


iriflers 


© nity pretended to be a matter of the utmoſt importance, 
ſand promiſes the pardon of fir, with the gift of the Holy 
Ghofl, 1% the adult ſubjetts of baptiſm. Mark xvi. 16. Acts 


66 


ture of true faith is worth 


FF 


ii. 38. and xxii 16] © in neglecting it they acted as if it 


£c 


were aſſuredly falſe, white yet they confeſſed they knew 
not but it miglit be true. A conduct, which was ren- 
dered eſpecially inexcuſable by that grand apparatus, 
with which providence interpoſed to introduce it, which 
it it proved any thing at all concerning it, muſt prove 


it to be of infinite moment.” 


For, © It is not reaſonable, ſays Mr. Mole, 7 to think, 
that God will oblige any man to be reſolved, when he 
knows him to be deſtitute of the neceſſary means; but 
if 2 man provided with thoſe means, which an honeſt. 
uſe of is ſufficient to bring him to a clear determination, 
and he ſhall poſtpone all examination in a caſe, where 
the importance of the matter is inviting, and the autho- 
rity requiring it is competent; and go on fluctuating in 
doubt all his days: what reaſon can we have to think 
hardly of God, if condemnation be the conſequence of 
ſuch a conduct, and the man was before informed of it 
as a motive of diſſuaſion- ? 

And in this view therefore, his deſcription of the na- 
y to be here introduced. 
Having conſidered, ſays he, 3 the cauſes, I proceed to 
conſider the nature of faith. And by faith I mean ſuch 
a belief of the miſſion and doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
ſtands connected in a way of moral operation, with 
the exercife of repentance, and the ſubſequent practice 
of ſincere virtue; and leads into a compliance with 
every qualification, which Chriſt required for remiſſion 
and ſalvation.” [art xvi. 16. Acts ii. 38. and ch. ix. 
7-20 compared with Ch. xxii. 14—106.] Repentance 
and virtue [or obedience | were the great leſſons, which he 
was ſent to be a teacher of, and which faith was requir- 
ed as preparatory to their learning ; and for this reaſon, 
that it was, and ſo far forth as it was, the moral cauſe 
or inſtrument of leading men to the practice of thoſe 
duties, was it in God's appointment made the condition 
of his beſtowing the bleſſings of remiſſion and ſalvation 
on them, A faith, which is no way connected with 
© theſe 


7 Grounds of the Chriſtian Faith rational, p. 73. 
* Ibid. p. 15, 16. 


$4. +2. 
22 


7) ig ont Es ee and 
5 * , 


ce EE 


8 


5 
e 


NBA 
I 
4 * 5 
. 5 
| 3 
4 i642 
x © 
8 


( 11 


© theſe things,” [vIZ. Such a faith as Infants « are 1 uppojet 19 


dierive from "their parents, or t9 have in their fſponſers 3 er 
that federal holineſs which many of our Pedobaptijts think 


neceſſary for their being ſprinkled. } When the ulc and cx- 
cellence of that, which is required, conſiſts in its being 


& 


a mean of them, it can be of no fervice to any to have, 


© or detriment to be without, and is not indeed worth 
* diſputing about 3* [and therefore I hope Infont-ſprinkling, 
7 called baptiſm, will no longer be contended for by them, 1 


c 


67 
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Hut true faith is that principle, in virtue of which men 


enter into the practice of every moral duty, aud into a 


© right of inheritance to eternal felicity. [See αẽ u, p. 
, 68. ] © That faith ſtands thus connected, with virtue r 


'chedience) appears from almolt every thing, that is tai 
of it in the ſcriptures, It is ſometimes called the holy 


faith, Jule xx. At other times we read of the bediençe, 


and righteouſneſs of faith; Rom. xvi. 26. and ch. iv. 13. 
and allo of faith being reckoned for righteouſicls, Rom. 


iv. 5. And that it bares this 1 to eternal life, our 
i. 36. Perily, verily, 1 


ſay unto Jeu, he, who pelicveth in me, hath ee 
life.” 


Saviour declares : 


John vi. 47. 


I will leave this ſubject to my readers moſt ſerious con- 


ſideration in the very words, with which Mr, Benſon con- 
cludes his foregoing paſſage. 9 © Leſs evidence would do, in 
many caſes, if truth was more grateful. But, When 


men diſlike the things to be proved, they are very un- 


willing to attend to, or allow the force of thoſe argu- 
ments which are to convince them, It is evident mens 


wills, appetites, paſſions and inclinations, have great in- 
fluence upon their faith, However, men ought to re— 


member that things are obſtinate, and will not alter 


with their wiſhes. And every wiſe man ſees that the 
right way is cooly and carefully to conſider what is pro- 


poſed, however it may affect him; and to receive the 


truth according to the importance and evidence of it. 
Theſe are the things, which are previous to the aſſent 
of the mind, and are included in the (criptural notion 


Of faith.“ 


My own ſhort notes or explanations, in two of theſe 


paſlages, are diſtinguiſhed by Italic, placed in hooks [. . . J. 


And as ſeveral other quotations from theſe anſwers may 


have occaſion for ſome ſuch ſhort additions, or amend—- 


ments; ſo by the like marks, without any other notice, 
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(12) 
my readers may know, when TI have added to, or altered 
any words in them, But to return: 


| T1 his opinion, that perſons unbaptized may be admitted 


to chriſtian communion, appears to me quite contrary to 


' 


the nature of the Chriitian inſtitution, which was to ga- 
t er a church out of the world, John xv. 9, and to all the 
rules of ſociety, as well as the known practice of the 
rrimitive church, in the pureſt ages of it; and would of 
courſe be deſtructive of all diſcipline, an inlet to diſorder 
and confulion, and Tome encouragement to licentiouſneſs. 

And herein I think Mr. Benſon fully agrees with me, for 
he muſt beiieve in the perpetuity of baptiſm, and that it 


was deſigned for every Chriſtian, in order to his becom- 


ing a member of Chriſt's viſible church; or I know not 


= Wy nat he can mean, where he ſays, * © But, beſides the mo- 
al duties, which are of eternal, unchangeable obliga- 


790 the politive ordinances of the chriſtian religion 


were inſtituted as means and aſſiſtances to preſerve men 


ſtedfaſt in the practice of thoſe moral duties, which are 
unqueſtionably the weightier matters of the Law; and, 

even theſe poſitive inſtitutions are ſo free from all ap 
pearance of ſuperſtition and vanity, and fo wiſely fitted 
to the end for which they were deligned, that no man 
can juſtly, or with any reaſon, object againſt the things 
themſelves, tho AGAINST THE CORRUPTIONS 
AND ABUSES OF THEM THERE HAS BEEN A- 
BUNDANT REASON TO OBJECT, For what con- 


any way unreaſonable or ſuperititious, for ever 
ember of any particular ſociety, to be ſolemnly ad- 
mitted into that ſociety, by a plain and lignificant 
rite, intitling him to all the privileges, and charging 
him with all the obligations, which belong to the mem- 
bers of that ſociety, as ſuch ; which is the defign of ons 
of the chriſtian e TASTES Or that it is unreaſonable 
and ſuperſtitious, frequently and with thankfulneſs to 
commemorate the love of their greateſt benefactor, 
who condeicended even to jay down his life for them ; 
Gn thereupon humbiy and ſolemnly to renew their 
bligations to him; which is the deſign of the other.” 
15 have formerly ſhewn in my ſupplement, p. 67, 68, 


what the true nature, uſe and deſign of baptiſm is; and 


having therein ſet forth the advantages, which Pzdoban- 


kit Proteſtants give the Papiſts, by departing from the 


cripture 
: Thid. P. 257 28. 
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ſcripture rule, and complying with their tradition, in 
ſprinkling infants, I then added, May it not be juſtly 
feared, that deiſts obſerving men, who profeſs a ſacred 
regard to the ſcriptures, and yet nevertheleſs contradicting 
them in ſo plain a caſe as the poſitive inſtitution of bap- 


tiſm, may thereby be tempted to think ſuch men only pre- 
tend to believe the ſcriptures, but in their hearts do not 


believe them? Or if they do in reality believe them to be 
of divine authority, and yet deviate from one of the 


plaineſt precepts thereof, it is not to be ſuppoſed that thoſe, 


who are in doubt of that authority, can ever be prevailed 


upon by ſuch perſons to receive and acknowledge them as 
a guide to eternal happineſs; but, on the contrary, may 


by this means be confirmed in their infidelity. Proteſtants 


therefore ſhould well conſider, that by their practice of 


infant-ſprinkling they weaken the force of all their argu- 
ments againſt deiſm.”” And I now find my apprehenſions 


were but too juſt, For, they are ſo ſtrongly puſhed upon 
this point by a late writer, not only ſuſpected of deiſm, 
but publicly charged with being an Infidel, 2 the moſt 
 wily enemy of the Chriſtian religion, that the members of 
our two Univerſities, thoſe renowned ſeminaries of litera- 
ture, and ſome eminent miniſters amongſt the diſſenting, 


Pædobaptiſts, in their ſeveral defences of Chriſtianity 


againſt what he advanced, have all in effect been compel- 


ed to give up infant-baptiſm, if indeed they have any 
ſuch thing amongſt them, afſerting unanimouſly as fol- 


lows: 3 That it is no where expreſsly revealed in the New 
Teftament, the forms and modes of worſhip, the manner of 


adminiſtring the ſacraments, the definitions and decrees re- 
lating to doctrines, as far as they are human appointments, 


do not belong to our conſideration, with original Chriſtianity | 
only is our preſent concern, 4 The m_ of the infants 
= h a 


ey have no reaſon, 


themſelwes is no way concerned in it. 
nor are they therefore capable of religion. 5 An abſurdity 


which the chriſtian religion, or the rational believers of it, 
have nothing further to do with . , . than to diſown and 


diſavow, as .....a heap of abſurdities, gathered. 


From ſome modern formulas of religious doftrines, or the 
modern practice of ſome religious ſocieties, which are for 


the moſt part full of them, and falſly charged upon Chriſti- 


. anily, 


2 Mr.Moles's Grounds, &c: p. 54. I Cambridge Letter, p. g. 
* Oxford Reply, p. 7. 5 Mr, Moles's Grounds, p. 56, 
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(14) - 
anity. © But I am very confident, the ſcripture, by which 
the merits of this cauſe are to be tried, teaches nothing of 
this kind, Nor from any thing we could have met with 


there, could we ever have thought of it, 7 But as to thoſe 


who bold ſuch opinions, and make uſe of ſuch forms, let them an- 
fever for them, Such things do net appear to me to be accord- 
ing to the pleaſure and ordinance of God himſelf in this point, 


. . » The New Teftament itſelf is a flranger to any ſuch ſen- 


trments, or practices; and therefore Chriſtianity is not, in the 


leaſt, affected by this otjeftion, Theſe are ſome of their 
own expreſſions concerning infant- baptiſm, in anſwer to 
what this wily Infidel ſaid upon the ſubject; whoſe words 
Mr. Benſon in his Dialegue has thus introduced, p. 94. 


But there is an objection, p. 9. which is repeated, p. 


* 6g. and which it will require all your ſkill to retolve,“ 
viz. Can a man be baptized into a rational religion? 
«© Or, whcre is reaſon concerned, when babes accept 
«© the terms of ſalvation by deputy, and are intitled to 

all the prisileges of the moſt extenſive faith by ano- 
ther's act? By the baptiſmal ceremony, they com- 
mence true believers at once, and are made heirs of 


they have not the leaſt ſhare or ſymptom of underſtand- 
ing themſelves; and, they cannot well give a rational 
5 aflent by proxy. Yet ſuch is the pleaſure and ordinance 
of God himſelf in this point. And p. 69. he inquires, 

can any thing be more natural, upon hearing of a ra- 
tional faith, than to interrogate, with'the greateſt fim- 
plicity, after our church-catechiſm ; why, then, are 
infants baptized 3 when by reaſon of their tender age, 
they cannot poſſibly pretend to know any thing of the 
<< matter? For they article without knowing it, to be- 

lieve they know not what: and this act, which is pro- 
perly no act at all, 1s received as ſomething to all in- 


living longer, to be capable to be informed what it is 
they have promiſed to believe, may poflibly endanger, 
but cannot add to, the terms of their contracted happi- 


„ neſs, The merits of the moſt finiſhed conviction are 
already theirs by imputation. Their claim to heaven 


„ {ſtands 


„ Dr. Doddridge's Third Letter, p. 55, 57. Mr. Benſou's 
Dialogue, p. 96, 97. 


heaven, by the faith of their bondſmen, while as yet 


tents and purpoſes compleat in itſelf, and compriſing the 
« whole ſum and extent of a juſt perſuaſion, Their 
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ſtands already allowed. And millions are accordingly, 
we know, actually ſaved upon the ſtrength of the 


N 
LA 


of exerting one ſingle thought upon that, or any other 
ſubject. So far are they all the while of knowing any 
thing why, that they do not ſo much as know what 
they believe; or indeed, that they do believe any thin 
at all.” * Now, is not this a moſt formidable argument 


proxy. „5 
This objection is not formed againſt the private opinions 
and practice of particular Chriſtians only, but againſt the 


judgment and eſtabliſhed ordinances of ſeveral Churches; 
whoſe moſt learned divines profeſs to believe and practiſe 


infant-baptiſm, as a right appointed for admitting chil- 


dren members of the church of Chriſt; and theſe chil- 
dren, when they are grown up, are many of them taught 


to believe, that they were thereby made members of Chriſt, 
the children of Gd, and inberitors of the kingdom of hea- 


den. This ceremony, as it has been ſo eagerly and ſo zeal- 


ouſly contended for, by almoſt the whole chriſtian world 


for ſeveral ages, ſo from hence alone our modern Infidels, 


who are not over careful in their examinations of ſcrip- 
ture,. to diſtinguiſh and find out, which opinions and 
practices amongſt Chriſtians are really taught there, and 
which only pretended to be ſo, may be willing to believe 
and take for granted, that theſe things are indeed what 
Chriſt himſelf taught, and what the ſcriptures ſet forth, 
as many weak Chriſtians do to this day. And from 
thence apprehending a conſiderable advantage given them 
againſt Chriſtianity, they have here laid faſt hold of it. 
And therefore I hope thoſe Chriſtians, who give them ſuch a 
handle againſt themſelves, will now conſider it, and act 
ſuitably to what the nature of this attack requires and de- 
mands from them. For as Mr. Benſon obſerves, 
8 © Such repeated attacks upon rational Chriſtianity 
muſt of courſe lead rational believers to a more careful 
and exact inquiry into the nature and evidences of their 
faith; which cannot fail of ending to the advantage of 
truth and virtue. It is poſſible that, upon examination, 
it may be found that Chriſtians have mixed ſome of their 
own private ſentiments with the pure doctrine of Chriſt. 


And, 


W K M 


2 Preface to hi, Dialogue, p. 5 


mere ceremony, without ever having had the capacity 


againſt a rational faith; in as much as they have allowed 
it impoſſible to believe without ideas, or underſtanding; 
and conſequently impoſſible to give a rational aflent by 
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(16) 


And, as ſuch things cannot be defended, they had much 
better part with them, and infant-baptiſm in particular, 
as his anſwer to this objection ſhews) t han give up rati- 

onal Chriſtianity, or load it with thoſe difficulties, which 
afford the moſt plauſible objections againſt it; tho? in 
reality they do not belong to it. Such authors as this 


help us to get rid of ſuch difficulties and incumbrances, 
which is, doubtleſs, a very deſirable thing,” 
Beſides, as Mr. Mole yery juſtly obſerves, when treat- 


ing of Chriſtian education; 9 «© Reviewing the grounds of 


our knowledge and ni ſo far from miſbecoming 
us, will be what we ſhall be diſpoſed to by ſuch an edu- 
cation, and what we are not only allowed at any one 
particular time, but obliged to do often, over and over 
again, as Jong as we live. How far impoſture and hu- 
man impoſition might ſuffer by their votaries taking 
ſuch a liberty, is eaſily ſeen ; and why thoſe, who are 
for ſupporting them, ſhould be apprehenſive and fear- 
ful from it : but chriſtian faith and virtue muſt take 


in their lives by it.“ 

Theſe great and good effects mentioned by Mr. Benſon 
and Mr, Mole, ſeem alſo to be moſt earneſtly deſired by 
Dr. Doddridge in theſe words, * © I would hope, the at- 
tacks made on common Chriſtianity, are in ſome mea- 
ſure leading us to this: and I earneſtly pray, that infi- 
nite wiſdom may over-rule that evil, to the production 
of ſo great a good.“ For as he elſewhere adds, It is 
thus that meat often comes out of the eater, and ſweet- 
neſs out of the fierce; and the ſubtile are taken in their 


pable ſnares engages prudent people to avoid the path in 
which they lie, and ſo ſecures them from others of a 
finer contexture, and a more dangerous form.” 

With theſe views therefore, and for this end only, 


agreeable to Mr, Barker's advice in his introductory Ser- 


mon to the Lectures preached againſt Popery at Salters- 
Hall, I have taken upon me to publiſh theſe remarks ; and 
if they may in the leaſt contribute to ſo neceſſary, and 


defirable a reformation, I ſhall greatly rejoice, little re- 
garding 


9 ks Sc. p. 75, 70. Third Letter, p. 44. 2 Firſt 
Etter, p. 32. — 


(whatever be their deſign) will, perhaps in the iſſue, 


firmer hold of the minds of men, and flouriſh more 


own craftineſs. The groſſneſs of ſuch viſible and pal- 
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(17-1 
garding what angry perſons bigotted to human forms and 


corrupt traditions may ſay, or think of them. 
Had the practice of our Pædobaptiſt brethren been ri— 


diculed after the manner of this objection by one of the 


Baptiſt perſuaſion, they might perhaps have been greatly 
diſpleaſed, and returned very different anſwers to us. But 


coming from an Infidel, it appears fo juſt, and of fo much 


weight, that our brethren ſeem greatly alarmed by it : and 
in order to defend Chriſtianity, they have, in effect, given 
up infant-baptiſm, as an human appointment only, and 
as ſuch entirely indefenſible by ſcripture and antiquity. 


Hereby they have manifeſted a true love and regard for 


the religion of Jeſus, above their own forms and tradi- 


tions, ſo long joined with, it, and practiſed as a part of it, 


A good ſtep this towards that reformation, which hath 


been ſo long wanted, as the moſt certain way to prevent 


ſuch objections, and the moſt likely means of uniting all 
Chriſtians; but is now become abſolutely neceſſary for 
their own vindication, to ſecure themſelves from the charge 


of inconſiſtency, or being ſelf-condemned in carrying on 


a ſolemn farce, doing that in the name of the Lord, which 
they own, the Lord hath not commanded them ; an ac- 
knowledged abſurdity no where expreſsly reveal d in the 


New Teftament, which is alſo ſaid to be ſo much a flranger 


to any ſuch ſentiments or practices, that the rational believers 
of Chriſtianity have nothing further to do with, but to diſ- 


own and diſavow them, And this appears ſo clearly in 
their ſeveral anſwers to this objection, that I ſhall give 


them my readers at large, adding thereto ſome few re- 


marks. And as our famous Univerſities claim precedency, 
I will begin firſt with theirs, Cf 


SECT 1 


Remarks on the Cambridge Letter, 


T HE Cambridge young gentleman introduces his an- 
1 ſwer to the objection above, with the following re- 
markable paragraph. And if what is therein contained, 
had been ſtrictly attended to by all, who have aſſumed the 
chriſtian name, I am perſuaded there would have been no 
room for anſwering ſuch objections. 
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618) 
Writers of your rank, ſays he, 3 ſhould have ſtronger 
apprehenſions of miſchief, from the folly and fury 
which naturally attend ignorance, bigotry, and pre- 
ſumed inſpiration, than from the ſpirit and temper of 
the rationaliſt. To preſerve a ſenſe of religion among 
mankind, is ſurely, in ſome degree, neceſſary to the 
peace and welfare of ſociety. And if we believe the 
ſupreme Being hath interpoſed in this affair, it becometh 
us to ſuppoſe, he hath done it in a WISE AND WOR- 

THY MANNER, In all the conſtructions we make of 

his declared will and pleaſure, with regard to our faith 
and practice, NOTHING EVIDENTLY DISHONOUR=- 

ABLE IS TO BE ALLOWED. Reflections of this 

kind have engaged good and wiſe men to aſcribe 

righteouſneſs to their maker, and to endeavour to bring 

a good report on PURE AND UNDEFILED RELI- 

GION. 

6" Ou afk, p. 9. © Can a man be baptized into a rational 
religion.“ © By commenting on the form of baptiſm 
ain our church, you endeavour to eſtabliſh the negative; 

© which you conclude with : yet ſuch is the pleaſure and 
© ordinance of God himſelf in this point.” But ſuch 
pleaſure and ordinance of God reſpecting infant-baptiſm, 
is fully and clearly diſowned by our young Gentleman, 
in theſe words. © All this is ſaid, as if the whole of your 
account was expreſsly revealed i in the New Teſtament.” 
And then he proceeds giving up their church eſtabliſn- 
ments, and 39 articles alſo, as ſavouring too much of 
human appoiniments, and thereby deviating from original 
Chriſtianity, when he adds, The forms and modes of 
worſhip, the manner of adminiftring the ſacraments, 
and definitions and decrees relating to doctrines, as far 
as they are human appointments, do not belong to our 
conſideration.” What ! not to the conſideration of thoſe 
who own and practiſe them in bar of the pure truths and 
appointments of Chriſt? I ſhould rather have thought, 
that they were under the higheſt obligation to conlider 

them. 

In the next page he affirms, © God hath ly required 
c what is Mort, plain, and evidently connected with 
© our duty.” And here he ſays, © with original Chriſtia- 

« nity only is our preſent concern.“ Thus be hath wiſely 
evaded the objection, becauſe perhaps he might find that 
the principles, and practice of his church in this particu- 


lar 
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** 
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( 19 ) 
lar are indefenſible; and for the ſame reaſon, acknow- 
ledging the inſuperable difficulties thereby brought upon 
our holy religion, he prudently avoics giving any anſwer 
to another objection, by ſaying, p. 9, 10. We have al- 
ready obſerved, that all our preſent concern is with 
© pure and ſimple Chriſtianity; and not to account for 
difficulties added by religious eſtabliſhments. You are 
not therefore to expect any remarks on the article con- 


nal ? Have there not been, in many religions, ſeveral 
things very fitting and reaſonable, tho' attended with 
many and ſhocking abſurdities ? Hath not the Chriſtian 


A W W ůmnmui ⁊wk:Nꝙ AA OM. Aa 


deemed rational ?* It is no pretence to ſay the Chriſtian 
religion is rational. It is really ſo in itſelf, and ought 


not to be compared with others; for tho? under the 
church of England, and ſome other eſtabliſhments, it 


may be attended, ii I may not be allowed to fay, with 
many and ſhocking abſurdities, I think, I may with many 


things indefenſible, inconſiſtent with reaſon, and primi- 


tive Chriſtianity. Vet, by his own confeſſion, this cannot 
be true of pure and /f 20 

no difficulties to account for, and ſuch things being only 
added thereto by human appointments, we have, accord- 


ing to Mr. Mole, nothing further to do, but to difown and 


diſavow them; as we very well may, what our young 


Gentleman adds, as follows: Where is the abſurdity of 


© the relations and friends of infants dedicating them to 
the ſervice of God, and engaging to bring them up in 


© the fear and reverence of their maker, and in all the 


© virtues and duties which become us as ſocial beings ! 4 


For is it not this very practice of ſprinkling infants in the 


name of the Lord, on which this Infidel's objection is found- 
ed? And are not theſe words of his juſtly applicable to them? 
4 It is impoſſible, ſurely, when we conſider to whom we 
muſt aſcribe them, that any ſuch abſurd ſchemes can 
any longer be ſuppoſed, that we can ever imagine, that 
the great author and finiſher of our faith ſhould have 
contrived us an irrational one, to be afterwards ſuperſed- 
ed, or even confirmed by a rational one.“ Which is 


A 


K W M a. 


the well. known nene, and practice of our eſta- 
B22 bliſhed 


* Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, p. 10, 11. 


cerning good works done before faith, &c, But to your 
queſtion, ſays our Gentleman, p. 5. was there ever in 
the world a religion which deſerved the name of ratio- 


religion as fair and juſt a pretence as any other to be 
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( 20 ) 
bliſhed church. Their infants commence Chriſtians and 
church-members, when they have not the exerciſe of un- 
derſtanding, and are entirely ignorant of what is done ; 
and this unwarrantable act of their fponſors is afterwards 
ſuppoſed to be ſuperſeded, and confirmed by the infants 
themſelves, when they come to years of underſtanding. 
For when they come to be confirmed by the biſhops, then 

the ſponſors are ſuppoſed to be diſcharged from all the ob- 
ligations, which they, I can hardly ſay, ſolemnly entered 
into. But at the very time, when they laid themſelves 
under thoſe engagements, if they had at all conſidered, 
they muſt have been aſſured, that it was impoſſible to 
make them good; and that ſuch promiſes, in ſtrictneſs of 
ſpeech, never were fulfilled by any one infant, for whom 
they were made, if it lived to years of maturity. 
But as our young Gentleman expreſſes himſelf, 5 © Is it 
indeed doing honour to God, to ſuppoſe we become ac- 
ceptable to him, by renouncing our moſt diſtinguiſhing 
excellency in the moſt exalted and excellent affair of re- 
ligion ? Is this the peculiar glory of the goſpel revela- 
tion, that it teacheth us to cultivate warm affections and 
blind zeal; to have a ſteady and ſtrong faith, but not to 
preſume to inquire why or what we believe ? [or pro- 
miſe.) By children, ideots, and ignorant pagans, when 
they can once pronounce the words, creeds may be re- 
peated. Now, tho' they cannot connect ſenſe with 
their words, do they commence believers, by havin 
an unaccountable liking and affection for theſe ſounds ?” 
But thus accompliſhed, perſons receive Confirmation, and 
then are accounted rational Chriſtians, and thereby inti- 
tled to the holy communion, tho' they may afterwards 
live in all manner of wickedneſs ; for under ſome certain 
circumſtances, what pious miniſter durſt refuſe it them; 
but they are not permitted to approach the Lord's table 
before confirmation, notwithſtanding their baptiſm, and 
the vows of their ſureties for them. Firſt, That they ſhould 
renounce the devil and all his works, the pomps and vanity 
75 this world, and all the ſinful luſis of the fleſh. Secondly, 
| That they ſhould believe all the articles of the chriſtian 
faith, And Thirdly, That they ſhould keep God's holy will and 
commandments, and walk in the ſame all the days of their 
lives. In the miniſtration of the public baptiſm of in- 
fants, the miniſter addreſſes the ſureties thus; 
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© Doſt thou in the name of this child renounce the de- 
vil and all his works, the vain pomp and glory of the 
world, with all the covetous deſires of the ſame, and 


the erna deſires of the fleſh, ſo that chou wilt not fol- 


low, nor be led by them? 
Anſwer. © I renounce them all. 


Miniſter. * Doſt thou believe in God the Father al- 


mighty, maker, Tc. 


Anſwer. * All this I ſtedffaſtly believe. 

Miniſter, * Wilt thou be baptized | in this faith ? 
Anſwer. That is my deſire. 

Miniſter, * Wilt thou then obediently keep God's 


holy will and commandments, and walk in the (av all 
the days of thy life ? 


Anſwer, * I will. 


Propoſitions, ſays our Gentleman, 5 5 of an indiffer- 
ent nature, and in which the welfare of mankind, 
neither here nor hereafter, is in any degree concerned, 


we are not bound to apprehend and believe. But when 
the caſe is quite different, attention and application are 


proper and neceſſary. [Fr] the truth of the goſpel [ In- 


ſiitutions] is a very material point in queſtion,” But 
with how little ſeriouſneſs, piety and devotion, and 


with what groſs ignorance, this eſtabliſhed order of the 
church of England, for making infants Chriſtians and 
church-members, is frequently accompanied, Dr. all 
freely acknowledges in theſe very words, where he alſo 
prefers adult- baptiſm before tt. 
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7 © The ſolemnity of the circumſtances in the admini- 
ſtration of baptiſm, (as alſo of the other ſacrament) 
does very powerfully ſtrike and affect the mind of any 
devout Chriſtian that ſees it adminiſtered. The baptiſm 
of an infant cannot have all the ſolemnity which that 
of an adult perſon may have. The previous faſting and 
prayer, the penitent confeſſion, the zeal and humility, 

and deep affection of the receiver may be viſible there; 
which cannot be in the caſe of an infant. But for that 
very reaſon we ought not to deprive the àdminiſtration 
of this ſacrament to infants of any folemnity of which 


it is capable. 


The immerſion of the perſon (whether infant or 
adult) in the poſture of one that! is buried and raiſed up 


again, 


be Page 37. 7 Defence of his Hiſtory, Oc. P. 404, to 419. 


* 
„ 
1 
v 
4 
4-5 
vr 
” My 
ba- 
1 
1 
, 
* 
6 
Ot I 
hap 
| * 


— en IE. 


4 
— —— — 
2 — — > 


* 
. —ůĩ 


. ra: 

* Ry 

8 SD 

—— 
"Tong if 

— I E 


— 
*, 3 

= * 

— 9 . 

Gout”. Y: . 


A 
2 by A 0 | — — 


— 


1 

15 
170 4 
0 
i 

, 

1 
1 
50 
!! 


OK A AA A A A A aA A Aa _ A 


GG GEN N K N K q AQ RAO. AG AMAA AA T3 2A 


C 


(22) 


again, is much more ſolemn, and expreſſes the defign 
of the ſacrament, and the myſtery of the ſpiritual waſh- 


ing much better, than pouring a ſmall quantity of wa- 


ter on the face. And that pouring of water is 
much better than ſprinkling, or dropping a drop 
of water on it, If it be done in the church in, or at 
the font, and the congregation do join in the prayers 
there uſed; it is much more ſolemn than in a bed-cham- 
ber, out of a baſon, or pipkin, a tea-cup, or a punch- 
bow], and a bed-chamber 1s perhaps not quite ſo ſcandal- 
ous as a kitchen or ſtable ; to which things look as if they 
would bring it at laſt. „ „ 

© Theſe he calls innovations and alterations for the 
worſe, the vilipendiums of the holy ſacrament ſhewn 
and uſed in the baptizing of infants  _ 1 

And after he has enumerated many of the ill conſe- 


quences and abuſes that attend it, and which he calls ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous, he adds; The profanation and in- 
« dignity in general on this ſacrament, on occaſion of 


this houſe-baptiſm, is ſo notorious, that I do appeal to 
the experience and conſcience of all that uſe it, if they 
themſelves be not ſcandalized at the indecent circum- 
ſtances that do almoſt always attend it. All the regard 
is commonly given to the preparations for eating and 


drinking ; very little to the ſacrament, Very few 


of the company join in the prayers ; but only in the 
feaſting and carnal jollity, which is too often carried on 
to ſuch exceſs, as is more likely to bring a curſe than 

a bleſſing upon the whole undertaking. This is com- 
monly yet worſe when it is in an ale-houſe, or other lewd 
houſe. Thoſe, who in ſuch caſes are choſen for godfa- 

thers and godmothers, are generally perſons ignorant of 
the terms of the baptiſmal covenant themſelves; and 
when they ſhould make anſwer in the name of the 
child to the holy interrogatories, they neither mind the 
ſubſtance of the thing aſked, nor do know what anſwer is 
fit to make; but do only in a ridiculous manner give a 
bow, a curteſy, or a nod; and that often not without 


apparent ſigns of mockery ; and they frequently ſhew a 


very vain, irreverent, and wanton behaviour before, 
and in, and after the ſacred adminiſtration, Is not this 
enough to turn the ſtomach of any ſerious Chriſtian 
that is preſent? And if they reflect with themſelves, 
and think; Is this the way that I was baptized in? to 
occaſion perhaps their falling into the error we are ſpeak- 
ing of, and reſolving to be baptized again? Can a wl- 

| 6 niſtex 


( 23 ) 1 
niſter of Chriſt take any comfort, or can he think that N 
the dignity of the holy office which he is performing, | 
is preſerved in ſuch management. In all pariſhes where 1 
baptiſm at the church is generally left off, the people are 5 i 
ſo ignorant of what is to be done and ſaid at the bap- 98h 
 tiſm, (....) that if a child be brought to church to be Z 1 
baptized, neither are the congregation ſenſible of their 
duty of joining in the prayers, nor do the godfathers 
know what anſwer they are to make; but there are holy 
* queſtions publicly put without any one to anſwer : 
which, however it paſſes in a bed-chamber, is a great 
ſcandal and abſurdity. when a ſacrament is adminiſtring 
in a chriſttan congregation. ͥ 898 
More of this kind may be ſeen in the pages before referred 
to. But enough has been tranſcribed to ſhew what evils 
naturally reſult from a church's laying aſide the purity of 
Chriſt's inſtitution, and ſubſtituting inſtead thereof ſuch 
traditions and inventions of men, Mark vii. 7, 8. as are 
neither worthy of the chriſtian name, nor profitable to 
the ſouls of mankind. For when men once depart from 
the ſcripture rule, their ſeems to be no end of their dege- 
neracy ; one innovation making way for another to ſuc- 
ceed, till in the iſſue, they get into ſuch ſuperſtitious and 
irreligious extremes in the uſe of them, as are enough io 
turn the flomach of any ſerious Chriſtian; while the mini- 
ters themſelves are ſcandalized by the praftice, even in the 
opinion of Dr. Vall himſelf, No wonder therefore that 
irreligion abounds, for ſuch things muſt of courſe cheriſh 
a ſpirit of infidelity; and make men think, that if they 
are ſcripture ordinances, there can be nothing in Chriſti- 
anity, which is in the leaſt worthy of their regard. And 
hence we may alſo plainly learn the abſolute neceſſity of 
a reformation, in order to maintain and perpetuate the 
chriſtian religion to riſing poſterity, with that veneration 
and eſteem, it juſtly deſerves, which cannot be done, 
without returning back to the primitive practice of this 
divine ordinance, in exact conformity to the ſcripture 
rule. For beſides them any profanations accompanying in- 444 
fant-baptiſm, as above recited, it may perhaps, when moſt | 144 
decently adminiſtred, be nothing better than proſtituting, 
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or profaning a ſolemn inſtitution, by applying it, contrary 9 5 
to the deſign of our Lord Jeſus, to ſuch unfit ſubjects, as 4 
are no ways capable, nor in the leaſt worthy of it, for 1 
want of thoſe moral qualifications, which are by him * 
made neceſſary to the beneficial adminiſtration of this 1 
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ordinance to all his true diſciples and followers. And as 
that, which I have tranſcribed above from the catechiſn 
and rubric of the church of England, is no where expreſs- 
ly revealed in the New Teſtament, which is the only juſ- 
tifiable authority, by which a proteſtant church of Chriſt 
can conſiſtently ſupport their religious rites: fo to do 
thoſe things, as acts of religion, in the name of the Lord, 
is expreſsly forbidden in ſcripture, and with a ſevere 
penalty too, becauſe the Lord hath not commanded it, Deut. 


Xviit. I5—20, 


And moreover, to uſe the words of our Center, 
© This is further illuſtrated by the inſtance of muſick, 
and the caſe of him who wants both taſte and an ear. 
Needleſs are all theſe arguings; for impofllibilities are not 
expected from us, either by God or by any reaſonable 
man; and perfect incapacity affordeth a perfect excuſe. 

And the Oxford Reply with the greateſt truth af- 


firms; 9 © That infants have no reaſon, nor are they there- 


oy Mx; 


* 


fore capable of religisn; and yet they proceed in their name, 


and as their act, by ſponſors whom they never did, nor 
were ever able to ſubſtitute, to aſk an infant void of un- 
derſtanding, Doſi thou renounce, &! doſt thou believe, &c ? 
and wilt thou be baptized, &c ? and then, notwithſtanding 
it is utterly incapable of ſpeech, to. make it anſwer by 

ſuch proxies, [ renounce them all, All this I Redfaftly . 
lieve, and that is my deſire. After which, tho' the child 
be quite deſtitute of every prerequiſite eſſential to 
the ordinance of baptiſm, as it is plainly declared in their 


catechiſm, yet the miniſter with much abſurdity and lit- 


tle truth ſays, 7 baptize thee, when inſtead thereof, he on- 
ly ſprinkles a few drops, or juſt wipes his wet hand upon 
the face. Is not all this monſtrouſly abſurd, as well as 
falſe? And what ſignifies their diſowning, and giving up 
ſuch corruptions in words only, as unſcriptural and un- 


chriſtian, while in fact they continue to practiſe them, as 
an eſſential part of their religion, tho not of the chriſtian 


religion? Is this conſiſtent, or are ſuch anſwers the way to 


ſatisfy infidels, to ſilence their objections, and bring them 
into communion with their chu ch?! 


And whereas our Cambridge Gentleman ſays, Hap- 
< py would it be for man, in his preſent and future Nate, 
were theſe promiſes duly regarded by thoſe whoſe buſineſs 


dit is to inſtruct, and did good inttructions make a laſt- 


C ing 


2 Page 11. ik Reply, p. 8. — Letter, page 8. 
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ing and proper impreſſion when they are given; 


would 


not theſe good effects be much more likely to attend the 


due adminiſtration of this ordinance to the proper ſub- 


jects of it, who well underſtand what they promiſe, and 


perſonally engage to fulfil the ſame ? This is all the an- 
ſwer, which ſeems to be particularly deſigned by the Cam— 
bridge young Gentleman, to this objection. For in the 
next paragraph he falls of, and afferts, that, The mate- 
© rial and moſt important particulars of religion, are 
„ truths allowed and acknowledged by all, Atheiſts ex- 
« cepted.” If amongſt Chriſtians, till the preſent age, 
this be true of baptiſm, which according to ſcripture is 
ſuch an important duty of our religion, that the pardon 
of fin is by promiſe annexed to it; we are very ſure it is 


not true of infant-ſprinkling, which is indecd “a diſtin- 
« guiſhing point... . | with ſome ] parties, more ear- 


« gerly and induſtriouſly inculcated than the weightier 
matters of the law. By a zeal for [His have not 
men in [many] ages and places of the world attained 


© to high fame and reputation, [with ſome deluded and 


Tong derute admirers of it, who have not made that] 
proper diſtinction and ſeparation,” [between truth and 
error, between divine and human appointments, as might 
Jufty] © be expected; [notwithſtanding that prieftlyreproach, 


in part borrowed from this infidel writer,and caſt by him up- 


on his fellow mortals, whom he calls] the bulk of man- 
* kind,” [/Phoſe] heads are only turned to the confuſed 


0 ſound of words,” as if the powers and faculties of mind 
in moſt men were not ſo good as his own; nor capable of 
_ diſtinguiſhing themſelves ſo eminently under the like cul- 
ture and advantage of education, But from his own con- 
feſſion afterwards it does not appear, that our abilities, our 
Integrity, or our attainments are much, if at all, inferior 
to many of his learned brethren, of whom he ſays, 
Even in the learned world, 1 mean, thoſe who have had 


A Þt 


who are either able, or willing, or dare to think? Now 
ſince ſuch as theſe are almoſt wholly paſſive, having no 


what happeneth to this idle, and indolent herd, is of 
ſmall importance. They never can be poſſeſſed of real 


VV 


© pliſhments. As for thoſe who conſider and ſhew them- 
« ſelves men, who accuſtom themſelves to reflections and 
$ reviews, and who are under no terrors, either from tem- 
E © poral 

Page 28. 


a learned education, how inconſiderable is the number 
deſires, no deſigns, to fetch in materials for thinking, 


knowledge. Inſignificant ſounds are their only accom- 


(© £818 


unn PE _ 1 ts * 
8 * „ 3 « a - 2 — 
3 A 3; 2 pee I = — 
8 2 2 - þ 2 — — 2 — 3 
222 — — - — — 
5 


2 


— 


* — 
—— a 8 "2 © — — = a. - — 
2 — : ; Z bt ſs ee = 2 — 
_—— —C——— — ___C —_— 


— 


2 
8 
0 


6209) 


« poral or ſpiritual powers, with them prepoſſeſſion is not a 


very important point.” And he appears to have much 


juſter notions of God, and his dealings with ſuch confuſed 
heads, as we laymen are repreſented to be, by adding, 
And when this is owing to the want of capacity and op- 
© portunity, they are excuſable before the great ruler of 
© the univerſe, who only expects returns according to the 
< talents we have received, As for thoſe who by their 
« ſtate and condition are in full poſſeſſion of the means of 
information,“ meaning, I ſuppoſe, himſelf and his bre- 
thren of the Univerſities, with the reſt of the learned 
world; © on them it is incumbent to review the ſuggeſ- 
e tions of education, and to practiſe care and impartiality 
© in the important affair of religion.“ And it is the more 
neceſlary for them to do ſo, that this complaint of God 
by the prophet may no longer be applicable to them. The 
leaders of this people cauſe them to err, Iſa. ix. 16.“ For, if 
by their Canons and Church authority, any errors have 
been propagated, any human appointments eſtabliſhed, 
inſtead of thoſe which Chriſt inſtituted, as ſet forth in the 
poly ſcriptures; and they are now convinced, that our 
holy religion cannot be defended againſt the attacks of an 
infidel, without giving up ſuch human eſtabliſhments, as no 
where expr efsly revealed in the New Teſtament : they are 
bound in conſcience, as they will anſwer it inthe great da 


of account, to repeal ſuch canons; and make uſe of their 


power and authority, not by penal laws to eſtabliſh, but 
by chriſtian methods to promote the truth, and the prac- 
tire of every chriſtian ordinance, according to the rule of 
ſcripture, in order to perfect that reformation, which was 
in part begun many years ago. Nor can there be the leaſt 
reaſon for our eſtabliſhed church to be afraid of ſettin 
about ſo good and neceſſary a work, becauſe it would on- 
ly be acting entirely contiſtent with her own articles; in 
which evety one of her miniſters has, in a very ſolemn 
manner, declared his ſtedſaſt and firm belief. And may ſhe 
not very jultly cxpect, that all her other members likewiſe 


will peaceably and quietly acquieſce in ſuch a reformation, 


for as much as her xxth and xxxivth articles ſay expreſsly, 


that The church hath power to decree rites or ceremo- 


* nies, ind authority in controverſies of faith: and yet it 


is not Jawſul for the church to ordain any thing that is 
contrary to God's word written, neither may it ſo ex- 
pound one place of ſcripture, that it be repugnant to 
another. Whereſore, alt hough es nul be a witneſs 


and 


( 27 ) 

and a keeper of the holy writ, yet as it ono ht net to de- 
cree any thing againſt the ſame, fo beſides the face 
Cught it not to enforce any thing to ve believed for ne- 
ceſſicy Of lalvation. 

« It is not neceſſary that traditions and ceremonies be 
in all places one, or utterly alike ; for at all times they 
have been divers, and may be changed according to 
the diverſity of countries, times and "men's manners, 
ſo that nothing be ordained againſt God's word. 
Every particular or national church hath authority to 


„ WK N ⏑ a; wo 


the church, ordained only by man's authority, ſo that 
all things be done to edifying.” = 

And we have reaſon to hope for this reformation, not 
only from the frequent and open conceſſions they make 


us; but alſo becauſe this learned member of one of our 


Univerſities in behalf of himſelf and others affures us, 
* that © The practical points of Chriſtianity being plain 
© and evident, as to theſe there can be no alteration, 
< when we are reſolved to be and to do good.” This 
character I therefore hope they will juſtly deſerve, and 
pray God it may be fully manifeſted in bim, and in all 
the other members of our two famous Univerhties, till 
pure and ſimple Chriſtianity, free from all human mix- 
tures, is ſtrictly adhered to, and univerſally practiſed in 


their church. And we have allo the like encouragement 


to hope for this from the Oxford Reply to the ſame objec- 
tion: which [ will next conſider. 


EE CT. 1 
ones on th b Oxford Reply, ; 


T HE Oxfird young 8 in the lang of 


his letter aſſures us, His opinion is, that a Teli- 


gion intended for men muſt be a reaſonable religion. 
That we are not to take things always upon truſt; but, 


A © 


* . 


examine and judge for ourſeives; end to this end, 

(which, ſays he, of all others I look upon to be the moſt 

weighty and important) I told you my reſolution was to 

bend all my academical ſtudies.“ And for this he has 
| E. a given 

3 3 Cambridge Letter, p. 12. 


N a. $. 


ordain, Change, and abolith ceremonies or 1ites of 


ſo far as our abilities and opportunities will carry us, to 
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given a very juſt and weigity reaſon, (where he ſays, © It 
© muſt be granted, that the prejudices of education have 

great force upon our minds in favour of the opinions 
we have imbibed in our younger years,” | 

It % examine and judge 15 ourſelves | in the great affait of 
religion be of all others the moſt weighty and important, fo 
that we are not therein to tale things upon truſt ; ſurely it 
muſt bighly become our Oxonian Gentleman, and every 
other Pædobaptiſt, moſt ſeriouſly to weigh and conſider, 
whether another perſon's doing any thing to them, as an 
act of religion, without their knowledge and conſent, 


and without any command from God, can be at all ac- 


ceptable to him; or is ſufficient to exempt them after- 
wards from a perſonal and voluntary ſubmiſſion and obe- 


_ dience to the inſtitution of Chriſt, when they come to 


years of underſtanding, and are capable of the qualifica- 
tions, which the ſcriptures direct to, and accordingly in 
the judgment of our eſtabliſhed church, are therein required 


of perſons to be baptized. This leads me to conſider his 


anſwer to the objection againſt a rational faith, ariſing 
from the practice of infant-baptiſm, which begins thus : 
5 © You atk, p. 9. Can a man be baptized into a rational 
religion? Which queſtion, in the terms in which it is 
« conceived, is a very extraordinary one, Can a man be 
© baptized, &c ? Why not, Sir ? Will you give me leave to 
« aſK in my turn: Can a man believe a rational religion, 
and make profeſſion of it? J hope he may. And what 


does being baptized imply more than this?“ 


If being baptized imply the believing and making profeſ- 


fron of a rational religion, Or in the terms of their church 


catechiſm, ©* Repentance, whereby they forſake fin; and faith, 
whereby they ftedfaſlly believe the promiſes of God made to 


them in that ſacrament ;' then infants cannot poſſibly be 


the ſubjects of it, and this he has moſt frankly and honeſt- 
ly acknowledged in theſe words. ® But by what follows 
I gueſs you would have ſaid, Can that be a reaſonable re- 
ligion, into which infants are baptized ? For you pre- 
ſently aſk again, Where is reaſon concerned when 
babes accept the terms of ſalvation by deputy ? Tz 


which he thus replics, * The reaſon of the infants them- 


« ſelves is no ways concerned in it. They have no rea- 
© ſon, nor are they therefore capable of religion.“ Is it 
not therefore a very great mr upon their church, to 

enact 


+* Page 18, 5 Oxford Reph, p. 7. © Ibid, p. 8. 
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enact ſuch things for them, and in the fame book public- 
ly declare to all the world: That bapti/m is onl y the out- 
ward and viſible fign of the inward and ſpiritual grace 
in the perſon baptized, ſignifying his death unto fin, and 
new birth unto righteouſneſs ; and that infants, by reaſon of 
their tender age, are unable to perform the neceſſary requiſites 


for their admiſſion to it? Would it not be much wiſer and 


better for our eſtabliſhed church to wait, till they are ca- 
fable of religion; till the inward and ſpiritual grace, and 
all the neceſſary qualifications for that ſacred ordinance 
appear in them; till they can confeſs with the mouth the 
Lord Feſus, and believe in their heart that God hath raiſed 
bim from the dead? Rom. x. 8—15, But to eſtabliſh a 
method of procedure diametrically oppoſite to all this, 
and at the ſame time acknowledge it to be ſo, as, I think, 


their words ſufficiently declare, are indeed ſuch ſhocking 
contradictions, and ſuch a glaring reproach to their 


church, that our Oxonian, in contending with an In- 
fidel, could not pretend to vindicate, and only ſeems wil- 


ling to palliate, by adding in very modeſt and cautious 


terms. But they [that is infants,] may, ſo far as I can 


« judge at preſent, by the mercies of God be capable of 


being admitted to the benefits of his covenant.” That is, 
T well hope, to falvation by the mercies of God; for as 
he aſſerts elſewhere, 7 © Before the uſe of reaſon, it 
[faith] is not neceſſary at all; i. e. (.. . . ) neceſſary to 


A 


Faith is neceſſary to all who may be convinced by the 
evidence offered; but I do not know that it is neceſ- 
ſary to thoſe, who having done their utmoſt cannot 
free themſelves from ſcruples; neceſſary, I fay, to fave 
them from the penalties which the goſpel threatens to 
unbelievers. And I wiſh, that Pædobaptiſts in our 
controverſy would but carefully regard the fame advice 
and caution, which this Oxonian here dire&s his author 
to, namely Say honeſtly what the goſpel is, and [ [nfidels 
© may] do [their] worſt, But it is not fair to load it with 


AG KK A A © A A A 


« abſurdities of [the:r] own inventions.“ Such things only 
make them inconſiſtent, and give Infidels advantage; 


and therefore, if in the paſſage I was upon, our young 
Gentleman means any thing concerning baptiſm, as I 
fear he does, tho' the ſcriptures are entirely ſilent about 


7 Page 55. Page 17, 


ſave us from the penalties of the law; nor is it neceſ- 
ſary, in this ſenſe, at any time afterwards, but accord- 
ing to circumſtances.” Agreeable to which he ſays, 


any 
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any covenant for their admiſſion to it, it is given up again 
in the very next words directed to his author. You, per- 
© haps, may be of another opinion ; * [namely that in- 
fants cannot be ſaved without baptiſm, as too many weak 
Chriſtians have pretended.) But what has this queſtion to 
do with the truth of religion?“ [hat indeed, as infants 
are incapable of religion, and the New Teſtament ſays no- 
thing of their being baptized ©] © But* he goes on plainly de- 
nying what the Deift alledged, as I before obſerved the Cam- 
bridge letter had done, You lay it down peremptorily, 
that it is the pleaſure and ordinance of God that in- 
© fants ſhould be baptized ; becauſe, I ſuppoſe, it beſt 
© ſuited your purpoſe, For you know very well, that all 
Chriſtians are not of a mind in this matter; and it 
< ſhews you are hard put to it for arguments againſt Chriſ- 
* tianity, to lay hold of a diſputed practice, and build 
© upon it as a plain, expreſs law of Chriſt,” After this 


A 


follows a more free and ingenuous confeſſion, than is of- 
ten met with from any Pædobaptiſts, but thoſe of our 
eſtabliſhed church. © I do not remember any paſſage in 


* the New Teſtament, which ſays expreſsly, that infants 
< ſhould be baptized; and as I am informed by better 
< judges, the evidences for this practice from antiquity, 
« tho? very early, do not fully come up to the times of the 
< apoſtles.” 5 „ 
Here is ſcripture and the beſt antiquity given up at once 
by this learned member of our Univertity, as containing 


nothing in them expreſs/y for the practice of nfant-bap- 
tiſm; and from this conviction therefore, he very modeſt- 
ly and very wiſely ſubjoins: © So that if I did believe the 
receiving children into covenant by baptiſm to be ſo ab- 


« ſurda thing as you ſeem to think it; I ſhould judge it 
© to be more reaſonable to queſtion the agreeableneſs of 
this practice, (how general ſoever,) to the inſtitution of 
Chriſt, than to reject the goſpel on that account.” 


A 


This being the whole of our Oxford young Gentleman's 


Reply to this objection, I fhall only aſk him further, how 
far the continuing a practice, the agreeableneſs of which to 


the inſtitution of Chriſt, he queſtions, can be juſtified by 


St. Paul's rule of conduct, Rom. xiv. 22—23. as himſelf 


explains it, p. 31, 32: where, as his brother at Cambridge 


had done, he alſo gives up the validity of their chrurch 


articles, with her definitions and determinations in matters 


of religion © The whole paſſage runs thus. But how do 


you prove, that natural religion will ſtand a man in 


e no 


6 
C 
0 
4 
[4 
0 
C 
c 
G 
SO 
6 
8 
C 
— 
0 
C 
4 
8 
& 
0 
7 
c 
- 
c 
0 
0 


5 } a 
a QA A . E. Bo. BE. RK M W .==́ůHR?²œr¹ꝛi a. 6 


The juſt ſentiments, which theſe young members. of 
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no ſtead? Why, by appealing to an article of the 
church of England, which ſays, that works done before 
the grace of Chriſt, are not pleaſant to God, nor do 
they make men meet to receive grace.” [Of what « 
can infant-baptiſm be then f] © I am not divine enough, 
Sir, to ſettle the preciſe meaning of this article. It 
may gy be this, that our beſt and moſt perfect natu- 
ral ſtate is fo 

with God, without his free, undeſerved mercy in the 
pardon of our fins; which I think is true. But ſup- 


poſing the doctrine of the article to be as you would re- 
preſent it, what would be the conſequence ? Are you 


of thoſe who think it reaſonable to ſet down the deci- 
ſions of a particular church as the ſtandard of the chriſ- 
tian doctrine ? For decency you do indeed quote a text 


of ſcripture; /Yhatſocver is not of faith, isn. But you 


cannot, I apprehend, lay any real ſtreſs upon this, 
which even I (unſkilled in the (criptures as I am) can fee 
is nothing to the purpoſe. The Apoitle was ſpeaking 
of eating certain meats, concerning which the queſ- 
tion was, whether they might lawfully be eaten or not. 


In theſe caſes he directs, that every man ſhould take care 


to ſatisfy his own judgment, and not do any thing un- 
perſuaded of the lawfulneſs of it. [&4now and am per- 


ſuaded that nothing is unclean of itſelf ; but to him 
that efteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is un- 
clean Rom. xiv. 14, To eat, whilſt I doubt whether 
I may lawfully eat or not, is not of faith, and /Yhat/o- 
ever is not of faith, is ſin, ver. 23. What tendency 
has this to ſhew that God will damn men for their 
moſt innocent miſtakes; or that the beſt faith they 
can get, the beſt life they can lead, will be of no 
account, if in all points a man believes not aright? 


If you know of any other text that ſays this, 
produce it, and it ſhall be admitted. But to ſay 
that the church of England teaches this is ſaying 
nothing. For if it were true that this is the ſenſe of 
the article (which J verily believe it is not) I would an- 
ſwer as I have already anſwered in another caſe: IT 1s 


MORE REASONABLE TO GIVE UP. THE ARTI- 


CLE THAN THE GOSPEL.“ 


our Univerſities have told us, they entertain concerning 
church authority, and deciſions in matters of religion, 
are much fuller expreſſed by Mr, Mole, fo as to ex- 


defective, that we cannot plead acceptance 
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tend to all Pædobaptiſt churches, in his anſwer to the 
ſame argument from the article of the church of Zng- 


land, in theſe words. 9 Our author indeed has an ex- 


4 preſſion of his church, which may be of ſome ſer- 
vice with thoſe, who will be concluded by ſuch kind of 
authority: but what matters it how his church, or any 
other ſuch church, has expreſſed this, or any other mat- 
ter whatever? Could the deciſions of ever ſo many 
churches, and ever ſo well conſtituted, be produced to 
the contrary; what is there, that the nature of any ſuch 


more than a ballance in ſuch an authority as that of 
God? The authority our author quotes is of a piece 
with his aſſertion, falſhood and abſurdity are upheld by 
ſuch authority; but the doctrine of Chriſt, as it is of a 
different nature, ftands upon a very different ground.” 

But the author of Chriſtianity not founded on Argument 
hath dropped a ſuggeſtion, of which neither the Cayn— 


Bridge Letter, nor the Oxford Reply, had reaſon to take 
any notice, becauſe to be ſure they believe it is true. 


Yet Mr. Mole hath taken occaſion from thence to caſt 
ſome reflections upon our eſtabliſhed church, tho', in my ap- 


prehenſion, it does not appear with a very good grace, un- 


leſs there was more difference between hers, and the 


Preſbyterian eſtabliſhment, reſpecting the commencement 


of Chriſtianity and church memberſhip in the infants of 
each, by bringing them to what they both falſly cal! 
baptiſm, tho? they are equally unqualified for it. SE 


s E CI. III. 


Remarks on the office of baptiſm in the hirk of 


Scotland, and the Engliſh directory by the 
aſſembly of drvines. 


Ax the infants, which commence Chriſtians and 


1 church-members in the kirk of Scotland, are equal- 
ly unqualified with thoſe in our eſtabliſhed church, the 
practice there as unſcriptural, and founded as intirely upon 
human authority, is manifeſt, The kirk of Scotland in- 

deed 


9 Grounds of the Chriſtian Faith rational, p. 80. 


human aſſurances can poſhbly afford us, that has not 
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deed hath reſtrained the grace of baptiſm to the infants of 


believers; and the Englih directory ſays; © That fuch 
children by baptiſm are ſolemnly received into the boſom »f the 
viſible church, . .. That they are Chriſtians, ard federally 


holy before baptiſm, and therefore are they baptized, Inno- 
cent infants they are; but holy Chriſtians is an epithet, 


which no ſuch infants deſerve, But tho' they do eſteem 
them ſo, yet the kirk requires the parent and one godfa- 


ther to engage for the child; for the order of baptiſm uſed 


by them is as follows. 


The infant which is to be haptized, ſhall be broughe 
to church on the day appointed, to common prayer and 


"Aa: 


the miniſter, he demandeth this queſtion.” 

Do you preſent this child to be baptized, earneſtly 
* defiring that he may be ingrafted in the myſtical body of 
* Jeſus Chriſt ? © The anſwer is, Vea, we require the ſame.” 
'Then follows a long diſcourſe, in which the miniſter 


ſays, Our infants appertain to him [Gd] by covenant, 
and therefore ought not to be defrauded of thoſe holy 
« ſigns and badges, whereby his children are known 
from infidels and pagans.“ Here I beg leave to alk what 


ſpecial marks this diſtinguiſhing badge leaves upon a new- 
born infant, by which it may be known from an Infidel's 


child that never was ſprinkled? I am apt to think the 
wiſeſt miniſter would be wholly at a loſs to tell the one 
from the other in two minutes time, if both were of an 
age, and dreſſed alike. Nor would he be able to tell, whe- 

ther any other child was ever ſprinkled or not, if he was 


to view it ever ſo long, and with the utmoſt care and at- 
tention, But when men are ſo zealouſly determined to 


eſtabliſh their own human traditions upon the ruin, of 


Chriſt's ſolemn inſtitution, they have not a due regard to 


his truth, or they durſt never have aſſerted what ſollows : 


Neither is it requiſite, that all thoſe that receive this 


« ſacrament, have the uſe of underſlanding and faith,” If 


they meant here the ſprinkling, or waſhing the infant's 


face, as their own human inſtitution only, I ſhould agree 


with them; but if they mean, that thoſe things are not 
needful, or Tequiſite to baptiſm, as inſtituted by "Chrift, A 


greater reproach cannot be caſt upon it; nor any thing 


ſaid more contrary to truth. For does not the commiſſion 

ſay, He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, Mark 

xvi, 16. Did not Philip inſiſt upon the eunuch's believing 
F 


with 


preaching, accompanied with the father and godfather. 
So that after the ſermon, the child being preſented to 
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with all his heart, as a neceſſary requiſite for his being 


_ baptized? Acts viii. Do the ſcriptures any where ſpeak of 


one ſoul baptized, who was deſtitute of underſtanding 


and faith? Or, do they give the leaſt hint, that ſuch may 
be received to that ſacred ordinance ? If not, how durſt 


they aflert ſuch things? Is it not directly contrary to the 
ſcripture, which aſſures us, that without faith it is im- 
poſſible to pleaſe God; tor he that cometh to God muſt believe 
that he is, and that he is a reworder of them that diligent- 


_ ly feek him, Heb. xi. 6, See alſo vi. 1,2. And moreover St. 


Peter aſſures us, that even where the external part of bap- 
tiſm is rightly adminiſtered, it will avail nothing, if it be 
not accompanied with the anſwer of a good conſcience in 
the perſon baptized, 1 Peter iii. 21. N 

Our eſtabliſned church knew the truth of this much 
better, than the kirk of Scotland appears to have done; 
and was ſo fully convinced hereof, that ſhe has ho- 
neſtly, and faithfully told us, that repentance, whereby 


fen is forſaken ; and faith, whereby the promiſes of God made 


over in that ſacrament are fledfaſtly believed, are required 


of perſons to be baptized, And for this reaſon it was to be 


ſure, that ſhe hath obliged the ſponſors to do it for infants, 


chuſing rather to load herſelf with a groſs abſurdity, than 


to deny fo plain a truth, as the kirk of Scotland has done: 
which muſt therefore, in the fight of God, be guilty of a 
much greater evil in performing her human ceremonies ; 
at which her miniſters proceed and tell the people, that 
Without injury they [z7fants] cannot be debarred from 


© the common lign of God's children. And yet is not 


this outward action of ſuch neceſſity, that the lack 
„thereof ſhould be hurtful to their ſalvation, if that, 
prevented by death, they may not conveniently be pre- 
« ſented to the church.“ And the directory drawn up by 
the aſſembly of divines, and eſtabliſhed by an ordinance of 


parliament, Jan. 3, 1644, ſays, * That outward baptiſm is 


< not ſo neceſſary, that thro' the want thereof the infant is 
in danger of damnation, or the parents guilty, if they do 
© not contemn or neglect the ordinance of Chriſt, when and 


© where it may be had: which however ſtrongly implies 


that where this is ſo neglected, that the children die with- 


out it, it may be hurtful to their ſalvation, and put them 


in danger of damnation, notwithſtanding their being holy 
Chriſtians. And this indeed hath very often been aſſerted 
by ſome miniſters, as if an innocent babe could be damn- 

ed for the parents neglect, Such are the abſurd, unwor- 


thy 


1357 
thy notions which they entertain of God the moſt righte- 
ous, moſt wiſe, and beſt of beings. 

After this the miniſter proceeds and tells them, : All 
that is meant and ſignifed by | baptiſm | the ſcrip- 
* ture calleth our regeneration, which flandeth chief- 
ly in theſe two points, in mortihcation, that is to ſay, 
da reſiſting of the rebellious luſts of the fleſh, and in 
newneſs of life, whereby we continually ſtrive to walk 


Lay 


Fc 


ain baptiſm.“ But the aſſembly's directory ſays, * That 
* infants are Chriſtians, and federally holy before baptiſm, 
* and therefore are they baptized.* The contrariety of 
theſe things is manifeſt enough. For if infants are holy 
_ Chriſtians before baptiſm, what is the pureneſs and ak fec- 
lion, wherewith they are clad in baptiſm; or of what be- 
nefit can it be to them, ſince by the kirk's own confeſſion, 
if the parents are not negligent, the child may be ſaved 


without this imaginary pureneſs and perfection” But what 
proof can be given, that an infant receives the leaſt bene- 
fit by their unſcriptural ceremonies, cither in body, or in 


mind? If an Infidel's child, which was never ſprinkled, 


and which by their own principles ought not to be bap- 
tized, was placed under the ſame education, 1s it not as 
likely to make as good a man, and as devout a Chriſtian ?_ 
And would it not be much more likely to yield a perſonal 


obedience, from a principle of conſcience, to that holy 


ordinance, which our Lord requires, that every believer 
in him ſhould obſerve, on condition of being eſteemed 


his friend and diſciple ? John viii. 31. and xv. 10—15, 
In this view therefore, their infants are much more likely 
to be injured, than benefitted, by their ſuperſtitious prac- 
tice, in teaching for deftrines the commandments of men, 


Mark vii. 7, 13. founded in wild enthuſiaſm, quite de- 


ſtitute of good ſenſe, and all rational evidence. But it 
ſeems any jargon of words will paſs with high eſteem, and 


pleaſe ſome people, if the name of the church, or the 


_ aſſembly of divines be tacked to them. 

But the miniſter proceeds ſay ing, Finally, to the in- 
tent that we may be aſſured, that you the father and 
the ſurety conſent to the performance hereof, declare 


ſum of that faith, wherein you believe, and will in- 
ſtruct this child.“ 
© Then the father, or in his abſence, the Godfather, 


ſhall rehearſe the articles of his faith: [tbe apo/iles creed] 
F 2 Which 


1 


* 


in that pureneſs and perfection, wherewith we are clad 


here before God and the face of his congregation the 
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© which done the miniſter explaineth the ſame ;* which 
explanation is too long, and un neceſſary to be tranſcribed 
here, but after that is done, then followeth a ſhort prayer, 
and after that, the Lord's prayer; and © when they have 
< prayed in this ſort, the miniſter requireth the child's 
name, which known, he ſaith, 

N. I baptize thee in the name of the Father, of the 
e Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. And as he ſpeaketh theſe 
0 words, he taketh water in his hand, and layeth it upon 
the child's forehead, which done, he giveth thanks: 
the form of which! need not tranſcribe, | 

And yet, notwithſtanding, the human inventions here 
recited, it is, under the head of ſacraments, affirmed by 
preblick authority ; whereby this order of baptiſm was fur- 


ther commanded there to be pr aciſea in the aid kirk, An- 
110 48475 that, 


To Chriſt Jeſus bl holy goſpel truly preached, of 
7 it is, that his holy ſacraments be annexed, and 
truly miniſtered, as ſeals and viſible confirmations 
of the ſpiritual promiſes contained in the word; and 
they be two, to wit, baptiſm, and the holy ſupper of 
the Lord Jeſus, which are then rightly miniſtered, . .. 
when farther to them is nothing added, from them no- 
thing diminiſhed, and in their practice nothing changed 
beſides the inſtitution of the Lord Jeſus, and practice 
of his holy apoſtles. 
< And albeit the order of Genroa, which now is uſed in 
ſome of our churches, is ſufficient to inſtruct the dili- 
gent reader how that both theſe ſacraments may be 
rightly miniſtered, yet for an uniformity to be kept, we 
have thought good to add this as ſuperabundant, 

In baptiſm we acknowledge nothing to be uſed ex- 
cept the element of water only (that the word and de- 
claration of the promiſes ought to precede we have faid 
before) wherefore whoſcever preſumeth in baptiſm to 
uſe oyl, falt, wax, ſpittle, conjuration and croſſing,“ 


A 
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[and I may alis add. any other human inventions whatſoever, 


even ſprinkling or waſhing of the face, or of godfathers, &c. 


above-mentioned] * accuſeth the perfect inſtitution of 


Chriſt Jeſus, of imperfection. For it was void of all 
ſuch inventions deviſed by men, and ſuch as would 


preſume to alter Chriſt's perfect ordinance, you ought 
ſeverely to puniſh,” 


With this ſevere cenſure, which may juſtly be applied 
to her own practice, ſhe breaths the true ſpirit of perſecu- 


tion, 


K K AQ 


1 

tion. And perſuant to an order of aſſembly, her mi— 
niſters oblige the parent and ſurety ſolemnly to pro- 
miſe, that if the child live, they will teach and inflrutt it, 
in both the aſſemblies catechiſms : by which an early bias 
is thrown upon the mind, in favour of falſe principles, 
and very corrupt doctrines, ſuch as are even contrary to 
the firſt principles of natural religion, as well as to the 
ſacred ſcriptures, in their juſt conſequences very hurt- 
ful to men, and utterly inconſiſtent with the moral per- 
fections of God. For they repreſent him, as the real and 
cruel author of all fin, * as if he had by an eternal im- 
mutable decree unchangeably fore-ordained whatſoever 
comes to paſs ; and without any foreſight of faith, or the 
leaſt regard to good works performed by men, or to their 
perſeverance in either of them, or any other thing in the 


_ crea- 


1 B. The aſſembiy⸗ » confellion of faith, from whence they 
compoſed their catechiſm, on the article of God's decrees, ſays, 

* God from all eternity did by the moſt wiſe and holy counſel 

of his own will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatſoever 
comes to pals: QW... . By the decree of God for the ma- 
nifeſtation of his glory, ſome men and angels are predeſti- 
nated unto ee life, and others fore- ordained to everlaſt- 
ing death. 

+ "Theſe angels and men thus predeſtinated, and 1 iel. 
are particularly and unchangeably deſigned, and their number 
is ſo certain and definite, that it cannot be nie increaſed or 
« diminiſhed.” 

If theſe articles are true, nothing can be more menen, 
than for thoſe zealous Chriſtians, who profeſs ſtedfaſtly to be- 
lieve them, to anathematize their brethren, who diſbelieve many 
of them; and openly to declare, as they are too ready to do, 
that we cannot poſſibly be ſaved, that we muſt neceſſarily be 
damned : As a miniſter ſometime ago was pleaſed to ſay of me, 
only becauſe I differed from his ſentiments about ſome points of 
faith. My reply was to this effect; that he did not under- 
ſtand his own principles, for if God decreed and fore-ordained 
every thing, or whatſoever comes to paſs ; he then decreed me 
to believe, as I do, and likewiſe fore-ordained me to own and 
profeſs that belief. And if the number of his ele& were ſo par- 
_ ticular, ſo certain and definite, that none of them could poſ- 

fibly fail of ſalvation, it was impoſſible for my belief, or diſ- 
belief of any article to alter God's decree ; and therefore for 
any thing he could tell, even upon his own principles, I might 
be one of God's dear children, whilſt here, notwithſtanding my 


preſent belief, and may, by his grace, be for ever happy i in the 
enjoyment of bim hereafter. 


K „ 0 
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N 
creature, he had by a partial and unwiſe election, of his 
mere arbitrary will and pleaſure, choſen ſome particular 
perſons to eternal life and bleſſedneſs; and alſo, without 
the leaſt mercy or compaſſion, had cruelly and unjuſtly, 
Sc. reprobated all the reſt of mankind to diſhonour and 
wrath. Theſe opinions naturally tend to remove from 
the minds of men almoſt every motive to the practice of 
virtue, and to expel from thence all reſtraints from the 
ſenſual gratification of their vitious luſts and paſſions ; to 
prompt and encourage them without remorſe or fear to 
the wiltul commiſſion of all ungodlineſs, and unrighte- 
ouſneſs. For if theſe principles are true, no kind of 


_ wickedneſs can ever endanger the happineſs of the elect ; 


nor the ſtricteſt virtue prevent the divine wrath and ven- 
geance from being poured out upon the reprobate, and 
conſigning them all to the unſpeakable remedileſs miſe- 
ries of hell. And as preſumption, or deſpair naturally 


_ reſults from thoſe falſe, I might have ſaid wicked, blaſ- 
phemous, and ſoul deſtroying principles, fo injurious to, 
and unbecoming the majeſty of heaven, the tender, com- 
paſſionate Parent of the whole univerſe, 20% does good 


to all, and whoſe tender mercies are over all his wor bc; . 
who * ſworn that, he hath no pleaſure in the death of the 


wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; 
and in the moſt compaſſionate manner intreats them to 


turn from ſin, that they may eſcape death, and inherit 
life, Ezef. xxxlll. II : ſo with reſpect to the falſe prin - 
ciples ſet forth by the aſſembly of divines, it is rather 


to be wondered at, that any perſons, who believe them, 


ſhould be truly religious, and kept from the daring lin of 
preſumption, or of linking into the depths of deſpair, 
than that everlaſting ruin ſhould thereby be brought upon 
many, who might otherwiſe have eſcaped the miſery, 


which it is greatly to be feared hath been the unhappy con- 
ſequence of them to many ſouls, And what Mr. AMAole 
ſays 2 is very true, that, © If... our education , . has 


conſiſted in learning and blindly receiving the creeds, 

catechiſms, or other compoſitions of fallible men, and 
being taught to take the doctrines thereof for the truths of 

Chriſtianity, upon no arguments, but the authority of 

thoſe, who compiled, or authoriſed, or acquainted us 

with thoſe ſyſtems; ſuch education conſiſts in folly and 

falſhood, and to cultivate all the effects of ſuch edu- 

cation, would be to confirm ourſelves 1 in the abſurd de- 

| © lultons 


2 Greand*, Oc. p. 58. 


(39) 
© luſions and miſtakes, which others had led us into, and 
* which God knows is the caſe of myriads,' 1 0 8 

And moreover, the books of the laſt and ſome former 
ages, abounding ſo much with thoſe unworthy notions of 


God, together with the zeal with which theſe and other 


doctrines of the like kind were then taught, and contend- 
ed for, by Chriſtians in general, may juſtly be looked up- 
on as the fatal ſeeds of that infidelity, which hath now 
produced ſo general a defection from Chriſtianity in this 


age. For if men once come to be perſuaded, that prin- 
ciples ſo contrary to the nature and perfections of God, 
are really contained in the bible; how can it be ſuppoſed 


they ſhould ever believe ſuch a revelation to come from 
him, or that the chriſtian religion ſhould ever be divine ? 
But in conſequence of thoſe falſe doctrines, and the ſup- 
poſed neceſſity of infant-ſprinkling, many miniſters, as 


well as other Chriſtians, have been ready enough, with 
the author of Chri/tianity not founded on Argument, to de- 
nounce damnation, declaring, that ſuch infants as die un- 
baptized, cannot be ſaved, that there are ſuch in hell a ſpan 
long. Shocking opinion indeed! And tho' Mr. Mole, and 
the reſt of his brethren here in England, are generally 


come off from thoſe corrupt principles; yet J queſtion, 


vhether any of them would care to ſprinkle a child, which 
was not born of chriſtian parents. But our eſtabliſhed 
church is not ſo partial, for ſhe generouſly opens her arms 


to all infants, and is willing to confer the grace of bap- 


tiſm, and receive them into her boſom, whether they be 


the children of believers, or of unbelievers ; and hath taken 


care to provide them two other ſureties, beſides one god- 


father, and the parent, who is always ſuppoſed to be un- 


der the higheſt obligation to inſtruct them in the ways of 


piety, and train them up in the chriſtian faith, 
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SEE W. 


Remarks on Mr. Mole's grounds of the chriſtian 


faith rational, 


& © HE ſuggeſtion referred to page 32. is thus intro- 
duced by Mr. Mole. But when it is added:“ 
« And to diſtinguiſh ſtill further our eſtabliſhed church 
c in particular, as the mode the moſt conformable to 
cc that divine plan ;”? © this is what I would neither deſire 
< him to grant, nor grant him, if he ſhould defire it,” 
[ equally as ſoon, as I would to Mr. Mole, and the kirk of 
Scotland, and he has full as much reaſon to do it tos] with- 
out his firſt proving, that this is part of the taſk, which 
is required of us by God, This is [alſo] to introduce a 
difficulty into the caſe far greater, than all that was in 
it before amounted to; and which, I ſhall readily con- 
cur with this author, in ſuppoſing, that our reaſon is 


dantly evince the truth and authority of Chriſtianity, 
are calculated to prove ſomething elſe of our eſtabliſhed 
church; | and the kirk of Scotland too] but by no 
means the truth of [Heir] doctrines, or authority of 
[their] deciſions, as ſuch,” And to what this ſame au- 
thor has ſaid, p. 10. That we are to addreſs ourſelves to 


C 
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< altogether unequal to. The arguments, which abun- 
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KC. heaven to inculcate the full complement of our belief, 


© will help us to a juſt and uniform account of its whole 
nature, whillt it points readily back to its ſource of bap- 
tiſm :* Mr. Mole replies after this manner, 4 Such a 
faith indeed, as derives merely from baptiſm, has that 
for its ſource, and nothing elſe, may poſſibly be in this 
manner ſupported ; being of an irrational original, it 
may be cultivated in a method conformable exactly to 
that of its implanting : but for ſuch ſource, and ſuch 
ſupport of faith, we muſt, I imagine, look ſomewhere 
elſe than in the ſcriptures.” If Mr. Mole means in 


our eſtabliſhed church, or the church of Rome either; 


we may as well look to Scotland, and find the ſame juſt 
cauſe for reflection upon the Preſbyterian church there, 
and upon all the branches of it amongſt his own party 


TT here 
3 Ibid. p. 102. „ Ibid, p. 65. 


41 
here in England, notwithſtanding the faith which it 13 


pretended infants derive from their parents, or that Chri/- 


tanily and federal holineſs they imagine them to have be- 
Fore, intitling them to baptiſm- or that pureneſs and per- 
fection with which they fancy infants are clad, when they 
confer, what is ſtiled the grace of baptiſm, upon them, 
For, as I before quoted from the ſame writer, 5 It is im- 
< poſſible, ſurely, when we conſider to whom we muſt 
aſcribe them, that any ſuch abſurd ſchemes can any 


trived us an irrational one, to be afterwards ſuperſeded, 

or even confirmed by a rational one,” 

And as Mr. Mole very juſtly obſerves from the 6 ſame 
author, © If any ſhould be ſo unhappy, as to be trained 
© up in this method, „ and upon notice from his ſureties 
« of the condition; they had ingaged him in, ſhould 
56 think of appealing, or making any further ſearch for 
ce the certainty of that knowledge, in which he had been 
* inſtructed, and poſitively refuſe to ſtand to what they 
& had done in his name, till they had laid the grounds 
© and reaſons of their proceedings before him to his jatiſ 
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faction, or he kad inquired into them for that pur- 


© poſe; he would be ſo far from deſerving the odious cha- 
rafter of a perverſe apoſtate, that he muſt truly be look- 
ed upon, 2s in great meaſure a ſtranger to Chriſti— 
anity till he had done fo : his ſo doing "would be a ne- 
ceſſary ſtep to his becoming a real or rational Chriſtian; 
and it is not thoſe, who de this, but thoſe who do not, 
who are in danger of deſerving the character of aliens 
from the faith of Chriſt ; tho' not perhaps of receiving 
it from ſome certain quarters.“ 
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I readily agree with this ſentiment of Mr. les, and 
think the paffage very applicable to the members of his 


own church, as well as to thoſe of other Pædobaptiſts, to 


whom he has not only given the greateft encouragement 
for their reformation, by taking upon them a rational: 


profeſſion of Chriſtianity with the baptized churches, up- 
on the true ſcripture plan, free from all human mixtures : 

but hath alſo enforced the ſame with the ſtrongeſt motives, 
to prevent any heſitation about forfaking thoſe reſpective 
congregations, into which their parents had them rantized 


or ſprinkled ; and has furniſhed them with very cogent 


2 reaſons, 


5 Chriſtianity not founded, Ca p. 19. © Grounds, & c. p. 79, 
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longer be ſuppoſed, that we can ever imagine, that the 
great author and finiſher of our faith ſhuts have con- 
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reaſons, why they ſhould abſolutely renounce ſuch educa- 
tion principles, ſuch an human, unſcriptural and unchriſ- 
tian method of gathering churches, or making Chriſtians, 
as a neceſſary lep to their becoming real or rational Chriſ- 
tians, And hereby they will be /o far from deſerving the 
odious character of perverſe apoſtates, that according to 
him they muſt truly be lobte upon, as in great meaſure, 
flrangers to Chriſtianity, till they have done fo, and are in 
danger of deſerving the character of aliens from the faith 
of Chriſt. But notwithſtanding all this, I find ſuch a 
thorough reformation is never to be hoped for, nor in the 
leaſt expected to proceed from himſelf and his brethren, 
or from any ſuch miniſters, becauſe he aſſures us, 7 Thev, 
* who profeſs even a true religion, originally built upon ra- 
tional grounds, and have themſelves eſtabliſhed it on a 
different foundation, and have led the people into a belief 
of it on that falſe bottom, are likely to be for keeping the 
rational grounds of it out of their fight ; leſt coming to 
the knowledge of them they ſhould ſee the abſurdity 
and hurtfu] conſequences, of having religion ſtand up- 
on any foot but its own.” ¶ hether Ar. Mole ſpeaks this 
of his own knowledge and experience, I ſhall not pretend to ſay : 
but as he further obſerves] © The truly rational and ſcrip- 
tural method of propagating faith is very difterent from 
this, it cannot be intereſted in, or juſtly anſwerable for 
the abſurdities, it is chargeable with. Training up 
children, as God ſays Abraham would his, to do juſtice 
and judgment; or as Solomon ſpeaks, in the way they 
ſhould go; or as St. Paul exhorts, in the nurture and 
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* admonition of the Lord; is a quite different thing from 


training them up in the belief of doctrines, which are 
commanded to be aſſented to, or the practice of rites, 
which are commanded to be obſerved by any civil or 
church law whatſoever,” [either in England, Scotland, 


or Rome.] 


And the reaſons, why we muſt not expect ſo much good, 
nor hope for ſuch à reformat ion from their miniſters, 
ſeem to be aſſigned in p. 76; where he honeſtly confeſſes, 
that © ſince Chriſtianity has been eſtabliſned under human 
forms, with the ſanction and authority of civil laws, 

and a clergy has been ſettled as a principle part of ſuch 
religious eſtabliſhments ; the plan of religion has been 
greatly altered, and the work of its minifters greatly en- 
larged. By this means defending the rights of thoſe, 

© WRO 
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( 43) 
who have eſtabliſhed it, the method in which it has been 
done, and the dignitics and emoluments, with which 
they have been ſettled upon this new foundation, have 
much taken them off from attendance to thoſe offices, 
to which they were obliged upon the anticnt ſcriptural 

one. And as the plan of religion has been greatly al- 
tered, the method of education has undergone a great 
change by it; {incc, inſtead of teaching the principles 
of reaſon. and the holy ſcripture, it has hereby been 
made to conſiſt in teaching the manner and matter of 
ſuch eſtabliſnments, which in many things are evident- 
ly contrary to both, And it parents of families, and 
paſtors of churches, inſtead of concurring in ſuch a me- 
thod of rational and ſcriptural education, which is cal- 
culated to lead to true faith and right conduct in human 
life, ſhall agree in ſubſtituting a very different one in its 
room, whereby men are led into falſe notions both of 
the faith and practice of true Chriſtianity, unhappy 
muſt be the caſe of ſuch as come under their care; they 
muſt neceſſarily come into life under great diſadvan- 
tages, which their parents and paitors will be moſt. 
chargeable with the guilt of, tho' themſelves muſt in 
conſequence be conliderable ſufferers, . . . as, where re- 
ligion is preſcribed by human authority, and received on 
that ground, is really the caſe.” For /ays he, p. 78. 
They are the corruptions mingled with it, the falſe prin- 
ciples upon which it is recommended, and the crying 
ambition, avarice, cruelty, and every contrariety to 
it in the character of its preachers, which render an 
examination into it more- intricate and difficult now, 
than it was at firſt; and are the great and ſtanding ob- 
ſtacles to men's coming, or being diſpoſed to come, to 
the faith of it.” NN 1 
All theſe paſſages, and many others, ſeem pointed 
againſt our eſtabliſhed church; and therefore I was willing 
to let Mr. Mole ſee how juſtly they may be applied to 
Pædobaptiſt churches of other denominations, But wav- 
ing further remarks in this view at preſent, I will now 
attend his anſwer to this alarming objection, which the 
author of Chriſtianity not founded on Argument has in- 
troduced after this manner, p. 9. that © Application was 
© not intended by the goſpel to be made to the underſtand- 
ing... . . I ſhall endeavour yet farther to evince, by 
© looking a little into life and practice upon the occaſion, 
by tracing this faith to its known original, and pointing 
= G 2 directly 
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? * directly to the great root whence all our religious im- 
© preflions notoriouſly ſpring. By aſking you farther, 
Can a man be baptized into a rational religion ?? 
By life and practice here, this author does not ſeem to 
intend the duties of morality, but only thoſe religious 
acts, which ſome Chriſtians perform, as the poſitive ap- 


pointments of the goſpel. And as thoſe, who are 


ſtrangers to the chriſtian religion, are moſt likely to paſs 


judgment of it by what they ſee and obſerve in the life 


and practice of its profeſſors, performed by them as the 
appointments of Chriſt, and eſſential parts of his religion, 
in order to their commencing Chriſtians, or becomin 
hers of his church; and as the kirk of Scotland, and 
Les PeJobaptifts, as well as our eſtabliſhed church, 
eech or laid aſide the rational ſubject of baptiſm, 
ted inflead thereof an irrational one; and 
+..0 ſuperſeded baptiſm by an act which hath nothing 
e nature of baptiſm in it, for where dipping is not 
vectiſed, there can be no baptiſm; becauſe baptiſm and 
. are the ſame thing, neither will the inſtitution 


of Chriſt admit of two different modes: So Mr. 


Mole had from hence the juſteſt reaſon to return the fol- 
lowing anſwer to him, whereby he hath indeed repreſent- 
ed, and ſet forth, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt moving terms, 
that great apoſtaſy or defection of Pzdobaptiſts, from the 
purity of chriſtian baptiſm, together with the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity they are under of a reformation herein; if they 
would for the future prevent ſuch objections againſt Chrii- 
tianity, and take away occaſion from thoſe, who are perpe- 


tually ſeeking occaſion to ridicule our moſt holy religion; 
and thereby ex pole it to ſcorn and contempt as a very ir- 


rational thing, which has extorted this ſtrange anſwer 
from him. 


3 And muſt we indeed be concluded by this manner of 


proof? Is the chriſtian religion to be judged of, by what 


appears in the life and practice of thoſe, Who make 
profeſſion of it? Is this a likely way to know, what 
the chriſtian religon is? And is it juſt, that it ſhould 

bare the blame of all the egregious follies and abſurdi- 
ties, which paſs in the world under its name? He may 
look as much and as long as he pleaſes, and we may at- 
tend him in his ſearches, without ever having this point 
evinced from any thing, that is to be diſcovered in life 
and practice upon this occaſion.” A moſt melancholy 


| Account 
* Grounds, Sc. p. 53. | 


. 
account indeed! But he ought to have excepted the Bap- 
tiſt churches, becauſe they have kept this ordinance as it 
was at firſt delivered; tho, with reſpect to the practice of 
his own and the kirk of Scotland, he had too much occaſion 


to add ſtill further. He may indeed be able to ſhew 
from thence, that men pretending a commiſſion to 


teach Chriſtianity make no application by it to the un- 
derſtandings of men, but endeavour to extinguiſh and 
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faith, which neither their reaſon nor underſtanding have 
ever brought them to.“ And how indeed ſhould it be 
otherwiſe, whilſt they account 7nfants believers, and holy 
Chriſtians before baptiſm : and by their ceremonies pretend 
to claath them with pureneſs and perfection, and make them 
members, or take them into the bojom of the viſible church; 


before they have any reaſon or under/landing to be applied 


unto. And therefore, as Mr. Mole proceeds, poſſibly he 


may ſhew, that ſome very trivial matter [even infant- 
C- 


la 


all the yeligious impreſſions of great numbers of profeſ- 


is really from God, of like nature with that which 
Chriſt and his apoſtles acted with, and exerciſed in the 
manner, wherein they exerciſe theirs? Will this prove, 
that the faith ſuch men boaſt of, is the true faith, 
which is required by God in order to ſalvation ; 


the principle, which God intended ſhould do it ? 


and great root, whence all the religious impreſſions of 
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and ſincere Chriſtians exerciſe in him? If not, what is 
£ this conduct of our author,” [f looking into life and prac- 
tice, either under the Engliſh, or Scotiſh e/tabliſhments, for 


Chriſt's inſtitution of baptiſm] * but running away from 
faith [or the ordinance of baptiſm] in order to meet it; and 


turning his back upon it, in order to take a view of it ? 
He ſhould have looked a little into the ſcriptures, from 
whence alone it can be known, what Chriſtianity [Chri/- 
tian baptiſm] and the true faith of it is. Looking into 
life and practice among many, both teachers and pro- 
$ feſſors, is the way indeed to know what they are not, 
and may ſerve the purpoſes of miſrepreſenting their true 

| „„ nature; 
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put them out. Or he may be able to ſhew from thence, 
that many cal] themſelves believers, and pretend to 


ſprinkling] is the known original, and great root, whence 


ſors [both in Scotland and England] notoriouſly ſpring. 
But will this prove, that the commiſhon ſuch men claim, 


and that reaſon cannot lead to true faith, nor be 
And will it hence be evinced, that the known original 


ſuch perſons notoriouſly ſpring, is the real original and 
true root of that faith in Chriſt, which God requires, 


— 
ES 


PRI 
> 
= — — 
4 — — 
— — 


w —— 
a 


— _ 
— 7 — 
7 


— 
— — 


— 
— —_— 
2 
1 
— _ 


( 40) 


nature; but can be no likely way to do them juſtice. It 
„is like looking into the church of Antichriſt to find 
that of Chriſt, or into Popery for the doctrine of the 


5 
© ſcriptures, where they are hid, and to be found only by 


Jooking on the reverſe.” And hence Mr. Mole proceeds. 

It is queried : Can a man be baptized into a rational re- 
* lizion ? And anſwers, Can there be any inconvenience in 
« anſwering in the affirmative? Were not men ordered to 
© be baptized into the chriſtian religion? yes, but babes and 
« infants were not] And mult it not be either a rational 
or an irrational one? And ſurely a man can as well be 
* baptized into the former, as into the latter. [ht a babe 
or infant cannot] The nature of Chriſtianity, as a ra- 
« tional religion, is, I think, as well delineated in the 
practice of baptiſm, as it is poſſible for reaſon to be re- 
preſented in any rite. For conſidering it as carrying in 
its nature the promiſe of full ſorgiveneſs of fins, that 
c are paſt, and the obligation to complete holineſs for the 
future; how could any external rite of initiation, or 
manner of taking the profeſſion upon them, better 
< ſerve to expreſs and repreſent them both, than ___ waſh- 
© ing of the bodies of ſuch, as did fo, with water ? This 
* was a proper ſymbol of that remiſſion, or cleanſing of 
& 
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them from guilt, which they enjoyed by the tenor of 
the goſpel covenant; and of that future purity of life 
and manners, to which they were obliged, and freely 
conſented, by it. In both theſe views Chriſtianity ap- 
pears to be a rational religion: and why might not 2 
man be thus baptized into it? Why might not the com - 
miſſion to preach it be executed, and ſuch baptiſm re- 
quired in an application to the underſtanding ? Or how 
can any religion, that is worthy of God, and fit for 
mankind, be propagated without ſuch application? 
What Mr. Mole can think, when he compares all this 
with his own unſcriptural practice of infant- ſprinkling, L 
know not; but furely his own conſcience muſt tell him, 


that he has here given a moſt exact deſcription of our 


practice, and of that of the primitive church; and that 
every tittle of it is abſolutely incompatible with the prac- 


tice of his own, and every other Pzdobaptiſt church 


whatioever. 


But, ſays Mr. Mole, it is further queried : * «© Where 


« is reaſon concerned, when babes accept the terms of 


« falvation by deputy, and are intitled to all the privileges 
of the moſt extenſive __ by another's act? By the 


e baptiſmal 


c 
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60 baptiſmal ceremony they commence true believers at 


once, and are made heirs of heaven, you know, by 
cc | 


cc 


« ſelves, and may in all poſſibility never live to attain 


one ; and which, if they had at the time, I know not 
yet, how they could well give a rational aſſent by 


&« proxy. Yet ſuch is the pleaſure and ordinance of God 
60 


(c 
cc 


to find, was not to be met with in the ſcriptures, It is 
the principle of proteſtants, and rational believers, to 
look into the ſcriptures, as the ſole rule of their faith 


men living for their religion; as well knowing the very 
great difference of that, which is contained in the one, 
from what paſtes for ſuch in the other” 

This is plainly giving up infant-baptiſm, as an un- 
ſcriptural thing, and declaring that, tho' it paſſes ſo ge- 
nerally among Chriſtians for a religious rite; yet it is not 
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contained in the Bible, but is greatly different from that, 
which is there preſcribed. And hence it is very eaſy to 


diſcern, what conduct ought to be expected from Mr. 


Mole, and others under ſuch convictions, if they would 


make the ſcriptures the ſole rule of their faith and prac- 
tice, as he ſays, it is the principle of proteſtants and ra- 


tional believers to do. Beſides, as Infidels and others are 


molt ready to form their conceptions of Chriſtianity from 
what they obſerve in the life and practice of its profeſſors, 

hence alſo ariſes an additional motive for their reforma- 
tion in the caſe of baptiſm, which is very evident from 


A 


© ture, which either of themſelves, or with a little art, 


are made to carry ſome ſound, tho? that be all, in his 


© favour,” [a practice too much like what our Padobaptiſls 


themſelves in their controverſies with us are guilty of ] has 


© not practiſed that method upon this occaſion ; I do not 
© ſee, what the chriſtian religion, or the rational believers 
© of it, have further to do with thele abſurdities, which 
© he has ventured to charge them with, than to diſown 
© and diſavow them, as they very well may.” How Mr. 
Mole can think fo, I know not; for I am ſure it muſt 


have 


the faith of their bondſmen; whilſt as yet they have 
not the leaſt ſhare or ſymptom of underſtanding them 


himſelf in this point.“ To all this Mr. Mole replies, ; 
© do not wonder, that our author was for looking into 
liſe and practice on this occaſion, when what he wanted 


and practice, and not into the life and practice of any 


what he adds in theſe words. And as our author, who 
uſually picks up ſome ſhreds and broken pieces of ſcrip- 


appear with a very ill grace till they are reformed, and 
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have wholly laid aſide thoſe egregious feollies, abſurditier, 
and unſcriptural practices, becauſe they muſt otherwiſe 
appear manifeſtly inconſiſtent with themſelves. Beſides, 


it will give Infidels too much cauſe to reproach them with 


being inſincere, either in what they do, or in what they 
ſay ; and whether that will be any credit or ſervice to 
themſelves, or the chriſtian religion, it behoves them ſe- 
riouſly to conſider. For, ſays Mr. Mole, where ſhall 
< we find in the word of God any mention of deputies, 


or bondſmen, or proxies, in the matters of ſal vation?“ 


Certainly none at all. No, nor yet of infants being clad 
with pureneſs and perfection in baptiſm, or of their being 
Chriſtians, and federally holy before baptiſm, intitling them 


to baptiſm, On the contrary, we are therein aſſured, 


that even the righteouſneſs of Mah, Daniel, and Fob, 


would avail ſo little for any beſides themſclves, that they 


ſhould deliver neither ſon nor daughter, ſo much as from 
temporal evils, and much leſs from thoſe which are future; 
becauſe God affirms, Exel. xiv. 12— 20, they ſhall but 


deliver their own ſouls by their righteouſneſs. And how 


then can any Chriſtians ſo vainly pretend, that the faith, 
obedience, and holineſs of parents, ſhall be imputed to 
their deſcendants through all generations; ſo as to juſtify 
them in the neglect of the poſitive appointments of God, 
as much deſigned, and according to the nature and rea- 
ſon of their inſtitution, equally as neceſſary for them all, 
as for their parents at firſt? And moreover, what ſigni- 
fies all their pretended federal holineſs, and faith derived 
from parents, conſtituting them holy Chriſtians, and in- 


titling them to baptiſm, or that purity and perfection, 


which they ſuppoſe to be conferred 1n baptiſm ? We have 
no ſuch ridiculous and abſurd notions in ſcripture ; and, 
* as Mr, Mole ſays, if they are not there, what have we 


10 do with them? Or how can they be ſaid to belong 


* ts Chriſtianity ® And as this Infidel's objection, de- 
ſigned by him to expoſe Chriſtianity, is entirely founded 
upon thoſe opinions and practices amongſt Chriſtians, 
which are no part of the chriſtian religion; ſo it muſt af- 


ford the Baptiſt churches no ſmall ſatisfaction to find, that 


they are no ways concerned in it. For, as Mr, Mole fur- 
ther obſerves; * We ſhould be apt to form an advantage- 
< ous opinion of the beauty of a perſon, when we find 
that thoſe, who have endeavoured to decry it, have done 
« it by keeping us from the ſight of the original, and pre- 
« ſenting us only with falſe copies. It may be ſome de- 
« cree of credit to the chriſtian religion to obſerve ne 
mo 
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moſt wily of its enemies oppoſe it, by falſly aſcribing 
to it, what it never taught, and feigning abſurdities, 
which are no where to be found in it. Men never more 
ſhew the weakneſs, or that themſelves feel the weakneſs 
of the cauſe, which they eſpouſe, than when they are 
reduced to the method of miſrepreſenting what they op- 
poſe. Our author has gathered a heap of abſurdities, 


as it is very eaſy to do, from ſome modern formula's of 


gious ſocieties, which are for the moſt part full of them; 


and falfly charged them upon Chriſtianity, But what- 
ever he is for looking to, I own, I am for looking to the 


law and to the teſtimony, and letting life and practice 
alone upon this occaſion; as knowing it to be a com- 
mon thing with thoſe who look to them, to take the 
* precept or practice of man for the pleaſure and ordi- 
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© nance of God himſelf in any point.” 


Sad and diſmal indeed is the defection from real Chriſ- 


tianity, and there is too much truth in this concluſion ; 


for which reaſon Mr. Mole ought to think, that /ooting te 
the law and to the teſtimony in relation to baptiſm, with- 
out a ſtrict conformity in practice, will avail nothing. 
And therefore till our Pædobaptiſt brethren ſhall think fit 


to lay aſide thoſe human appointments, and reform their 


practice; they make it abſolutely neceſſary for ſome to 
hold out a light of warning, and direction upon every | 


ſuitable occaſion, as I have now once more endeavoured 
to do, that perſons may not miſtake the precepts and 
practice of men for the pleaſure and ordinance of God 
himſelf in this point. 


As Mr. Mole's Reply to this Infidel's objetion ends 


here, I ſhall follow him no farther than juſt to tranſcribe 
ſome part of his introduction. And if the rules there 
laid down had always been carefully attended to by Chriſ- 
tians, and they had governed themſelves accordingly, we 
ſhould have been ſo far from having any controverſy 
about infant-baptiſm, that we ſhould never once have 
heard the name of it, He begins his anſwer thus: 


© It is much to be wiſhed, that, in all inquiries about 
the chriſtian religion, that only ſnould be conſidered as 


ſuch, and come into the queſtion, which lies originally 


Chriſtianity as it is there laid down, and as it has been 
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are different things, and Nery wide of one another. 


in the ſacred writings of the New Teſtament. For 
ſince eſtabliſned in the various writings and laws of men, 
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„ 
To intereſt Chriſtianity, not in what Chriſt, but in 

what men have made it, and to direct our inquiries, and 
determine our ſentiments about it from theſe later 
gloſſes, is much the ſame thing; as if we were to judge 
of the nature and meaning of he law of Moſes from the 
falſe interpretations and ſpurious additions, with which 
the Phariſees had corrupted it : which, however they 
went under the name of the 7er religion, very wide- 
ly differed from it; as what the ſyſtems and formula's of 


ee modern ere ſet forth for the chriſtian reli- 


gion, does differ from what is truly ſuch. | 
Nothing ſhews more weakneſs than to receive things 


20 different as one and the ſame, or wickedneſs than 


"knowing that difference to repreſent them as the ſame. 
For whatever is called Chriſtianity, that only is deſerv- 
cdly eſteemed ſo, which lies in the ſcriptures ; and that 
is a very vain objection againſt the true doctrine of 
Chriſt, which is drawn from it, as it lies in the moſt 
authoriſed ſyſtems and compoſitions of men. 


„And in flating the doctrine of Chriſtianity, it is 


ſcarcely conſiſtent with the juſtice that is due to it, or 
the ſincerity with which our inquiries about it ought to 
be conducted, to ſelect a few ſcattered ſentences from 
the ſcriptures, and conſider them as intire and inde- 
pendent propoſitions: ſince ſo detached they may be 
caſily made to expreſs a meaning different from the true 
one, or even quite contrary to it; which can only be 
learnt by viewing them in the connection with thoſe 
diſcourſes, from which they are taken, and confidering 
the purpoſe, to which the ſpeaker or writer applies 
them. 

Nor is it the likelieſt way to give a fair account of 
the doctrine of the ſcriptures, if leaving the places, in 
which it is moſt fully and plainly declared, we form 


a ſyſtem founded on obſcure and difficult paſſages ; 


and preſume to determine the fenſe and meaning of 
them arbitrarily and at pleaſure, without any regard to 
the view of the ſpeaker, or to the argument of his dif- 
courſe, or to any other places, wherein his meaning is 
more plainly expreſſed by himſelf, and more eaſily to be 
diſcovered by us. 

In interpreting the words, or repreſenting the ſenti- 
ments of any other writers, we never make uſe of ſuch 


methods as theſe; or think, we have any right to uſe 
them: and if we did, whatever \ we might eſteem our- 


>. + ſelves, 


BY 


ſelves, we ſhould hardly with others paſs for fair inter- 
preters. And why ſhould ſuch methods be taken, or al- 


which are eſteemed miftepreſentations in the caſe of 
all other writings, and recks ns ghly injurious to 
them ?? 
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. 
Remarks on Dr. Doddridge's Letters, 


T COM F now to examine Dr. Dodd: idors Ani er to 


the ſame objection, and ſhall alſo therein apply many 


pailazes of his letters to the ſubject in debate. He begins 


after this manner: 
9 © There yet remains to be conſidered the argument 


© you draw from infant- baptiſm, which you apprehend 
© would be very abſurd, if it were not ſuppoſed to be at- 
© tended with ſuch a communication of the ſpirit, as that 


© which is now in debate between us, which he thus ex- 


preſſes as the ſenſe of his author. And finally, that if 


© faith were built upon any other foundation, it would 


vine inſtitution, would on any other ſcheme be unjuſtifi- 


as I can find) the grand foundations, on which you build 
the doctrine I am now oppoling.” 

But whether upon the doctor's own, and the common 
principles of his party, at whoſe requeſt this third letter 
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was written, there be not too much ground given for the 


enemies of revelation to make ſuch ſuppoſitions, and pro- 
pound ſuch queſtions, it behoves them all ſeriouſly to con- 


ſider; tho', even without thoſe ſuppoſitions, T have clear 


ly enough ſhewn, that infant-baptiſm, as their ſprinkling 
is falſly called, is a very abſurd thing: and moreover, it 
is it ſeems the grand foundation which gives Infidels a 
handle to ſcoff and deride it, and to caſt the greateſt re- 


proach and contempt upon the chriſtian name, And of 


this, by the following words, the doctor himſelf appear; 
to be ſufficiently ſenſible, „Can a man, ſay you, be 
H 2 „ baptized 


9 Third Letter, p. 54. t Thid. p. 30. 


lowed, in repreſenting the ſenſe of the ſacred writings; 


be utterly abſurd to pray for its increaſe ; (page 10) and 
that infant-baptiſm, here taken for granted to be a di- 


able and unintelligible. (page 69) Theſe, Sir, are (fo far 
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&« baptizcd into a rational religion ?” (by which I ſuppoſe 
© you mean, can that religion be rational, of which in- 
< fant-baptiſm is a part?”) This thought, and the very 
words alſo, the doctor ſeems to have taken from the 
ingenious Oxford Reply; and they as plainly ſhew, that 
in the doctor's apprehenſion, Infidels may take occaſion | 
from thence, to repreſent Chriſtianity, as a childiſh irra- 
tional thing, which is indeed what the author * © endeav- 
ours to evince, by looking a little into life and practice 
upon the occaſion, by tracing this faith to its known 
< original, and pointing directly to'the great root whence," 
be ſays, all our religious impreſſions notoriouſly ſpring.” 
And 3 © will help us to a juſt and uniform account of its 
whole nature, whilſt it points readily back to its ſource 
of baptiſm.” And hence, in agreement with his title, 
he ſeems 4 © fully perſuaded, that the judging at all of re- 
< ligious matters is not the proper province of reaſon, or 
indeed an affair where ſhe has any concern. ..... Your 
boaſted rational faith, ſays he, is what I would fain 
ſhew you to be a falſe, unwarranted notion of your own, 
and without the leaſt ground to ſupport it, either in na- 
ture or revelation. I mean, that your aſſent to revealed 
truths ſhould be founded upon the conviction of your 
underſtanding.“ And therefore he adds, 5 © It is impoſ- 
ible, ſurely, when we conſider to whom we mult aſ- 
cribe them, that any ſuch abſurd ſchemes can any long- 
er be ſuppoſed, that we can ever imagine, that the great 
author and finiſher of our faith ſhould have contrived 
us an irrational one, to be afterwards ſuperſeded, or 
even confirmed by a rational one.“ | 
The reaſoning of this writer in theſe paſſages is agree- 
able to what Dr. Doddridgæ ſays, as follows, 6 For the il- 
luſtration of this, you muſt give me leave to remind 
you, that both the moſaic and chriſtian diſpenſations 
have been much miſrepreſented, in conſequence of 
mens taking their notions of them, rather from the 
conduct of their profeſlors, than from the inſtitutes of 
their reſpective founders.“ And according to our Lord's 
own metaphors, Mat. vii. 16—20, Ds men gather grapes 
of tborns, or figs of thiſtles? How can we expect it ſhould 
be otherwiſe ? But is it not greatly to be lamented, that 
the beſt, moſt holy, moſt excellent, and moſt perfect re- 


ligion, 
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2 Chriflianity not founded, Qc. 1 Ibid. p. 10. Ep; 
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ligion, which ever appeared in the world; a religion in 
itſelf every way worthy of God, and fit for men, every 

way ſalutary and beneficial to the virtuous and good, ſhould, 

by the unwarrantable additions, alterations, and unſcrip- 


tural practices of its profeſſors, and in ſome meaſure to 
their own ſhame and confuſton, be thus expoſed to the 


_ contempt, and deriſion of its avowed enemies, in theſe 
words ? e 2 


c 
cc 
ec 


By the baptiſmal ceremony they commence true be- 
Cc 


“ know, by the faith of their bondſmen.” (page 9.) 
© And to the ſame purpoſe, in your 6gth page, The 
c merits of the moſt finiſhed conviction are already 
„ theirs by imputation, &c,” e . 


This is all that the doctor quotes from this writer's ob- 


jection on the head of baptiſm, but if my readers turn 
back to page 14. they will there ſee it more at large: tho 


to this the doctor replies, very honeſtly indeed, but in ſuch 


a manner, as if he was conſcious, that his own practice of 


infant- ſprinkling was alſo indefenſible. For he ſays, No W 


here, Sir, I am obliged to ſay, that if there be an 


{ſuch inferences and ſuch a manner of ſpeaking, I am 
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ſcripture teaches nothing of this kind ;* Ine, nor yet the 
doctor s own method and mags for infant-baptiſm, any 
more than thoſe of our eſtabli | 

land, or the church of Rome.] And, as he very juſtly ob- 
ſerves, * it is by that, [viz. the ſcripture] and not by the 
* rubrick {or cu/toms] of any particular church, whether 
Popiſh or Proteſtant, that the merits of this cauſe are 
to be tried... Nor, as he elſewhere aſſerts, * is this po- 
ſition only inconſiſtent with the pertinency of any rea- 
ſoning whatſoever, but particularly inconſiſtent with 
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when its rational proofs are [attacked or] given up. 
But the doctor proceeds thus, I cannot ſee, how any 
ſponſor, whether he be, or be not a parent, can pre- 
tend to anſwer for a child, that he ſhall believe, or obe 
the goſpel: Nor does the bringing children to baptiſm, 


A 


a © 


7 Third Letter, p.;5 © Firſt Letter, p. 10. 


7 Where is reaſon concerned, when babes accept the 
terms of ſalvation by deputy, and are intitled to all the 
privileges of the moſt extenſive faith by another's act? 


lievers at once, and are made heirs of heaven, you 


form of baptiſm in the chriſtian world, which juſtifies | 


extremely ſorry for it. But J am very confident, the 


ſhed church, the kirk of Scot- 


that footing on which you profeſs to place Chriſtianity, 
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( 54 ) 
by any means imply it.” Surely the doctor had forgot- 
ten, the rubric of our eſtabliſhed church, which poſitively 
afterts it, as much as he had forgotten himſelf immediate - 
ly after, when he tells us; they are thereby liſted under the 
banners of Chrift, fo far as they could be lifted by the att of 
another; ſo that they muſt either oy or, in effect at 
leaſt, renounce what was then done. But certainly the doc- 
tor mult know, there are great numbers of ſober perſons, 


who neither confirm nor renounce what was then done; who 


can never be prevailed upon to join in communion with 
any Chriſtian ſociety, nor yet openly, and profeſſedly re- 
nounce and deny Chriſtianity, And many others there 

are, who never think, nor concern themſelves at all 
about the matter. He himſelf tells us of 7riflers in reli- 
gion, ſuch as are in doubt; but not ſolicitous to bring their 
dowbis to an iſſue. Does the doctor mean any or all of 
theſe, when he ſpeaks of ſome, who, in effef?, renounce 
what was done? Surely he ſhould have aſcertained his 
meaning a little more clearly, that we might not miſtake 
him. And does the doctor think, that tho? he gives up 
the unſcriptural ceremonies practiſed by our eſtabliſhed 
church, and the kirk of Scotland, that he can maintain 
his own ? This he will find impoſſible. Beſides, his own 
conceſſions are ſo many and ſo ſtrong, that he cannot 
evade them. 9 He hath © now riſen [up t] plead the in- 
« jured cauſe of God and virtue, againſt. all the wretched 
© train of ſophiſtry ;* [which this infidel writer hath laid 
together] and I will venture to ſay, that the arguments 
and the diſtinctions, by which he confutes [n] ſhall 


be [His] own anſwer,' for which reaſon I ſhall beſtow 


very little elſe upon him. He beſpeaks his infidel thus: 
As you take it for granted in the whole of your letter, 


© that infant-baptiſm is a chriſtian ordinance, you will al- 
© ſo allow me to mention it as a common principle, tho 


© little of my argument will depend upon its being ſo.” 

Here the doctor is very willing to agree with the Infidel, 
in taking that for granted, which ought firſt to be proved, 
but there is a vaſt difference between them; for the Inhdel 
may be thought exculable enough in doing lo, becauſe, as 
he does not believe the ſcriptures to be of divine authori- 
ty, he cannot be under fo great obligation to examine 
them upon that point, as the doctor is, Moreover, as he 
forms his judgment of Chriſtianity, and likewiſe of the 


Poſitive 


9 Second Letter, p. 56. Firſt Letter, p. 13. 
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pol: tive duties therein required, from what he obſerves to 
be the belief and practice of Chriſtians in general; how 
ſhould he be ſuppoſed to think any otherwiſe about it ? 
On the contrary, the doctor acknowledges, * © That his 
buſineſs is with the law, and with the teſtimony, by which 
only the merits of this cauſe are to be tried, and therefore 
it is abſolutely inexcuſable in him to practiſe it, and yet 
evade the proof of it, as he does, by ſaying, What reaſon 
we have to conclude infant- baptiſm a rite of divine 
© inſtitution, I ſhall not now enquire. It is enough it 
I ſhew, that admitting it to be fo, (which! really think 


© it is very reaſonable that we ſhould admit) it by no 


means implies this abſurd conſequence.” 
But to uſe the doctor's own words immediately before, 
I am very confident, the ſcripture teaches nothing of this kind; 
and it is by that, and not by the rubric of any particular 
church, whether Popiſb or Proteſtant, that the merits of this 


cauſe are to be tried, and therefore if we do admit it without 


any proof from thence, notwithſtanding adult-baptiſin 


alone is ſo very plainly and clearly taught there ; ; ſo theſe 
very abſurd, and moſt pernicious conſequences muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ariſe from it, namely, that the laws of Chriſt in 


this inſtitution are not much to be regarded; that the 


wiſeſt and beſt diſpenſation, which was ever given to men 
by the greateſt law-giver, that ever appeared, and was ſent 
from God, is ſo very defective, that the imperfections 
thereof are forced to be ſupplied, according as the various 
fancies of men ſhall dictate, or ſuggeſt : notwithſtanding 
one of the moſt eminent ambaſſadors of Chri/? could, in 


a ſolemn manner, appeal to God, that he had not ſbun- 


ned to declare unto his church all the counſel of God ; 
and kept back nothing that was profitable unto them. Ars 


XX, 20—27; and hath warned us, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 


not to admit any other goſpel than that which he had preach - 
ed, even tho" it ſhould be brought by himſelf, or by an 


angel from heaven, upon pain of the ſevereſt anathema, 


Galat. i. 6—9. 


It may indeed be very reaſonable for the doctor, with 


all ſuch as practiſe it, to admit it, becauſe otherwiſe their 
own conſciences muſt condemn them, as much as their 
own words, and conceſſions do: but what is this to them, 


who abſolutely deny, there is any reaſon to conclude, 


that infant-baptiſm is a rite of divine inſtitution; on the 
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the world to conclude, it is not? And what will the doct- 


or's admitting it in this manner, ſignify to an Infidel, who 


mult thereby ſee it is a mere begging the queſtion; and 
only taking that for granted, which ought firſt to be 
clearly proved from that very rule, by which Chriſtians 
pretend to walk, and to be guided in all matters of reli- 
gion. This the doctor never attempts, for in all his let- 
ters, where he occaſionally mentions it, he takes it for 
granted, as I have already ſhewn in ſome, and might add 
more inſtances. The doctor imagines indeed, that © other ends 
© might be anſwered by it, valuable enough to juſtify the wiſdom 


© of the ordinance 3” but let it be conſidered, as the chriſtian 


rule aſſures us, 1 Cor. i. ii. iii. That God vill deſtroy the wiſdom 


/ the wiſe, and will bring to nothing the underſtanding of 


the prudent, Where is the wiſe © where is the ſcribe ? where 
1s the diſputer of this world? hath not God made fooliſh 


the wiſdom of this world ? Becauſe the fooliſhneſs of God is 


wiſer than men; and the weakneſs 4 God is ftronger than 
men. For ye ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many 
wife men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble are 
called. But God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the world 
to confound the wiſe ; and God hath choſen the weak things 
of the world, to confound the mighty ; and the baſe things of 
the world, and things which are deſpiſed, hath God choſen, 


yea, and things which are not [eſteemed] to bring to nought 


things that are; that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence. 
That your faith fhould not ſtand in the wiſdom of men, but 
in the power of God. Not the wiſdom of this world, nor of the 
princes of this world, that come to nought. Which things 
alſo we ſpeak, not in the words which man's wiſdom teach- 
eth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teachetb ; comparing ſpiritual 
things with ſpiritual. Whereby St. Paul according to the 


grace of God given unto him, as a wiſe maſter builder, laid 
the foundation, and another buildeth thereon, But let every 


man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other founda- 
tion can no man lay, than that is laid, which is Feſus 
Chriſt. Now if any man build upon this foundation, gold, 
ſilver, precious flones, wood, hay, ſtubble © every mans work 


ſhall be made manifeſt, for the day ſhall declare it, becauſe it 
all be revealed by fire; and the fire ſhall try every man's 
work, of what Pol it is, If any man's work abide, which 


he hath built thereupon, he ſhall receive a reward. If any 


man's work ſhail be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs : but he him- 


ſelf ſhall be ſaved; yet ſo, as by fire. Let no man deceive 
himſelf: If any man among you ſeemeth to be wiſe in this 


world, 
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<vorld, let him become a fool, that he may be wiſe, For the 
wiſdom of this world ts ; fooliſhneſs with God for it is writ- 
ten, he taketh the wiſe in their own craftineſs. And again, 


the Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wiſe, that they are 
vain. Therefore let no man glory in men. 1 Cor. i. 19. to 


Ch. ili. 21. [ſhall leave the application of theſe ſcriptures 


to thi doctor, becauſe, with a long train of mays and 
may be's, he ſays, other ends might be anſwered by it, 


valuable enough to juſtify the wiſdom of the ordinance : 
ſire that their children may partake of its benefits, and 


our bleſſed maſter, and their reſignation of them to the 


ly to remove them: This alſo may remain, throughou 
all generations, as a memorial of the tenderneſs which 
our Lord ſhewed to little children, and of the perpetuity 
of that covenant, the efficacy of which reaches from 
one generation to another: and to add no more, it may 
lay a foundation for affectionate addreſſes to the children 


Chriſt, ſo far as they could be liſted by the act of another ; 
ſo that they mutt either confirm, or, in effect at leaſt 
renounce what was then done.“ | 

But how ſhould they renounce that, in which they ne- 
ver engaged themſelves? As they never conſented to the 
act, can they be at all bound by it? Beſides, the practice 
of theſe things, which are no where appointed, or required 
in the word of God, but are only the fancies and con- 


trivances of men, mere human traditions, are attended 


with this ill effect, that the commandments of God are 


thereby made void, Matt. xv. 2—9. Mark vii. 2-9. By 
theſe thouſands of ſincere Chriſtians are kept from ſub- 
mitting to Chriſt's own inſtitution of baptiſm, to which 
they would otherwiſe have yielded themſelves, in the up- 


rightneſs of their hearts; if their minds had not been 
foreſtalled with this error, their judgments miſled, and 
their obedience hereby prevented, This is the great, I 
muſt not ſay valuable, end, which is anſwered by in- 
fant-baptiſm ; and in this they, who practiſe it, have no 
juſt cauſe to glory, as this wily Infidel has now ſhewn 
them. And therefore, without entering into a more par- 


ticular diſcuſſion of the doctor's valuable ends, I muſt' in 


bis own words up another point, © take leave to premiſe 


one 


As for inſtance, hereby parents may give a public token 
of their faith in Chriſtianity, and their conſequent de- 


anſwer its demands: hereby they may ſolemply declare 
their reſolution to train them up in the inſtitutions of 


difpoſal of divine providence, if God ſhould ſce fit ear- 


afterwards, as being already liſted under the banners of 
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of them, 


E 
one preliminary; which is, that the queſtion we are 
3, debating, is not by any means to be decided by human 
authority. I am very ſenſible, Sir, /ays the doctor, that 
ſome eminent divines of the Roman communion, and 
the eſtabliſhed church at home, as well as among our 
No::-onformiſts, have, in the zeal and humility of 
their hearts, expreſſed themſelves in a manner which 
cannot be defended, and thereby have given too plauſi- 
ble an occaſion for [this Infidel's] dangerous and fatal 
miſre oper gen ++.» e my buſineſs is with the 
law, and with the teſtimony ; and where theſe holy 
and excellent men have not ſpoken according to that 
rule, I cannot believe that celeſtial light to have been 
in them, or ſuppoſe their minds under the guidance of 
that ſpirit, whom, tho' by ill-judged methods, it was 
undoubtedly their ſincere and affectionate deſire to glo- 
rity. Taking the matter therefore, as the ſcripture 
repreſents it, it will be very eaſy to ſhew,' that there is 


not the leaſt foundation there for the practice of infant- 
baptiſm, to which this paſſage of the doctor's may be 


jultly applied; the truth of which is, I think, evident 
enough from his anſwering this writer in the manner he 
has done. For he hath no where qucted a ſingle text of 
ſcripture for it, but whereſoever he mentions it, or in 
the leaſt glances at it, he always, with the infidel whom 
he oppoſes, takes it for granted, as a common principle, a 
thing gencral acknowledged ; which, as] before obſerved, is 
a mere begging the queſtion, He muſt know, it hath 
always been oppoſed by thoſe of our perſuaſion, as a 
practice concerning which the ſcripture is totally ſilent, 
and therefore, this his neglect, if he knows there is ſcrip— 
ture for it; or elſe his practice, if he knows there is not, 
muſt be abſolutely inexcuſable. And, 
As to the many writings, which have been publiſhed i in 
behalf of this unſcriptural practice, I may very juſtly ſay 
/ as the doctor does of thoſe for infidelity. 
© Sad indeed is the drudgery our brethren muſt go thro' 
in reading ſuch authors, . . but the confirmation which 
their faith may receive, by the very efforts made to 
overthrow it, our practice, and to eſtabliſh their own] will, 
L hope, in many inſtances, be a ſufficient reward. And 
as theſe pieces, eſpecially in the hand of ſecond rate 
writers, Contain little more than a confident and un- 
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3 Third Letter, p. 9, 10. 4 Firſt Letter, p. 46, 47. 
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wearied repetition of the ſame objections, [and argu- 
ments, | which have been anſwered perhaps many ſcores 


and hundreds of times, without taking any notice of 
thoſe replies; (which, whether it be owing to the 


learning, or modeſty of the authors, IT will not under- 
take to ſay z) one who is acquainted with theſe contro- 


verſies will be able to diſpatch large volumes in a little 
time, and will fee that many of them need no new 
anſwers, All which will be circumſtances of ſome 
conſolation under ſo tedious a taſk,* And as he ſays 


elſewhere, 5 © Anſwers will be ſuggeſted, with thoſe 
objections ; and he will ſoon be weary of hearing ſuch. 


poor unſatisfactory things, as moſt of the cavils of In- 


fidels [or Padobaptiſts] are. And here again, the good ha- 
bits, and diſpoſitions formed in his mind, will be of 
great ſervice, He will perceive, that Chriſtianity [with 
adult- baptiſim] wears fo favourable an aſpect, and opens 


upon him ſo fine a proſpect, that he will not hunt after 


objections againſt it; as a man is not ftudious to find a 


flaw in writings, by which he ſtands intitled to the re- 


verſion of ſome noble eſtate : and when they accident- 


ally ſtart up in his way, he will ſoon ſee, that many of 


them are grounded on notorious falſhood, and are in 


themſelves deſpicably mean; eſpecially when ſet againſt 
the great arguments for it, of which he is already poſ- 
ſelled.? | | . 

But to return to the doctor's anſwer, all theſe valuable 
purpoſes, and many more, ſays he, may be anſwered 
by infant- baptiſm.“ And becauſe the doctor is a little 


ſparing here, I will take the liberty to enumerate them in 


K 
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his own words elſewhere. 6 Nevertheleſs, for the far- 


ther illuſtration of the ſubject, I ſhall freely tell you, 


how J apprehend the caſe to ſtand, with regard to the 


generality of the common people, who are in good ear- 
neſt in the profeſſion of religion ; readily acknowledg- 
ing, tho' with great grief, that there are thouſands and 
ten thouſands, who wear the name of Chriſtians as by 
meer accident, without at all conſidering its meaning, 
reaſon, or obligation; a caſe very conſiſtent with the 
poſſibility of their being better informed, and rationally 


convinced. ,.. . .7 That this is the caſe of ſo many, 
I very readily acknowledge, that, thro' a negligence, 


for which 1 fear a multitude of parents and miniſters 
12 have 


5 Thid. p. 21, 22. 5 Firkt Letter, p. 12. 7 Ibid. p. 23. 
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have a terrible account to render before . By 


far the greater part of profefling Chriſtians have p roba- 


bly no better reaſon to give for their religion, than that 
they were early baptized [he ſhould have ſaid rantized} 

Lito it, and have been trained up in ſome of its exter- 
nal forms. Far from being inſtructed in its evidences, 
they are hardly taught its doctrines, or its precepts ; or 


ſuperficially learn them from thoſe, who do not them- 


ſelves ſeem to be in good earneſt concerned about the one 
or the other, The fatal conſequence is too plain. The 
corruptions of nature, abetted by the force of evil ex- 
amples, prevail againſt them; and they are early plung- 
ed into ſuch licentious practices, that if they ever reflect 
on the molt evident and expreſs declarations of the word 
of God, they muſt immediately ſce, that me are con- 
demned by it. 

Nov there is no reaſon to wonder, if many of this 
ſort of Chriſtians are eaſy proſelytes to inhdelity. It 

is no ſurpriſing thing, if a bold jeſt thrown upon ſcrip- 
ture, or a confident ſenſeleſs allertion of its falſhood, 

(perhaps from a perſon, on whoſe word hardly any thing 
elſe would be believed,) have with them all the weight 
of a demonſtration. They will be little concerned to 
afk information, or conſider how objections may be 
anſwered. Thoſe magical words, prieſtcraft, and the 


prejudice of education, ſtun and terrify them. They 


fubmit as [hrs Infidel] gravely expreſſes it, (page 75.) 


*in the impotency and impuberty of a dutiful underſtand- 


85 ing, in the tractable ſimplicity of unpractiſed reaſon: 


« with the obſequious and humble acquieſcence of a babe, 
they lit dowa to learn their leſſon' too ; © and their un- 
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belief, after they have attained the ſtature of men, 
Is juſt as blind and implicit, as the faith of their child- 
hood was. 

This, Sir, is undoubtedly the caſe with many : and you 
cannot but have obſerved, what large companies in the 
free-thinking army are raiſed and enliſted from a- 
mong theſe vagabonds. But the generality of men among 
us, as in every nation, go on thoughtleſsly in the re- 
ligion in which they were educated: hearing the truth 
of it often aſſerted, and perhaps never hearing it con- 
tradicted, they entertain no doubts on the ſubject, but 
grow old in a mere ſpeculative and ineffectual aſſent to 
Chriſtianity, And if their heart at any time ſmite 
them, with the contrariety of their temper and con- 


l duct 


— 3 


S I. OS 


( 61) 


© duct to the rules which they acknowledge to be divine. 
they ſcek their ſheiter in the hope of making their Peace 
with God, (as they commonly express it,) betore they 
go out of the world; and perhaps abuſe foine of the 
nobleſt diſcoveries which the goſpel makes, as an en- 
courazement to continue in thoſe ſins and 3 51 trom 
which it was expreſsly deſigned to reclaim them.” 


'T he dector bath here given us a diſmal], melanchoiy 


train of evils indeed, and they are ſuch by oe limitation of 
them, as we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, would not have fo 
frequently exiſted, had it not been for infant-baptiſm ; 
becauſe according to him, they ariſe from amongſt thoſe 
infants, to whom that is ſuppoſed to be adminiſtered ; and 
the numbers of them it ſeems are ſo very great, that far 
the greater part of profeſſms Chriſtians have probably no bet - 
ter reaſon to give for their religion, than that they were car- 
ly baptized, or rather rantized into it, And ſuch as theſe 


are they, who are eaſily led into infidelity ; and whoſe un 
belief, he ſays, after they have attained the ſtature of men, 
ts juſt as blind and implicit, as the faith of their childhood 


was. And therefore, if there was a poflib! llity of giving 
them faith, and making them Chriſtians in that way, it 
would have been much better for ſuch unhappy creatures 
to have had nothing at all done to thera, becauſe, as the 
apoſtle aſſures us, it had been better for them nit to have 

known the way of righteouſneſs, than after they have known 


it, to turn from the Hol commandment delivered unto them. 


2 Pet. ii. 21, compared with Heb. vi. 4. and ch. x. 26—31. 


Beſides it would be wiſeſt, and ſafeſt, and belt for their 


parents and miniſters themſelves, not only becauſe God 
hath no where required it, and conſequently no law of his 
can be broken; but alſo becauſe they would not be in 
quite ſo much danger of having a terrible account 19 render 


before God tor this, as the doctor tears they w:ll for their 


education. 
But to proceed: the doctor in many parts of thoſe an- 


ſwers, as veil as in the following words, ſcems not only 
to contradict himſelf, but the common principles of his 
party alſo; and has given us a moſt ſubſtantial reaſon, 


why neither baptiſm, nor any thing elſe inſtead of it, 
ſhould cver be adminiſtered to infants, becauſe he lays, 

It will by no means follow from bene, that this rite 
c affects the eternal ſtate of the child; or that, if it did 


affect it, there mult be ſuch an extraordinary COmmuni- 


«© cation of the ſpirit to it, as you ſuppoſe. You allow, 
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in expreſs terms, that there is no act of the child at all; 
and that it believes nothing. How this conſiſts with its 
having a perfect faith wrought in its mind at once, is not 
poſhble for me to conceive.” The purport of this third 
letter, and the manner, in which thoſe ſentences are intro- 
duced, ſeems to evince, that the doctor allows the negatives; 
and therefore I ſhall be glad to know for what ends, and 
upon what grounds, he would pretend to baptize a child, 
It cannot be to confer grace, or thereby to infuſe that pure- 
neſs and perfection, with which the kirk of Seotland ima- 
gines a child is clad in baptiſm, for this ſudden and irreſiſt- 
able agency of the ſpirit, 5 * by which the moſt finiſhed 
- conviction becomes theirs ;* as © by the baptiſmal cere- 
mony they commence true believers at once, and are 
made heirs of heaven, and millions actually ſaved upon 
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infidel writer ſays about the ſpirit's agency, the doctor 
warmly oppoſes, and calls 9 © a ſcheme /o apparently con- 
« trary to fact; and in theory ſo wild [as ns man can eaſily] 
believe, it could be ſeriouſly propoſed by any man, who 
enjoyed the uſe of his reaſon : or that Hi author] meant 


© any thing by it, unleſs it were to expoſe Chriſtianity.” 


And he confidently aſſerts, that zhe ſcripture teaches 
nothing of this kind; and is extremely ſorry that any form 


of baptiſm in the chriſtian world, juſtifies ſuch inferences, 


and ſuch a manner of ſpeaking. It cannot be, becauſe the 


child is a believer, and federally holy, as it derives faith 
from its parents; becauſe, as he pleads and urgeth the In- 
fidel's own words, he ſeems alfo with him to allow, that it 
believes nothing; or if he thinks it does, I am ſure he can 
give no proof of it. It cannot be to deliver the infant 
from eternal damnation, becauſe he ſays, This rite will h 


no means affett the eternal ſlate of the child. But he muſt. 


know, that theſe have been ſome of the common pre- 
tences of his party, who have often aſſerted, that znfants 
dying unbaptized are damned, that there are ſuch in hell a 
ſpan long: and that God cuts them off, as men deſtroy young 
faxes ; becauſe from their ravenous nature, they are aſſured 


that they will become hurtful, if ſuffered to grow up. Such 


horrid things as theſe have been urged by ſome, and 


have appeared in print formerly; but I believe the mini- 
{ters of his denomination, as well as others, are grown more 
moderate 


3 Chriſtianity not founded, &c. p. 9. and 6g. 9 Second Let- 
ter, P+ 49. | 


the ſtrength of the mere ceremony ;* and what elſe this 
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moderate now : tho' time was, when they would not rantizc 


2 child, whoſe father or mother, or both, were not in 


their communion ; becauſe in ſuch a cafe they thought the 
infant could not have faith, But I know a certain mini- 


ſter of theirs, who hath boaſted that he was very charitable 
towards little infaats, becauſe he would not refuſe to bap- 
tize a child ; if there was in it but the faith of the great 
grandfather, or if the great grandfather of it was but a 
believer, as he choſe to expreſs himſelf to two miniſters 


of our perſuaſion, who have diverted themſelves enough 


with the folly of it. How all theſe things are conſiſtent 


with a child's being regenerated, and clad with pureneſs 


and perfection in baptiſm, and having a perſett faith 


wrought in its mind at once; or what proof can be given, 
that there is the leaſt truth in any of theſe wild fancies, is 


beyond my ability to conceive ; and I think the doctor had 


too much reaſon to add, * ] mut therefore conclude, that 


& 
& 
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„ 
* who vields to this part of your argument, will conclude, 
© that it cannot be defended at all.” 


Such expreſſions as theſe, as well as the following paſ- 


ſage, might have been becomingly applied and made uſe 
of by one of our perſuaſion; but neither this, nor the 


following paſſage can appear with a very good grace from 
the doctor, or any of his party, where he ſays, © There 


are many other particulars in your letter, about which 


I ſhall have no controverſy with you at all, but ſhall 
willingly leave thoſe deities to plead, whoſe altars you 
have caſt down, The imputation of the faith of ſureties 
to the baptized infant; the neceſſary connection between 


of ſome extraordinary influences of the ſpirit: to which 
{ may juſtly add the whole of that unſcriptural practice] 


I am particularly pleaſed with the ſerious air with which 
the raillery on theſe heads is carried, even to the defence 
of fire and faggot in the cauſe of religion; from which I 


preſume, Sir, you apprehend yourlelf to be in no dan- 
ger. But to return: 


On the other hand, ſays the doctor, It ſeems ſuffici- 


* 


ent for me here to have ſhewn, that your notion is not 
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Second Letter, p. 51- 


you meant nothing more than to expoſe this practice, as 
you elſewhere expoſe perſecution, by intimating that it 
cannot be defended, unleſs your doctrine were to be 
granted ; whence you are ſure, every thinking man, 


the adminiſtration of that rite, and the communication 


. . . 1 confeſs you have rallied with a juſt ſeverity. And 
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connected with briſtianity, even allowing infant - bap- 
© tiſm to be a part of it.“ And on this hand, it ſeems ſuf- 
ficient for me to have ſhewn, as, I think, I have clearly 


enough done in my ſupplement, to which I refer my 


readers; where they will find from a view of all the paſ- 
ſages of ſcripture, which relate to Chriſt's own inftitution, 
that infant-baptiſm is a mere human invention, no wa 
connected with Chriſtianity ; and that none, who ſtrictly 
adhere to (cripture, as the rule of truth, can ever allow 
it to be a part of it. And I join moſt heartily with the 
doctor in that fervent wiſh, with which he concluges his 
antwer to this objection ; May the time at length come, 
* when a zeal for the honour of the rofpel hall more ef— 
© fectually engage all its miniſters, to adhre to the purity 
both of its doctrines and inſtitutions, and not to over- 
* Joad it with thoſe additions of their own, which turnith 
its adverfaries with matter of triumph! In the mean 
time, may thoſe adverſaries [a4 all Pedwaptiſts of 
< cvery denomination] conſider, that they are anſwerable to 
© God for the impartiality, with which they enquire in- 
* to the contents of Chriſtianity, and that they are to 
< take their notions of it from the New Teſtament alone! 
* which if you, Sir, had been pleaſed to have done, you 
* would never have mentioned this argument ; nor from 
any thing you could have met with 9 9 could you 
ever have thought of it. 

Since therefore the ſcripture is ſo great a finger to 
infant-baptiſm, that thoſe, who tate their notions of Chr 77 
tiauity from the New Teſtament alone, could never have 

thought of it, nor wiuld ever have mentioned ſuch argu- 
ments about it; why docs not Dr. Doddridge, who is fo 
mueh clicemed amongſt the independent Pædobaptiſts, 
and with whom he has ſo great an influence, in his zeal 
for the honour of the goſpel, imploy his parts and abilities, 
and exert the utmoſt of his endeavours, more effectually 
to engage all his fellow miniſters, and their reſpective con- 


F\ 


 gregations, more ſtrictly to adbere to the purity both of its 


doftrines and inſtitutions; and not to overload it with thoſe 
additions of their own, which furniſh its adverſaries with 
matter of triumph 

Having thus gone through his whole anſwer to this 
objection, I ſhall take my leave of him with recommend- 
ing a few more paſſages of his, which, if duly attended 
to, may be very uſctul to promote thoſe great and delirable 
ends, 


$ Reaſonably 


( 63) 


* © Reaſonably we may deſire, thi. God would awaken 


© 0ur minds to diligence i in ſearching after truth ; that he 


would prefent the evidence of it before us in-a clear and 
© convincing light; that he would guard our hearts from 
© thoſe c corrupt prejudices which might obſtruct its en- 
* trance into them; and that he would remind us, from 
time to time, of thoſe great religious truths which we 
do believe, with ſuch ſpirit and energy, that our tem- 
per of li ife may, in a ſuitable manner, be influenced b 
* the realizing perſuaſion. In ſuch a prayer, methinks, 


© every virtuous Deiſt mult join ; ; as] firmly believe, that 


« would men heartily join in it, and act accordingly, the 
© would ſoon ceaſe to be deilts in the negative ſenſe of the 
word. And in proportion to the degree in which we 


« ſee evident reaſon to believe the truth of Chriſtianity, 


we may reaſonably pray, that God, by the influences 
of his holy ſpirit on our minds, would give us more 


© comprehenſive views of its evidence, and would im- 


« preſs a more lively ſenſe of its great principles on our 


hearts; that our faith may not be a cold allent, but 


« powerful in the production of its genuine fruits,” 

For Ican think of nothing ſo rational: as diligently to 
examine the credentials of any thing olfered us as a 
meſtage from God, and then humbly to ſubmit to it 


£ without cavilling and diſputing, when we are ſatisfied 
© that it wears the ſtamp of his authority,” 4. We 
are therefore humbly and quietly to fit down, as it 


were, at the feet of the divine teacher; and though 
< ſeveral plauſible objections may ariſe in our minds, and 
many things taught may be inconſiſtent with our pre- 
© conceived prejudices, and with what through their in- 


c fluence we ſhould have expected, we are to ſuffer 


© thoſe prejudices to be over-ruled by fo high an authority, 


| © and to acquieſce in this, that the Lord hath faid it: 


And this is as really our duty, when he is ſpeaking to 


Aus by his Meſſengers, as it was theirs when he was ſpeak- 
ing immediately to them,” 


5 < ] am ſenſible, Sir, the grand objection againſt all 
< theſe reaſonings {in the light I have placed them] is taken, 


from the appearance of a virtuous and amiable diſpoſi- 


tion in ſome who diſbelieve the [neceſſity of obeying this 


6 inſtitution of the] goſpel, and from the poſſibility that a 
K wrong 


2 Third Letter, p. 53. 2 Ibid p. 46. Third Letter, p. 45. 
5 Second Letter, p. 42. | 
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wrong, aſſociation of ideas in others, leading them to 
conclude thoſe things to be contained in the chriſtian 
revelation, which do not indeed belong to it, may engage 
ſome to reject the whole from the apparent abſurdity 
which they {ee in tlic. ſpurious, tho' ſolemn, additions 
to it; as for inſtance, in thoſe vaſt tracts of land, in 
which tranſubſtantiation and image-worſhip [and I may 
ails add infant- ſprinkling] are repreſented, not merely 
as conhiftent with Chriſtianity, but as in a manner eſ- 
tential to it, by thoſe who are its eſtabliſhed teach ers, 
and may therefore be preſumed beſt to underſtand it.“ 
? © But this 1gnv;ance of the particular manner [{-w_ 
and 19 whom baptiſm :s to be applied] does not, as one 
WO: imagine ſome apprehended, leave men at liberty 


to ajtert, at random, whatever they pleaſe about it. 


We may re aſonably conclude, that it is not the ſtated 
office of the divine ſpirit to reveal new doctrines, which 
the {cripture docs not teach; for if it were, God would 
undoubted] „as when he formerly added to prior reve- 
Jations given to his church, furniſh the perſons to whom 
ſuch diſcoveries were made, with proper credentials to 
authoriſe their report: and if this cannot be proved, 
it ought not to by artet. Nor can we imagine it his 
office, to reveal, by an immediate ſuggeſtion, the doc- 
trines already delle in ſcripture, to thoſe who may 
nave daily opportunities of learning them from thence.” 
* Nay, I apprehend, it muſt follow from theſe princi- 
ples, that the very ſuppolition of a revelation in gene- 
ral implies, on the one hand, ſuſſiciency of evidence to 
every candid enquirer z and on the other, certain di- 
vine dliipicaſure againſt the rejecters of it.“ Ec. * And 
[{hereſor J! ſnall remit you to a repeated peruſal of that 
ſolid and ufciu] [&, The Holy Bible] with only this one 
further queſtion ; 3. Whether you do not think there is 
ſuch a thing in the human heart, as the counter-part of 
the character you deride, an impious propenſity to the 
negative, a foliciting the diſſent of our own minds, 
and an endeavouring to promote our own unbelict ?”* 
It you think, the will has no remote influence upon the 
underſtanding as to its enquiry into truth, and that cor- 
rupt affections never lead a man into error, from which 
(had his heart been more upright,) he might eaſily have 


L been 


6 Third Letter, p.. 20. 
Letter, p. 59. 


7 Second Letter, p. 36. 8 Third 
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* heen preſerved, you contradict not only yourſelf, but 
the common ſenſe and experience of mankind ; and 
introduce an unyverfal fatality, that worſt of monſters, 
which will ſwallow up virtue and icligion together, and 


„ 


vice, which will owe its che: ap victory to the air of ir- 
« refiltibility, with which it makes its appearance,” 


&E-CT. YE 


Remarks on Dr. Leland's Letters. 


HO I had intirely finiſhed my defign in theſe re- 


marks ſometime, before I had the pleaſure of read- 
ing Dr. Lelaud's two letters, in anſwer to Chriſtianity not 
founded on Argument; yet I thought myſelf obliged to join 


him with his brethren, that I might make good my title 


of Remarks en the ſeveral Anſwers, fc, becauſe thoſe words 
may be thought to include the doctor's letters, as well as 
others. For brevity ſake, I ſhall omit many extracts, 


which might be urged with ſome force; and confine my 


ſelf chi iefly to the "reply, which he makes to his author's 
objection concerning infant-baptiſm, avoiding, as much 


as poſſible, to repeat what I have already urged in anſwer 


to Mr. Mole. 


In the ſummary account, which the doctor gives of this 
writer's pamphlet, are ts words. 9+ He repreſents a 


aſſent to revealed truths founded upon the convic- 
tion of the underitanding, as a falie :ind:onwarrantable 
notion. And therefore ſets himſelf to prove, that in 
the goſpel no appeal to the underſtanding was ever 
made or intended. He talks as if infants were capable 


reaſon; and that the infant's belief anſwers as effectual- 
ly all the demands of the golpel, as that of the firſt 
proficient, and higheſt graduate in divinity, And as he 
explains the frſt beginning of truth to be without rea- 


A mm 0-0 24.06 a: 8 


the perſeverance in the faith required in the goſpel, to 
„ be 


9 Firſt Letter, p. 9. 


leave the mind an ealy prey to every error, and to every 


rational faith, that is, as he himſelf explains it, an 


of faith, before they are capable of exerting one act of 


ſon, or any uſe ot "the underſtanding, ſo he reprefents 
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be a blind and fooliſh obſtinacy to a prefent notion, a drf- 
avawing all future uſe of reaſon for our jecurity. . . , He 
declares, that that . beſt enjoys the true and genuine 
faith, who never aſſed himſelf one ſingle queſtion about it, 
and never dralt at all in the evidence e of reaſon. . . And 
tho' he obſerves, that we are ordered to be t fang hi the 
faith in our child hoc, yet he expreſsly affirms, that faith 
and religion can never be hing that is to be taught, and 
that it muſt needs be ſomething that does not require time to 
attain,” That the chriſtian faith cannot be a rational 
thing, [becauſe] that we are ordered to be baptized into 
t. This he repreſents as the known original of faith, the 
great root whence all our religious impreſſions notoriouſly 
ſpring, and that, by the baptiſmal ceremony, men com- 
mence true believers at once: And this, even whrl/t they 
have not the leaſt ſhare or ſymptom of underſtanding. He 
ſeems to Jay great ſtreſs upon this, and returns to it in 
ſeveral parts of his pamphlet.” _ 

This, I think, is all, except one line, that the 0 0 
hath any where cited from this author's objection about 
infant-baptiſm; whether becauſe it appeared to him too 
difficult to anſwer it, and vindicate the practice therein 
expoſed, or from an unwillingneſs in expreſs terms to give 
it up and diſavow it, I ſhall not pretend to ſay. For, as to 
what he ſays about the education of children, I take that 
to be no plea at all for infant-baptiim ; fince the children 


F 


** 


of thoſe, who oppoſe that practice, may have the ſame 


advantage of a chriſtian education. Beſides which, they 
are in no danger of having their minds prejudiced againft 


the truth by ſuch human traditions, to which the others 
are expoſed, and is the true reaſon, why many ſincete per- 


ſons are kept from yielding a perſonal and voluntary obe- 
dience to Chriſt in his own appointed way. However, 


this is ſufficient to ſhew, that if the practice of our Pædo- 
baptiſt drethren be not a ſtumbling block in the way of 


Infidels; yet it certainly gives them a very great handle 
to expoſe, and is now made the occaſion of their ſneering 
at and deriding, Chriſtianity, as if infant-ſprinkling was 
really a part of it, and contained in the New "Teſtament : 


tho' as the doctor expreſſes himſelf, 


2 © Nothing can be more contrary to plain and undeni- 


able fact, more contradictory in all its parts, and more 


* evidently ſubverſive of itſelf, than the ſcheme here ad- 
5 yanced 


 Tbid, p. 28, 2 Second Letter, "7K <7% 
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will be ready to DT at the charge. For undoubtedly 
he does not intend that the world ſhould look upon it 2s 
a thing which he himſelf believes. It is the true ſerip- 


ture alone muſt anſwer for it. And therefore the more 
contradictions are proved upon this ſcheme, the better 
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to the deriſion and contempt of mankind.“ And elſe⸗ 
where, 

3 © I do not think there can be a more conglete ſcheme 
of abiurdity and enthuſiaſm, than what this Gentleman 
here puts upon us for the true ſcripture account of faith, 


Writings.” ++ But if it be made appear, that this is all 
grols miſrep? eientation; that the account he is pleaſed to 


POIs To ˙ Wo Bo = 


© abſurdities are t be charged upon the author himſelf,” 


[or upon theſe churches, whaſe corrupt practices [urn 
him with ſo juſt an occaſion for it, and they are] juſtly 
© accountable for them. And this attempt of his muſt 


only paſs for a proof of his readineſs to take any methods, 


how unfair and diſingenuous ſoever, to expoſe the reli- 
gion of Jeſus.” 


The de ctor's reply to all his objection on the head of 


baptiſm, tho not in direct and expreſs words, is yet, in 


my judgment, a clear and manifeſt giving up their prac- 
tice in this particular, as an unſcriptural thing; for he 
ſays, 

5 © The ſtrength of his argument here pet upon 
the ſneering account he gives of the nature of baptiſm. 


lacy of it, than to ſtate the caſe of baptiſm according to 
the goſpel notion of it; in which alone Chriſtianity is 
concerned, At the firſt founding of the chriſtian 
church, the firit work was to bring perſons over to the 
faith of the goſpel, by ſetting before them the evidence 
whereby it was confirmed ; and then, when they were 
once converted to the faith, they were, according to 
the divine appointment, to be baptized, which was a 


c ſolemn 


SO RT. 


3 Firſt Letter, p. 141 4 Second Letter, p 55. 5Firk 
Letter, p. 29 


vanced by this writer, J am ſenſible this Gentleniau 


tural and revealed account of the matter, and the ſcrip- 


it will awer his delign, which is to expoſe Chriſtianity 


and of the ſpirit, and of the nature of goſpel-evidence Þ 
which he undoubtedly intends for expoling the ſacred 


give us [of baptiſm! is us contrary to ſcripture, as it is to 
reaſon 2nd common tenſe. then the contradictions and 


But there needs no more To ſhow the weakneſs and fal- 
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© ſolemn taking upon them a profeſſion of the chriſtian 
© religion, and a bringing themſelves under the moſt ſa- 
« cred obligations to obey its laws. And there is nothing 
in this, but what is perfectly conſiſtent with faith's being 
founded upon good and rational evidence; nor can 10 
much as a ſhadow of an argument be brought from it 
to prove, that becauſe perſons were ordered to be bap- 
© tized after they believed, therefore they did not, or 
© could not, uſe their reaſon or intellectual faculty to lead 
£ them into that belief.? 

All this is every way agrecable to the practice of the 
Bapt iſt churches at this day, but is not conſiſtent with Pæ- 


dobaptiſm. For this true /ating the caſe of baptiſm ac- 
cording to the goſpel notion of it, in which alone the doctor 


affirms Chriſtianity is concerned, is an abſolute excluſion 
of every other way of proceeding in relation to that or- 
dinance, as no part of Chriſtianity : ſo that infant-ſprin- 
kling, by the doctor's confeſſion, muſt be an unchriftian 
practice, becauſe according to what he here gives us as 


the goſpel notion of baptiſm, there cannot ſo much as a 


adow of an argument be brought frome thence to prove it. 
And therefore IJ heartily wiſh, that our eſtabliſhed church, 
and that of Scotland, may be herein reformed ; and ſet- 
tled upon this true ſcripture plan according to the divine 
appointment, and thereby become proof againſt the at- 
tacks of Infidels. 

But if the aſſertion of the kirk of Scotland, that the 


1ſe of underſtanding, and faith, is not requiſite in all thoſe 


that receive this ſacrament or if the laſt clauſe of the 
xxvii article of the church of England were true, that 
the bapiiſm of young children is in any wiſe to be retained in 


the church, as moſt agreeable with the inſtitution of Chriſt : 


ſurely the doctor might have proved it from Chriſt's inſti- 
tution, and not have been forced to make uſe only of 
mere human ſuppoſitions, inſtead of plain ſcripture, for 


the vindication of his practice, and the beſt ſupport of his 


own cauſe, as he does in what follows. Our author is 
ſenſible of this, and therefore he lays the ſtreſs of his 
argument upon the baptiſm of infants, which he re- 
preſents in his own way. Let us therefore argue with 
him upon the SUPPOSITION, that it was the will of 
God, that not only adult perſons, who themſelves em- 


— the chriſtian faith, but that their children too 
ſhould be baptized,” 


Had 


(71) 

Had this been the will of God, certainly we ſhould 
have met with it in his holy word; becauſe the apoſtles. 
did not ſhun to declare unto his church all the counſel of 
God, and kept back nothing that was profitable unto them, 
Acts xx. 20, 27. Beſides, the order of the kirk of Scot- 
land affirms, that * baptiſm, and the holy ſupper of the 

Lord Jeſus are then rightly miniſtred, , , . . when fur 
« ther to them is nothing added, from them nothing di- 

« miniſhed, and in their practice nothing' changed belides 

< the inſtitution of the Lord Jeſus, and practice of his 
© holy apoſtles. .. . . And zhat ſuch, as would preſume to 

alter Chriſt's perfect ordinance, ought ſeverely to be pu- 
 niſhed :* and the xiv article of our eſtabliſhed church 
ſays expreſsly, that Voluntary works, beſides, over and 
above God's commandments . , , cannot be taught with- 
_ © out arrogancy and implety :* both which may be under- 
ſtood, as a ſevere cenſure of the doctrine, and practice 
of infant-baptiſm, as well as of other things not com- 
manded in ſcripture. _ „ „„ 
However the doctor proceeds thus : © And I cannot ſee 
how it follows from this, that therefore faith is not a 
rational thing. For as to adult perſons, their being 
commanded to be baptized upon their believing does 
not in the leaſt prove that they did not embrace the 
_ chriſtian faith upon a rational conviction.” Had the 
churches of England and Scotland reſtrained baptiſm to 
adult perſons only, their miniſters would never have been 
thus preſled by ſuch objections; nor could infidels ever 
have ſuggeſted, as this writer has done, that their mem- 
bers did not embrace the chriſtian faith upon a rational con- 
wvittion : becauſe therr being commanded to be baptized upon 
their believing neceſlarily implies a rational conviction; 
which the doctor is here compelled to own, that infants 
| have not, when he adds. And as to infants, they have 
» no faith at all; nor does their being baptized ſuppoſe 
they have any. All that it ſuppoſes, is not that they do 
themſelves believe, but that they are the children of 
believers; and are by that ſacred rite entered into the 
viſible ſociety of Chriſtians, ſolemnly dedicated to God, 
and commended to his grace and bleſſing by ſuch as do 
themſelves believe; and who ſolemnly undertake to ſee 
that they be carefully inſtructed in the principles of the 
chriſtian faith, when they come to years capable of it, 


and that they be trained up to a holy and a virtuous. 
practice,” . 
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But muſt we account infants members of Chriſt's vi- 
ible church, before they are believers ? Of what uſe or 
credit can they, as ſuch, be to any church? And from 
what authority could the doctor imbibe theſe ſeriptureleſs 
notions, but from the kits of Scotland, and the Englijh di- 
rectory ? The kik, in her form of baptiſm, ſays, Neither 
< is it requiſite, that all thoſe that receive this ſacrament, 
© have the uſe of underſtanding and faith;' and the di- 


rectory ſays, that * ſuch children by baptiſm are ſolemn— 
3 received into the boſom of the vitible church that 


„they are Chriſtians, and federally holy before baptiſm, 
and therefore are they baptized.* See my remarks here- 


on, p. 33, 35. From theſe laſt words one would have 


imagined, that our Engliſb Preſbyterians believed, that 
infants have faith; tho? I find the doctor does not dec. 
ſtand them ſo, and yet ſeems implicitly to receive what goes 
before. But is it at all becoming a Proteſtant, or in the 
leaſt worthy of a wiſe and learned miniſter, to reſt upon 
ſuch authorities as theſe? I am ſure the authority of our 
eſtabliſhed church is equally 2s good ; and in her cate- 
chiſm baptiſm is faid to ſignify an inward and ſpiritual 
grace in the perſon baptized, together with a death unto ſin, 
and a new birth unto righteouſneſs, as the Tous of repent 
tance whereby they forjake fin; and of jth, coher oy they 


ſtedfaſtly believe the promiſes of God made to thc: in that 


ſacrament. And her xxvii article fays, * Baptiſm is not 
only a ſign of profefſion,.. ..... but it is alſo a ſign of 
« regeneration, or new birth, whereby, as by an inſtru— 
ment, they that receive baptiſm rightly are grafted into 
the church: the promiſes of the forgiveneſs of fin, 
and of our adoption to be the ſons of God by the Holy 
© Ghoſt, are vilibly figned and ſealed : faith is confirmed, 

and grace increaſed by virtue of prayer unto God, q 
And therefore the queſtions are aſked, and the anſwers 


* 


made in the infant's name. The prayers are put up for 


the infant in expreſs words, and the miniſter ſays, that 
the child is regenerate, and grafted into the body of Chriſt's 


church. 
Theſe things are abundantly more, than what the doctor 


ſays is all that the baptiſm of infants ſuppoſes; in which 


he widely differs from our eſtabliſhed church, whoſe 
ſentiments are fo entirely contrary to his aſſertion, that 


ſhe ſuppaſes infants to be regenerated, that they have faith, 


and make profeſhon of it likewiſe; tho' indeed it is made af- 


ter a very ſtrange manner, and without the leaſt evidence of 


faith. 


6 FS 1 
faith. But if the ſcriptures had been ſtrictly attended to, 


and made by them the ſole rule and ground of proceeding, 


the kirk of Scotland would never have denied the one, 
nor our eſtabliſhed church have practiſed the other. But 
to return: | 3 

The doctor proceeds thus: So among the Zews, no 
adult perſon was allowed to be circumciſed, without 
< profeſling his belief and adherence to the law of Moſes ; 


and his being circumciſed, was to be regarded as an open 


declaration of it. This was no proof at all, that he 


© did not embrace that law upon a rational conviction, but 


© rather ſuppoſed that he did ſo, But when he was him- 
© ſelf circumciſed and openly profeſſed that law, his 
children, if he had any, were to be circumciſed too ;? 
[ by the expreſs appointment of God the doctor might have ſaid : 
and as no ſuch command can be produced for infant-baptiſm, 


his parallel is quite deſtrayed in the moſt e part of it. 


And becauſe the command of God for the circumciſion of. 


infants] was not underſtood as a declaration that the 


© alſo believed, of which they were not yet capable; ſo no 


moral qualifications were required, nor is it any where 


ſaid, that they were dedicated to God by it; but, on the 
contrary, in the inſtitution of circumciſion, Gen. xvii, 11. 


it is only declared to be for a perpetual, or everlaſting toten 
of the covenant then made betwixt God and Abraham, to be 
fulfilled in the family of {/aac then unborn. And when 
God commanded them by Moſes, Exodus Xiii. 2. 11—16. 
to dedicate or ſanctiſy all their fir i- born unto him, as a 
conſtant toten and memorial of their delivera nce from the 

laſt plague, for their ſakes, inflicted upon the Egyptians; 
it was neither to be done by circumciſion, nor at the 
time when the child was circumciſed, but at the end of 
the time appointed for the mother's purification; which was 
thirty three days after for a male, and eighty days after the 


birth of a female. See Levit. xii. And in conformity to thoſt 
laws, with reſpect to our bleſſed Saviour and his Virgin 


Mother, we read Luke ii. 21-24. And when eight days 
were accompliſhed for the circumciſing of the child, his name 


was called Jeſus. . . . . And when the days of her purifica+ 


tion according to the law of Moſes, were accompliſhed, they 


brought him to Jeruſalem, to preſent him to the Lord, (asit 


is written in the law of the Lord, every male that openetb 
the wamb ſhall be called holy tothe Lord) and to offer a ſacri- 
fice, &c. But [here is not one ſyllable of the doctor's no- 


tian] that they were dedicated to God” [by circumciſion, 


45% to be ſure they were looked upon] as the children of 
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f his proſeſſed people, and to be trained as they grew up, 
in the beliet ard acknowledgment of the living and 
© true God, and the practice of his law. The doctor 
e 
And sur pos ix it was the will of God,” this need 
not have been SUPPOSE D, nor ought it to be cdmitied with - 
out the like command in jcr ipture] « that in like manner in 
the chriſtian church not only adult perſons, who them- 
ſclves believed, but the children of ſuch ſhould be bap- 
tized ; all that could be juſtly concluded from it would 
be, not that the chriſtian faith is not a reaſonable thing, 
but that the God of truth and purity well knew the doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity to be highly important, and agree- 
able to truth and reaſon; and therefore would have 
children betimes inſtructed i thoſe doctrines; and that 
he knew the duties there preſcribed to be of great con- 
ſequence to our happineſs, and therefore would have 
children early trained up to the knowledge and practice 
of thoſe duties. And this lis done amang the Baptiſts, 
who never prete? ud to bring their infants to bapi1ſm, becauſe 
they have 19 command from God to do ſo. And yet their 
children are under full as high, and as Ar Ing an obligation 
to regard fuch inſtructiens without what the doctor ſays] 
0 Joes not hinder, but rather obliges the perſon, who was 
thus early baptized, to conſider thoſe ſacred truths when 
he grows up; and then he is not to believe them be- 
cauſe he was taught them in his childhood, but becauſe. 
he himſelf conſiders the evidence brought for them, 
and finds it reaſonable and convincing ; and in like 
manner, it does not hinder him from examining into 
the nature and importance of the duties required of 
him, but rather obliges him to do ſo, that he may per- 
form thoſe duties from a full conviction of their rea- 
ſonabluneſs and excellency,” This we think the beſt 
qualification, and the fitteit time, for their being baptized ; 
not only as they are thereby more worthy ſubjects of it, 
but alſo as more glory muit redound to God and Chriſt, 
and much more Aatisſackion, comfort, and joy, to their 
own ſouls, in the anſwer of a good conſcience: and to the 
church of Chriſt alſo, in not departing from the divine 
rule. than can poſſibly ariſe from the contrary practice of 
our Pædobaptiſt brethren in ſprinkling their infants. And 
the doctor might very conſiſtently have 
procecded thus. To his queſtion therefore, Can a man be 
* baptized into a rational religion? [anſwer yes. A man that 
is conyinced of the truth of ſuch a religion, and believes it 


upon 


E785 


upon good evidence, may be reaſonably baptized i into it: 
i. e. he may ſolemnly, by that outward facred rite, profeſs 
bis belief of that religion, and oblige nimſcli to the 
duties it preſcribes ; which is the defion of baptiſm with 
regard to the adult. And” [the actor can never prove 
from ſcripture, that it was defined for any others, not- 
with/landing he ſays) * with regard to infants, it may be 
< very reaſonable for a man that himſelf believes it upon 
© rational grounds, to baptize his child, 7. e. ſolemnly 
by that ſacred rite to devote his cFild to God.” [when 
Cd commands it indeed, but not befor:, and yet neverthe- 
leſs it is his duty to teach] and to bring him, as far as in 
* him lies, under engagements to embrace and practiſe 
© thar excellent religion, as ſoon as he is capable of doing 
* ſo; at the ſame time {clemnly obliging himſelf” [or to 
think himſelf already cliged] © to take care that the child 
be betimes ſeaſoned with the knowledge of ſacred 1 impor- 
_ truth, and formed to the practice of piety and vir- 
And there is nothing | improper, in ſuppoſing that 
it is the will and appointment of God, that children 
ſhould betimes be brought under ſuch engagements, when 
he knows them to be in themſelves fit and reaſonable, 
and of fuch a nature, that it will be their duty and their 
great advantage, when they come to years of diſcreſſion, 
perſonally to approve and to futil them. Tf this be lay- 
ing prejudices and prepoſſeſſions in their way, it is pre- 
poſſeſſing them in favour of truth and virtue: and it is 
every way agreeable to the divine wiſdom and goodneſs, 
to lay them under ſuch a prepoſieſſion, and what the au- 
thor of our beings has a right todo, And therefore his 
doing that, can never be juſtly brought as an objection 
againſt the reaſonableneſs of a revelation.” And for the 
doing of all this, there is not the leaſt occaſion to ſprinkle 
them, and faifly term It baptiſm; by which multitudes 
are kept from a rational obedience to that ſacred inftitu- 
tion of Chriit Jeſus. 

I have here tranſcribed all 1 anſwer, which aches 
Leland hath any where given to this Inkidel's objection 
againſt the chriſtian religion, from the practice of infant- 
baptiſm, in favour of which he is fo far from alledging one 
ſingle text ot ſcripture, that, on the contrary, he himſelf 
ſeems to found it wholly upon mere human ſuppoſitions: 
which therefore, in the judgment of the church of Exgland, 
is not to be required of any man, that it ſhould be believed 
as an article of faith, or be 3 neceſſary or requiſite 
| | 2 | to 
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to ſalvation. And how the practice thereof can be juſti- 
hed, or defended by thoſe, who heartily and ſincerely be- 
lieve the vi article of our eſtabliſhed church, is not very 


_ ealy to diſcern; for her vi article ſays expreſsly, that 


Holy ſcripture containeth all things neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion: fo that whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that 
it ſhould be believed as an article of the faith, or be 
thought requiſite or neceſlary to ſalvation, c.“ 
This truly proteſtant article is what one of her mini- 
ſters publicly declared to be the glory of the church of 


* 


A „ A 


England, and then he heartily wiſhed, that no other arti- 


cle had ever been made, And J as heartily wiſh, that our 
eſtabliſhed church, and the kirk of Scotland alſo, were 
thus reformed, and conſtituted upon this foundation only ; 
for then the Baptiſt churches would have no occaſion to 
diſpute with, or ſeparate from, them. But we might 
then hold the unity of the ſpirit,- in the bond of peace to- 

gether. And, as Dr. Leland expreſſes himſelf, When 
once people are made ſenſible of the tendency of ſuch a 
© ſcheme, it is to be hoped, that it will in a great mea- 
© ſure prove an antidote to the poiſon of [:nfidelity] and 
< that piety and good ſenſe is not ſo far loſt in the world, 
© that men will lightly ſuffer themſelves to be bantered 
© out of their religion and reaſon too. Such attempts, 
one would be apt to think, ſhould, with perſons that 


will allow themſelves time for reflection, turn to the 
advantage of Chriſtianity.” $ DE 


SECT. VI. 
Remarks on Mr. Benſon's Dialogue, intitled, 
The Reaſonableneſs of the Chriſtian Religion. 


RESERVED Mr. Benſon's anſwer to this infidel's 
objection, concerning infant-baptiſm, to be laſt con- 
{idered, becauſe it 1s ſo very full, that he hath almoſt pre- 


vented my making any remarks upon it; and his frank, 


open conceſſions have given me a ſuitable opportunity free- 
ly to expoſtulate with him, and his brethren, upon their 
unſcriptural practice of infant-ſprinkling ; which for a 

: en long 


5 6 Firſt Letter, p. 6. 


(77) 

long time has furniſhed Papiſts with a confiderable ad van- 
tage in their diſputes with Proteſtants, and has now given 
Infidels an occaſion to ridicule our holy religion, To 
which Mr. Benſon replies, p. 95, 96. 


The objection was founded on a miſtaken notion of : 


« baptiſm; and therefore had no force in it. Your au- 
* thor, Pyrrho, knows very well that ſome Chriſtians 
deny infant-baptiſm ; and he had much better have done 
« ſo, than have given up his underſtanding, and rational 
«< Chriſtianity, all at once,” 


The objection of this unbeliever againſt infant- baptiſm 


is plainly founded on that notion of it, which is contain- 


ed in the forms and catechiſm of the church of England; : 


and this Mr, Benſon is pleaſed to call a mi/taken notion of 
baptiſm. He might have ſaid with equal truth, that in- 
fant - baptiſm in general, as well as the practice of it in our 


eſtabliſhed church, is founded on a miſtaken notion. For 
how can it be otherwiſe, if it has no foundation in the 
word of God, as he manifeſtly allows, when he ſays; 


this author had uch better have denied and given it up, 
than have given up his underſtanding and rational Chriſtia- 
nity? For if he did not acknowledge this, but was really 


perſuaded, that there is ſcripture authority for it, he 


would not have adviſed his author to give it up, but onl 


to correct his miſtaken notions about it. And if this be 


the caſe, if there is no ſcripture for it, if the conſequence 
of admitting infant-baptiſm be to any man the occaſion 
of giving up his under ſtanding and rational Chriſtianity, as 
r. Benſon's words ſeem plainly to imply; why does he 
not openly renounce the practice, and no longer counte- 
nance it in his people, and build them up in any miſtaken 
notion of baptiſm ? . 


After this he proceeds to give us ſome hints, and ſome 
account of the various pretences, opinions, cuſtoms, and 
forms made uſe of by Preſbyterians, Independents, and 


others, as well as our eſtabliſhed church, as follows: But 
others, who are for infant-baptiſm, do not ſuppoſe any 


over to Chriſtianity in riper years. The ſame ceremony 
may anſwer different ends upon different ſubjects, or in 
the caſe of different perſons. Thoſe in general, whom 


aa „ „ „ 


«© as penitents, for the remiſſion of ſins. And yet our 
Saviour, who had no lin to confeſs, nor any need for 
| © repentance, 


faith to be required in a child: tho? they would require it 
ina Jew, Heathen or Mahometan, upon their coming 


John baptized, confeſſed their ſins, and were baptized, 
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repentance, was baptized by John; I ſuppoſe, to ini- 
tiate him into his office, as the great Meffiah. The 
circumciſion of Abraham was to him, who was a be- 
liever, the ſeal of the righteouſneſs of that faith, which 
he had before he was circumciſed, But could not be 
the ſeal of faith unto infants at eight days old, to whom 
it was nevertheleſs commanded to be adminiſtred, 

merely as the initiating ceremony. Many Chriſtians ar- 
gue in like manner, about chriſtian baptiſm, and ſup- 
poſe that it may ſignify ſome things, when applied to 
the adult, different from what it can ſignify, when ap- 
plied to infants. To the laſt they look upon it as a 
mere initiating ceremony, by which a chriſtian parent, 

or ſponſor, ingages in a ſolemn manner to train up that 
child in what he apprehends to be a rational religion. 
By that external rite ſuch a child is entered into the 
ſchool of Chriſt, to be trained up in his religion ; that 
he may learn the nature and evidence of It, as his under- 
ſtanding opens, and be taught to live in all that purity 
which the outward waſhing with water denotes, and 
which Chriſtianity requires, There are ſome, who re- 
preſent baptiſm as abſolutely neceſlary to falvation ; 
who ſpeak of perſons as actually ſaved, upon the {trength 
of the mere ceremony; who make children commence 
believers upon the imputed faith of their bondſmen, or 
ſureties; and make the ſponſor ſay, I believe, and it is 
my deſire to be baptized; when he hath no deſign to be 
baptized himſelf, but hath actually been baptized many 
years before; who pretend to baptize not with wa- 
ter only, but alſo with the Holy Ghoſt; or to connect 
with baptiſm the conferring of grace, or of the Holy 
Spirit; as was actually done, after baptiſm, by the 
Apoſiles; but which no other perſons ſince have had 
the power of doing.” | 
In all'this,only theſe twelve words, J ſuppoſe, to initiate 
him into his office, as the great MAeſſiah, can with certainty 
be taken as Mr. Benſon's own judgment and perſuaſion : 
and therefore, whether he has here given us his own no- 
tion of infant- baptiſm, I know not ; but this is manifeſt, 
he does not mention any one notion of it as agreeable to 
ſcripture, nor pretend to bring any proof for that prac- 
tice from thence, He is ſo far from attempting this, that 
he freely condemns moſt, if not all the notions, which 
ſome churches have had concerning baptiſm, together 
with their forms of adminiſtration, as unſcriptural, in 
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the following words, © But as to thoſe who hold ſuch 
© opinions, and make uſe of ſuch forms [namely the opinions 
and forms abovementioned} © let them anfwer for them. 
Such things do not appear to me to be according to the 
pleaſure and ordinance of God himſelf in this point. 
All I can do is, out of a ſincere concern for Chriſti- 
anity itſelf, moſt humbly to breathe out my wiſhes and 


La 


5 
& 
4 
& 
out of the way; and that all parties of Chriſtians 
would endeavour to cut off occaſion from thoſe who are 
« perpetually ſeeking occalion to blaſpheme that hol 
0 


which occaſions he allows, that infant-baptiſm is one, and 


therefore he adds] * However, the New Teſtament itſelf is 


a ſtranger to any ſuch ſentiments, or practices; and 


therefore Chriſtianity 1 is not, in the leaſt, aficcted by this 
© objection,” 


J freely ſubſeribe to what Mr. Benſon here ſays, when 


he pronounces thoſe notions and forms, made uſe of in 
 infant-baptiſm, no part of Chriſtianity ; or that objeetions 


againſt it, founded on that practice, are what real Chriſti- 
 anity is nat in the leaſt aſfected ly: becauſe the New Teſta- 
ment itſelf is a ſtranger to any ſuch ſentiments or practices. 
But I muſt likewiſe obſerve that theſe queſtions were pro- 
perly aſked, and the reſponſes rightly made in the primi- 


tive times, when none were admitted to baptiſm, but 


thoſe only, who had been firſt inſtructed in the know- 
| ledge of Chriſtianity, and made a perſonal profeſſion 9 
repentance from dead works, and of faith towards God. 
Heb, vi. 1, 2. And I cannot but add, that ſome churches 


ſtill retaining theſe ancient forms is a plain conteſſion, that 


they have changed the proper ſubject, and is alſo a ſtand- 
ing proof of the antiquity of adult-baptiſm. And this 
appears very clearly from the liturgy in the apoſtolical con- 
ſtitutions, the moſt ancient now in being; ; and which, ac- 
cording to Mr, I/hifton, ? contains the true original 
baptiſmal creed, from whence that, which is commonly 


ſtiled the apoftles creed, is only an abridgment. The 
office of baptiſm in them begins thus: | 


« Book VII. Seat. LXIII. Now how what manner 


* thoſe ought to live that are initiated into Chriſt, and 
what thankſgivings they ought to ſend up to God, thro” 


* Chriſt, has been ſaid in the foregoing directions But 


F..it 
7 F/ſay on the Collins, p. 215. 


ardent prayers, that ſuch ſtumbling-blocks may be taken 


name, by the which we are called!“ [in the number f 
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it is reaſonable not to leave even thoſe who are not yet 
initiated without aſſiſtance, 


XXXIX. He therefore who is to be catechized in the 


word of piety, let him be inſtructed before his bap- 


tiſm in the knowledge of the unbegotten God, in the 


underſtanding of his only begotten Son, in the aſſured 
acknowledgment of the Holy Ghoſt: let him learn 
the order of the ſeveral parts of the creation, the ſeries 
of providence, the different diſpenſations of the laws : 
let him be inſtructed why the world was made, and 
why man was appointed to be a citizen therein; let 
him alſo know his own nature, of what ſort it is; let 
him be taught how God puniſhed the wicked with wa- 


ter, and did glorify the faints in every generation, I 
mean Seth, and Enoch, and Noah, and Abraham, and 
his poſterity, and MHelchiſedeck, and Fob, and Moyes, 


and Foſhua, and Caleb, and Phineas the Prieſt, and 


thoſe that were holy in every generation; and how 


God ſtill took care of, and did not reject mankind, but 
called them from their error and ana 4 to the ac- 


knowledgment of the truth at various ſeaſons, reduc- 


ing them from bondage and impiety unto liberty and 
piety, from injuſtice to righteouſneſs, from death eter- 


nal to everlaſting life. Let him that offers himſelf to 
baptiſm, learn theſe and the like things in his catechiz- 


ing; and let him who lays his hands upon him adore 


God, the Lord of the whole world, and thank him for 


his creation, for his ſending Chriſt, his only begotten 


Son, that he might ſave men, by blotting out his tranſ- 


reſſions; that he might remit ungodlineſs, and fins, 


and might purify him from all filthineſs of fleſb and ſpirit, 
and ſanctify man according to the good pleaſure of his 
kindneſs, that he might inſpire him with the knowledge 
of his will, and enlighten the eyes of his heart to conſi- 


der of his wonderful works, and make known to him 


the judgments of righteouſneſs ; that ſo he might hate 
every way of iniquity, and walk in the way of truth; 
that he might be thought worthy of the laver of rege- 
neration, to the adoption of ſons, which is in Chriſt, 
that being planted together in the likeneſs of the death of 


Chriſt, in hopes of a glorious communication, he may 
be mortified to fin, and may live to God, as to his 
mind, and word, and deed, and may be numbered toge- 
ther in the book of the living: and after this thankſgiv- 
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ing, let him inſtruct him in the doctrines concerning 
our Lord's incarnation, and in thoſe concerning his 
paſſion, and reſurrection from the dead, and aſſump- | 


tion. 


XL. And when it remains that the catechumen is to 
be baptized, let him learn what concerns the renuncia- 
tion of the devil, and the joining himſelf with Chriſt: 

for it is fit that he ſhould firſt abſtain from things con- 
trary, and then be admitted to the myſteries; he muſt 
before hand purify his heart from all wickedneſs of diſ- 
poſition, from all ſpot and wrinkle, and then partake 


of the holy things: for as the ſkilfulleſt huſbandman 


does firſt purge his ground of the thorns which are 
grown up therein, and does then ſow his wheat, ſo 
ought you alſo to take away all impiety from them, and 


then to ſow the ſeeds of piety in them, and vouchſafe 


them baptiſm. For even our Lord did in this manner 


exhort us ſaying, firſt make diſciples of all nations, and 


then he adds this, and baptize them into the name of the 


| Father, and of the Sen, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Let 


therefore the candidate for baptiſm declare thus in his oo 


| renunciation: 


5 XLI. 1 renounce Satan, and his works, and his pomps, 
and his worthips, and his angels, and his inventions, 


and all things that are under him. And after his re- 


nunciation, let him in his aſſociation ſay, And I aſſociate 
myſelf to Chriſt, and believe, and am baptized into 
one unbegotten being, the only true God, Almighty, 
the Father of Chriſt, the creator and maker of all 
things, from whom are all things ; and into the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, his only begotten Son, the firſt-born of the 
whole creation, who before the ages was begotten by the 
good pleaſure of the father; by whom all things were 
made, both thoſe in heaven, and thoſe on earth, viſible 


and inviſible, who in the laſt days 1 from _ 


heaven, and took fleſh, and was born of the holy Virgin 
Mary, and did converſe holily, according to the laws of 
his God and father, and was crucified under Pontius Pi- 
late, and died for us, and roſe again from the dead after 
his paſſion the third day, and aſcended into the hcavens, 
and ſitteth at the right hand of the father, and again is 
to come at the end of the world with glory, to judge 
the quick and the dead, of whoſe kingdom there ſhall 
be no end. And I am baptized into the Holy Ghoſt, 
M that 
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that is the comforter, who wrought in all the ſaints frem 
the-beginning of the world, but was afterwards ſent to 
the apoſtles by the father, according to the promiſe of 


our Saviour and Lord, Jeſus Chriſt; and after the 


apoſtles, to all thoſe that believe in the holy catholic 
church, Into the reſurrection of the fleſh, and into 


the remiſhon of fins, and into the kingdom of heaven, 
and into the life of the world to come. _ 1 


a G m RR Io IS 


Theſe rules juſtly deſerve the moſt ſerious regard of 
every Chriſtian, And, notwithſtanding what Mr. Ben- 
ſon lays, it is my humble opinion, that the ſureſt way to 
remove theſe {tumbling blocks is not to Jay aſide the anci- 
ent forms, but to reſtore primitive baptiſm, both as to 
the mode and ſubject. However, if the Baptiſt churches, 
or as Mr, Benſon here expreſſes it, if pure and primitive 
_ Chriſtianity is not in the leaſt affefted by this objection; yet 
J am ſure Mr, Benſon himſelf, with all his Pædobaptiſt 
brethren, even every denomination of Chriſtians, except 
thoſe who utterly diſown and renounce infant-baptiſm, 
muſt be ſo greatly affeded by it, that they can never de- 
fend pure and primitive Chriſtianity, I don't ſay with the 
lea/?, but with that conſiſtency, which it is neceſſary, 
and moſt to be wiſhed, that they could. And is it not 
greatly to be lamented, that ſuch excellent abilities, and 
ſuch diſtinguiſhing endowments, as many of them poſſeſs, 
mould be rendered ineffectual for the conviction and con- 
verſion of Papiſts and Infidels, by their practice of that 
unſcriptural ceremony in any form whatſoever ? For Mr. 
Benſon athrms, * That, before men are capable of un- 
« derſtanding, no faith can be required of them; any 
more than reaſon or virtue can be expected of infants, 
© before they become moral agents.” And of infants the 
Oxford Reply ſays; 9 * They have no reaſon, nor are they 
therefore capable of religion.“ And we are aſſured by a 
much higher authority, that, without faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God. Heb. xi. 6. But if inſtead of renounc- 
ing and giving up ſuch things, miniſters will on the 
Contrary practiſe, as a ſolemn act of religion, What is 
no where expreſsly revealed in the New Teſtament, * What 
the New Teftament itſelf is a ſtranger to, 3 about which the 


chriſtian 
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chriſtian religion, or the rational believersof it, have no- 
thing further to do with b... than to diſown and diſavoto 
them, becauſe, * from any thing they could have met with 
there, they could never have thought of it. 5 If they be- 
lieve in the perpetuity of baptiſm ; that it was 7/7:tuted as 


a means and aſſiſtance to preſerve men ſtedfaſt in the prac 


tice of thoſe moral duties, which are of eternal and unchange- 
able obligation; and that it was deſigned for the /olemn ad- 


miſſuin of every member into the chtittian church, and there= 


by intitling him to all the privileges of being within the 
pale; ſuch a plain ſignificant rite, fo free from all appear- 
ance of ſuperſtition and vanity, and ſo wiſely fitted to the 
end for which it was deſigned, that no man can juſtly, or with 
any reaſon, object againſt it * and yet neither be baptized 
themſelves, norencourage and ſtir up the people, who are 
under their care to regard Chriſt's authority in this point; 


if on the contrary, they continue to adminiſter infant- 


baptiſm, or ſome other thing inſtead of it, to infants, and 
build their people up in the belief and practice of what 


themſelves do not believe © zo be according to the pleaſure 


and ordinance of God himſelf in that point; if they 7 maſt 


humbly breathe out their wiſhes and ardent prayers, that 


fuch flumbling blocks may be taken out of the way; and yet 


make no ſtand againſt them, nor exert one effort for re- 


moving them, what can we think? May we not juſtly 


aſk them, how far ſuch a conduct is conſiſtent with ſin- 
cerity, and with that regard to Chriſt's laws and authority, 
which as miniſters of the goſpel, they are bound, in dut 

and in conſcience, uniformly to ſhew forth in the whole 
of their converſation and miniſtry ; whether under theſe 


convictions they can anſwer ſuch neglects at the awful | 
bar of God in the great day of account ; and whether 


Mr. Benſon, with all his Pædobaptiſt brethren, ought not 


calmly and ſeriouſly to conſider theſe things for their own 
and their peoples ſakes; many of whom perhaps have 
been miſled and hindered from obeying and glorifying 


Chriſt in this particular, as they might, and would other- 


wiſe have done? For as Mr. Benſon expreſſes himſelf, 
3 © What intereſt is it of mine, that [my friend] Pyrrbs 


© ſhould think and act right, but only that he is my 


friend, and that I ſincerely wiſh well to him and to 


M2 alt 
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all mankind ; and ſhould rejoice to ſee all attend to evis 
dence, honeſtly acknowledge it, when they are con- 
vinced ; and, in all reſpects, take the right method in 
thinking and acting. 
But if after all, they will ſtill neglect this important 

point of Chriſtianity, what will Papiſts and Infidels think, 
nay, what will they not fay of them and their religion f 

W hat greater advantage can they have, or defire to have 


SW K Ka # 


againſt Chriſtians and Proteſtants, than their allowing a 


practice, which they confeſs is unſcriptural? For as it i 


cov ned to be no part of the chriſtian religion, thoſe ene- 


mies of truth can eaſily diſcern their advantage, and know 
very well how to make a proper uſe of it. For which 
reaſon, I ſhall not be ſurprized to fee them baffled both by 
Papiſts and Infidels, till they are thereby forced upon a 
reformation, which I ſhould greatly rejoice to ſee. 

But ſurely thoſe churches, which have carried the refor- 


mation fo far, as not to give the leaſt handle to either, by 


an open neglect, or by making any unwarrantable altera- 
tions in Chriſt's moſt ſolemn inſtitutions, ought as care- 


fully to avoid giving the moſt diſtant occaſion for ſaying, 


That tho? we are baptized ourfelves, yet we countenance 


other Chriſtians in an open negle& of Chriſt's ordinance, 


by communicating with them at the Lord's Table ; not- 


withſtanding we know, and believe in our own conſci- 


ences, they 1 never were baptized according to Chriſt's ap- 


pointment. For this, perhaps, will be ſaid to look too 


much like renouncing our own baptiſm, and may by In- 
fidels be thought no leſs than a tacit acknowledgment, 
that tho' we own Chriſt for the legiſlator of his church, 
yet there is not ſo much regard due to his laws and inſti- 
tutions, as Chriſtians ſometimes pretend, And fince we 
live in an age of moſt free inquiry, it will highly become 


all Chriftians to follow this advice of MAinucius Felix; 


Let us make a good uſe of the bleſſing of divine truth, 
* let us govern our knowledge with diſcretion, let ſuper- 


_ © {tition and impiety be no more, and let true religion 


triumph in their ftead.” Which God grant may be the : 
. iſſue of theſe debates ! $ 


CON- 


CONCLUSION. 


HAVE now gone through all, that I at firſt intend- 
ed, in making remarks upon the ſeveral anſwers to 
this infidel writer, which have been publiſhed by our Pæ- 
dobaptiſt brethren ; and think it not improper to inform 
my readers, that the reaſon, why I have not here ſhewn 
from ſcripture, what is the true way of adminiſtering the 
ordinance of baptiſm, and who are the proper ſubjects, 
for whom only it was deſigned, is firſt, becauſe the ſeveral. 
authors of thoſe anſwers have therein plainly and openly 
given up infant-baptiſm, as an unſcriptural thing, and as 
ſuch, no part of the chriſtian religion : ſo that it was quite 
unneceſſary for me to attempt thoſe proofs in making re- 
marks upon their writings. Secondly, becauſe J have al- 
ready publiſhed a treatiſe upon the ſubject, wherein the 
ſcriptures, relating to that ordinance, are particularly con- 
ſidered ; to which I have ſometimes referred, and for the 
fuller ſatisfaction of all my readers, do here recommend 
to them, a ſerious peruſal of that tract, intitled, A ſup- 
plement to the ſermons preached againſt popery at Salters- 
Hall: where they will find, that the commiſſion, our 
Lord gave his diſciples to baptize all nations, relates only 
to believers; which is confirmed from the general and 
particular inſtances recorded in ſcripture of perſons bap- 
tized. I have there likewiſe given the reaſons, why it 
extends to every believer, together with the great benefit 
it is of to all ſuch, as come to it in the anſwer of a good 
conſcience, The manner alſo how it was and ought to 
be adminiſtered, is ſhewn frem the hiſtory of the evange- 
liſts, the acts of the apoſtles, and the alluſions to Chriſt's 
death, burial and reſurrection in their epiſtles. And I 
have therein anſwered the various arguments of our bre- 
thren for infant baptiſm, and the objections made againſt 
our practice of immerſion, I have ſet forth ſomething of 
the evil which attends altering the divine inſtitution, 
and ſhewn that Proteſtants have no more power to do ſo, 
nor can it be more lawful for them, than it is for Papiſts. 
J have ſupported the whole from antiquity, and many 
paſſages taken from the writings of our Pædobaptiſt bre- 
thren ; and at laſt ſhewn ſomething of the moral obliga- 
tion, which every believer in Chriſt is under, of ſubmit- 
| ng an tin 


(36) 
ting to his inſtitution; with the uſe which baptiſm and 
the Lord's-Supper are of to promote true piety and ſtrict 
virtue, as well as to ſecure us from ſuperſtition and infi- 
delity. All which, if duly conſidered, with the appen- 
dix to the laſt editions i in anſwer to Mr. Emlyn's previous 
queſtion, and what I have here ſaid, will, 1 be ſuf- 
ficient to convince our Pædobaptiſt brethren, how neceſ- 
ſary a reformation is; and ſo induce them to lay aſide in- 
fant-ſprinkling, that unſcriptural practice, which, by their 
own confeſhon, is no part of the chriſtian religion. That 
thereby they may no longer expoſe Chriſtianity to the ri- 
dicule of Infidels, but may prevent ſuch objections aint 
it for the time to come. 
And as the worthy and learned members of our two 
Univerſities, together with ſome eminent miniſters of our 
diſſenting brethren, out of their ſincere love and pious 
regard to Chriſtianity, have given up this traditionary 
practice, in their ſeveral defences of our holy religion 
againſt the growing and daring infidelity of the age; I 
hope there are no Proteſtants ſo bigotted to popiſh cor- 
ruptions, or mere human ceremonies, as to ſhew them- 
ſelves the great enemies of divine revelation, by pretend- 
ing to vindicate a practice from thence, which is ſo ma- 
nifeſtly injurious to Chriſtianity, as it gives ſuch counte- 
nance to the ſcoffs and deriſion of deiſts; and is ſo great 
an encouragement to their infidelity. But, 
Finally, conſidering that theſe Remarks may poſſibly 
fall into the hands of ſome readers, who have never ſeen 
my ſupplement, I will therefore, for the ſake of ſuch, 
briefly add ſomething for their ſatisfaction. 
And I think all that is neceſſary for @ ſufficient, if not 
the compleat illuſtration of this ſubject, may be reduced to 
one or other of theſe three heads of inquiry. 
What it is to be baptized into Christ. 
Who, according to the plain ſenſe of the inſtitution 
itſelf, the general doctrine of the New Teſtament, and 
the general practice of the apoſtles, are the propes ſub- 
jects of baptiſm, And, 

Whether it was intended as a temporary inſtitution, 
and to be confined to proſelytes only, or is of univerſal 
and perpetual obligation. 

As there is a great compaſs and variety of argument in- 
cluded under each of theſe heads, I muft content myſelf 
with giving ſhort ſketches, without expatiating on e 
particular; but hope however, tho in an abſtract, to 


give 


give obvious and convincing reaſons on the fide of what I 
apprehend to be the truth, and a clear confutation of all 
oppolite pretences, - 0 
In the firſt place, what are we to underſtand by the 
ſcripture expreſſion, of being baptized into Chriſt ? The 
general ſenſe is moſt evidently this, that we are baptized 
into the ſolemn profeſſion and acknowledgment of his 
religion, Which he was commiſſioned by God to reveal 
and publiſh, and enabled to confirm and eſtabliſh by ma- 
ny unqueſtionable, great, and beneficent miracles : juſt as 
the Jews being baptized into Moſes implied in it, in the 
ſentiment of St. Paul, who made uſe of that phraſe, 
their owning him as their leader, and his inſtitution to be 
divine. Thus far the matter ſeems to be pe 
plexed and free from difficulty. 5 
And the manner in which this action of being bap- 
tized into Chriſt, is to be performed, is alſo as clear and 
certain; becauſe from the nature of the inſtitution, there 
cannot be two different modes of adminiſtering one and 
the ſame divine ordinance. For the very nature of bap- 
tiſm ſo neceſſarily implies dipping, that where aſperſion, 
or perfuſion only are made uſe of, there cannot, in pro- 
priety of ſpeech, be any baptiſm at all, becauſe baptiſm, 
and dipping, are the ſame thing. And the ſeveral alluſi- 
ons made to it in ſcripture, as of a death, burial, and re- 
ſurection, are a ſufficient proof of this; where Chriſtians 
are ſaid to be baptized into Chriſt's death, with a manifeſt 
reference to his being buried and riſing again from the 
grave, and in this ſenſe St. Paul clearly, and ſtrongly ex- 
preſſes himſelf, over and over again, Rom. vi. where it is 
faid, Ne are buried with him by baptiſm into death : that 
like as Chriſt was raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the 
father, even fo we alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of life. And 
following the metaphor ftill further he adds; 2 if we 
have been planted together in the likeneſs of his death: we 
ſhall be alſo in the likeneſs of his reſurreftion, And again, 
Coliſſ. ii. 12. buried with Chriſi in baptiſm, wherein alſo 
you are riſen with him through the faith of the operation of 

God, who raiſed him from the dead, 
The hiſtorical accounts alſo, which we have in ſcrip- 
ture of perſons baptized, neceſſarily oblige us to confine 
our idea of that ſolemn inſtitution to immerſion or dip- 
ping only. I ſhall here only mention two inſtances. The 
firſt is that of our Saviour himſelf, whoſe command and 


example ſhould be the ſole rule of every believer's conduct; 
| and 


rfectly unper- 
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and, with reſpec to him, St. Mark informs us, ch. i. 9, 10, 
11. And it came to paſs in thoſe days, that Feſus came from 
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of ohn 7 jor- 
dan. (or as it might have been truly and better 1cndered,, 
dipped of John into Fordan) And fire ightway « oming up 
out of the water, he ſaw the heavens open*s, aud the ſpirit 
like a dove deſcending upon him, And lle, came a voice 
from heaven, ſaying, Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleaſed. The other is in the book of the Alls, 
after our Lord's aſcenſion, and ſending down the Holy 

| Ghoſt upon the apoſtles, which was promiſed to lead 
them into all truth, 7obn xvi. 13. and by which they were 

dued with power from on high, to confirm their doctrine. 

And under the influence of this, Philip was directed to 
attend the chariot of the eunuch, and preach the goſpel to 
him; the iflue of which is thus related by St. Luke. And 
as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water : 


and the eunuch ſaid, ſee, here is water; what doth hinder 


me to be baptized? And Philip ſaid, if thou believeſt with 
all thine heart, thou mayeſt. And he anſwered and ſaid, I 
believe that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of God, And he com- 


manded the chariot to fland ſtill: and they went down both _ 


into the water, both Philip and the Eunuch ; and he bap- 
tized ſor dipped] bim. And when they were come up out of 
the water, the ſpirit of the Lord caught away Philip, tha. 
the Eunuch ſaw him no more: and he went on his way re- 
Joicing. Acts viii. 30—39.” This is ſufficient, as a gene- 
ral detail of the argument under the firſt head of 1 inquiry. 
I now proceed to the ſecond, which is this? 

Who are the proper ſubjects of baptiſm, and chat they 
are only the adult, upon their making a free and volun- 
tary profeſſion of their faith in Chriſt, and repentance to- 
wards God, is, I think, abundantly confirmed by the 
whole ſtrain and current of the New Teſtament. Of this 
Gal. iii. 27. in particular appears to me to afford a mani- 
feſt and ſtrong demonſtration, in which is directly aſſert- 
ed, that as many, that is, all without exception ; for St, 
| Paul himſelf does not exclude one ſingle caſe, and there- 
fore Chriſtians ought not; however neceſſary it may be to 
the ſupport of a "favourite ſcheme, to which they are 
moſt zealouſly and fondly devoted; in this text, I fay, it 
is directly aſſerted, that all without exception, who are 
baptized into Chriſt, do put on Chriſt. The phraſe plainly 
denotes a voluntary act of their own, an act of piety in the 
ſubjects of baptiſm, and not a forced ty, not a mere xternal | 

an 
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and mechanical operation ; and conſequently, infants are 
plainly declared, by this paſſage, to be incapable of bap- 
tiſm, if we proceed rightly, according to the chriſtian 
rule, becauſe they are incapable of reaſon, and faith, and 
free determination, And this interpretation the fame 
apoſtle has confirmed beyond all contradiction in another 
place, where he oppoſes putting on the Lord Feſus Chriſt to 
_ making proviſion for the fleſh, repreſenting both as actions 
_ equally voluntary, and that relate to a moral character. 
Ass to put on the new man is explained by being renewed in 
the ſpirit of our mind; ſo to put on Chriſt is to take up- 
on us the chriſtian character, and to bind ourſelves, in a 
ſolemn engagement, to imitate the temper and life of 
Chriſt; as all did, if we may give credit to St. Paul, who 
were baptized in the firſt age of Chriſtianity, but infants 
cannot poſſibly do; and therefore the baptizing ſuch can 
be regarded in no other light than that of an innovation, 
abſolutely unknown in the apoſtolical times. And indeed, 
if we examine the commiſhon itſelf, which our Lord 
gave the apoſtles to baptize, this error of modern Chriſti- 
anity will appear in as full and diſtin a view. The 
_ commiſſion runs thus, Go ye therefore and teach all na- 
| tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft ; where it is obvious to obſerve, * 
Firſt, that the ſtated order is to teach, and then to bap- 
tize. And, Secondly, that there is no more reaſon to af- 
firm that all, who were taught, were obliged to be bap- 
| tized, than that all, who were baptized, were to be pre- 
viouſly taught. The text is equally explicit in both caſes, 
and the ſubjects of both are of exactly the ſame extent, 
all nations, But I muſt only ſuggeſt hints; and therefore 
proceed to mention ſome other texts, which undeniably 
prove, that the practice of the apoſtles was ſtrictly con- 
formable to the Tule eſtabliſhed by their great Lord and 
maſter, 

Thus, when by st. Peter's firſt ſermon the people, who 
heard him, were convinced of the fin and infinite danger 
of their unbelief and ſtubborn contempt of the goſpel, and 
ſaid to him and to the reſt of the apoſtles, Men and brethren, 
| what ſhall we do? His anſwer was, Repent, and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the 

remiſſion of fins. And it is afterwards added, then they 
that gladly received his word, were baptized. In like man- 
ner, when the Eunuch, upon a firm perſuaſion of the 
truth of Chriſtianity, deſired to be admitted to baptiſm, 
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Philip laid before him the neceſſary and unalterable con- 


dition of his receiving that privilege, in theſe words, If 


thou belicveſt with all thine heart, thay maye/t. And to 
ſuppoſe, that there are two ſorts of qualihcations for one 
and the ſame ordinance, when no diſtinction at all is once 


intimated in any ſingle paſſige of the New Teſtament 
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nay, to imagine that the qualifications are equally valid, 
which are as different from each other, as faith, and no 
faith 3 or, whichamounts to the fame, as knowledge and 


| ignorance, a voluntary profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and the 


being capable of no religion at all ; this is not only fram- 
ing an arbitrary ſcheme, but, in my opinion, an abſo- 
lutely incoherent and incredible ſcheme. The nature 
and ends of baptiſm as adminiftered to believers, and the 
nature and ends of it, if it be adminiſtered to ſuch as can- 


not believe, muſt certainly be as different, as thoſe of ny 
two different ordinances, that we can poſſibly concelve of, 


But the nature and uſes of chriſtian baptiſm are always 


deſcribed in one uniform ſtrain, ſuited to the caſe of 
adult believers only, and impoſſible, by any force or ftretch 


of invention, to be adapted to the ſtate of infants. Upon 
the whole then, as it is generally acknowledged, that there 
is no expreſs command for baptizing infants, nor a ſingle 
precedent to be found in favour of it, throughout the 


moſt obſcure, 'involved, and diſtant hint, that it had ever 
been practiſed, or was in itſelf allowable. The com- 
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nant of grace, they muſt, by a parity of reaſon, have a 
right to baptiſm ; fince it cannot be conceived that their 
privileges are retrenched, but it may rather be expected, 
_ that they would be confiderably enlarged under a religion, 
which is the completion of all others, and contains the 
fulleſt and brighteſt diſplays of the grace and tender mer- 
eies of God. The following remarks will, J apprehend, 
be abundantly fufficient to ſhew, that this is a foundation 
much too weak to uphold the ſuperſtructure that has been 
erected upon it, and a principle clogged with heavy and 
unſurmountable dificulties  _ 5 . 
1. What they call the Abrahamic covenant does not 
appear to have any thing in it like a covenant, It was on- 


ly a promiſe, by way of prediction, of bleſſings that 


would be derived to the faithful, from Abraham's feed, in 
future, and far, far diſtant ages. It was not a ſtipulation 
of bleſſings, as this ſtrange and perplexed notion of a cove- 
nant implies ; it was not, J fay, a ſtipulation of bleſſings, 
which Abraham himſelf would ever live to fee or enjoy 
but of a privilege, not deſigned to be communicated till 
the times of the Meſſiab. And tho! this is declared, by St, 
Paul, to be a preaching the goſpel to Abraham, it is only 
in a more improper and figurative ſenſe : juſt as man) 
prophecies and promiſes of the Old Teſtament might be 
ſaid to be preaching the goſpel, long before that holy and 
moſt ſpiritual inſtitution comn.enced, to the whole Few- 
#6 patnone:. ne ne ey 
2. Circumciſion is never ſtiled the ſeal of any covenant, 
but if it belonged to the covenant of grace, it was a ſeal 
not at all neceffary with reſpect even to ſuch, as are al- 
lowed to have been really intereſted in that covenant. For 
all females were utterly excluded from it, without any the 
leaſt prejudice, I would hope, to their ſpiritual and eter- 
nal concerns. If infants therefore are excluded from hap- 
tiſm, they alſo may ſuſtain no damage. So that the whole 
of this plea for infants is a heap of confuſion and incon- 
ſiſtency; and all the warm and pathetic exclamations, 
that are ſo often mixed with it, are mere diſmal ſounds, 
that have no energy in them, can never convince the 
truly conſiderate and diveſted of all prejudice, nor an- 
ſwer any valuable purpoſe, Infants are as ſafe, tlieir 
privileges as entire, and their ftate as good, upon this prin- 
ciple, without baptiſm, as with it; as that of one half of 
the Fewifh nation was without eircumciſion. Why then 
ſhould they be forced, . their conſent, to undergo 
| 2 | hat 
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what is called the Rb. baptiſm, without any en- 


couragement from, and againſt the plain rules and exam- 
ples of, the New "Teſtament ? But, 

. What has been offered under the foregoing head af- 
fords, I think, a ſtrong probability that circumciſion had, 
and could have, no relation at all to the covenant of grace, 
but only to the peculiar immunities of the race and de- 
ſcendants of Abraham, For did the great God, whoſe 
tender mercies are over all his works, enter into a cove- 
nant relation with the males only? Or if an inſtituted 
ſeal of the covenant be ſuch an extraordinary privilege, as 


our brethren profeſs it to be, could not one have been in- 


ſtituted, that would have diſcovered univerſal and more 
impartial goodneſs ; that might have been equally a ſeal to 
all that were included within the terms of the imagined 
covenant ? But, 


Finally, and to diſmiſs this topic, that circumciſion 


could not belong to the covenant of grace, or to the goſ- 


pel preached to Abraham, is manifeſt, even to a demon- 
ſtration, from what St. Paul has ſo ſtrenuoſly aſſerted, 
and copiouſly argued, in his epiſtle to the Galatians 
where he leſers it entirely to what, in the language of 
ſchool-divinity, is ftiled the covenant of works, accord- 


ing to the itrict tenor of which, no man could reaſonably 


hope for ſalvation. Tf, ſays this great apoſtle, ye be cir- 


cumciſed, Chriſt jba'l profit you nothing. For 1 teſtify again 


zo every man that is circumcifed, that he is a debtor to do 
the whole law. (which law ran in this fearful, rigid ſtrain, 


| Curſed is every one, that continueth not in all things, which 
are written in the bog of the law, to do them, Gal. iii. 10.) 


Chrift is become of no cffeft unto you, whoſeever of you are 
quftified by the law ; ye are fallen from grace. Gal. v. 2, 3. 


5. By theſe, it is likely, and other conſiderations of a 


like nature, ſeveral of our Pædobaptiſt brethren have been 


ſo ſtruck and convinced, that they have deſerted the old 
foundation, and built upon a new one; and that is, the 
cuſtom of baptizing proſelytes and their children, in uſe, as 
they ſay, before out Saviour s coming, amonęſt the Fews, and 
which he intended his diſciples ſhould imitate. To which | 


mall only ſay, Firſt, that if this be a good argument for 


iofant-baptilm, it muſt hold equally ſtrong for baptizing 
none but proſelytes and their children, Secondly, that 
our Lord, by inſtituting baptiſm only for diſciples inſtruct- 
ed and believing,. has plainly diſcovered, that he intended 


en ſubjects of baptiſm from thoſe, which this argu- 


ment 
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ment pretends the Jews admitted. And, Thirdly, that 
there is no ground in hiſtory for ſuppoſing, that theFews had 
any ſuch eſtabliſhed cuſtom in the ancient times here ſup- 
poſed. The Old Teſtament is abſolutely ſilent about it; 
ſo is the Apocrypha, ſo is the New Teſtament, ſo are Jo- 
ſephus and Philo, grave and credible hiſtorians, who pro- 
feſſedly treat of the antiquities and ceremonies of the 'Fews, 
Zoſephus, in relating two caſes of proſelytiſm, mentions 
circumciſion only, and gives not the leaſt intimation 
about a baptiſm. The moſt early chriſtian writers ap- 

pear to have had no knowledge of it. St. Paul, for a 
prelude to chriſtian baptiſm, fixes on the 1/razlites being 

baptized in the cloud, and in the ſea, inſtead of hinting 
at this Feroiſb baptiſm 3 which, if it was really the model 
of that appointed by Chriſt, he had the faireſt opportuni- 
ty in the world of introducing ſome account of, and 

could ſcarce have failed to introduce. Upon what ground 
then, it may be aſked, have learned men advanced and 


_ propagated a notion, that ſeems ſo little credible? I an- 


ſwer, upon the bare authority of Talmudical books, not 
compoſed till about three hundred years after Chriſt, and 
{tufted with blaſphemies, full of ſtupid infatuation and 
wild romance, and upon whoſe credit, if it was not in- 
validated by what has been already offered, no man, who 
Wiſhes not to be impoſed upon, would ever rely. And 

are theſe principles, from which to deduce duties of reli- 
gion, on which to found poſitive inſtitutions of God? If 

'Zewiſh legends are to be the ground work of chriſtian 
duties, the whole face of the goſpel may in time be fo 


mangled, and disfigured, as to bear nothing at all of the 


aſpect of primitive and unadulterate Chriſtianity, The 
laſt inquiry which I propoſed is _ 5 
Whether baptiſm was intended as a temporary inſtitu- 
tion, and to be confined to proſelytes only, or be of uni- 
verſal and perpetual obligation? And this is reduced to 
narrow limits, by my having already rendered highly im- 
probable, the principle on which it has been chiefly at- 
tempted to be eſtabliſhed, namely, the ancient practice, 
long before Chriſt, of Fewiſb proſelyte baptiſm. I ſhall 
therefore only obſerve further; that whether any inſtitu- 
tion of Chriſtianity be temporary, or whether it ought to 
be confined to ſome particular characters, can only be 
known one or other of theſe three ways: either by the 
expreſs words of the inſtitution itſelf; or from the — 
— eee of 
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ef the thing, and the manifeſt defign of it; or from the 
practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 

The firſt of theſe can, I think, never fully determine 
either of the two points; but if the words of the inſtitu- 
tion are either way concluſive, it is, moſt undoubtedly, on 
the {ide of the perpetual duration of baptiſm, and the 


univerfal extent of its obligation. And if we conſult the 


Nature and uſes of this ordinance, we ſhall find nothing 
that can lead us to conclude, that it was deſigned to be 
only temporary, or to be confined to proſelytes. On the 
contrary, all the uſes of it, that are ſpecified in ſcripture, 
and the ſeveral expreſſions, by which the true nature of it 
is there repreſented, appear to me to be equally applicable 
to every age of the church, and to all the believers of 
Chriſtianity, Take baptiſm either as a public profeſſion 


of the chriſtian religion, by a certain fignificant rite, 


| Which 1 take to be, in good part, the meaning of St, 
Paul, that as many as are baptized into Chriſt, do put on 


 Chri/t;, or conſider it in St. Peter's notion of it, as the 


anſwer of a good conſcience towards God; or if it be pro- 
perly deſcribed by the modern {tile of a viſible admiſ- 
ſion into the chriſtian church: I can ſee no reaſon, why 
it may not be as uſeful to one ſort of Chriſtians as to 
another; nor, conſequently, why the uſe of it ſhould 


be limited to proſelytes only. And in the practice of 


Chriſt and his apoſtles, which muſt now be conſidered 
as the only poſſible foundation of this opinion, there is 


as little ground for it: for how ſhould we expect to meet 


with an account of the baptiſm of any but proſely tes in 
the hiſtory of the Acts, which regards the firſt propaga- 


tion of Chriſtianity, and the converts made to it, but 


gives very little account of the regulation and flate of 


cbriftian churches, after they were planted and eftabliſh- 


sd; or in the Epiſtles, which were either written, upon 
ſome particular incidents, that happened in the churches; 
or againſt dangerous errors that prevailed; or to give 
neceſfary inſtructions in caſes of exigency, and ſuited 
& particular characters; but nat to defcribe, minute- 


ly and fully, the conſtitution and practice 6f the 


church: . 5 5 

Upon the whole, ſince there is ſo great reaſon to believe, 
that the ordinance of baptiſm is of authority and force 
in all ages, and with reſpect to all Chriſtians; let us 
 hounvur God, by readily ſubmitting to this law, — 


(95) 
he hath preſcribed. And to thoſe, in particular, who 
are fully convinced of their duty, but have hitherto 
failed in this part of their obedience, I beg leave to ad- 
dreſs myſelf in the words of Ananias to Saul, Acts 
xxii. 16, with which I ſhall conclude. And now why 
tarrieſt thou? Ariſe, and be baptized, and [ſincerely repent- 


ing] waſh away thy fins, calling on the name of the Lord. 
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